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n 


entry, 
reat a; 


iberal 


TT "Of pleas'd GOD to put i it 5 
my Nart to Do what in Me lay to- 


entry, and All other Rich Perf, ons, their 


iberally to the Building, Repairing, and 
\dorning of CHURCHES; in order 


hereunto 1 drew up the following Trea- 


iſe. 
And out of the Great, and but Due, 
eſpet I had for the Judgment of the 
te Moſt Pious, and ſo (in the Trueſt 
ne) Moſt Honourable ROBERT NEL- 
ON Eſq; having drawn up this Treatiſe, 
communicared it to Him tor” his peruſal 
d Opinion, whether It might be of Uſe 
the Publick in promoting the good and 

cat End aim d at thereby. 
5 In 


— ward the promoting of his Honour 
nd Glory, by ſetting before the Nobility, 


reat and indiſpenſable Duty, to contribute 


. 
T he p r eface. | : " yet 
In Relation whereunto, ſome Time af. only 
ter, Mr Nelſon writes me a Letter, which | more 


begins thus : i Ii tion 
3 | 1 AR Linea 
Reverend Sir, | | * Thou 


HAVE read over, all a great deat! ſineſs 


Pleaſure and Satis faction, Jour Treatiſ to en 


about Building and Repairing ( burches SO the r: 


and am of the Opinion, that it may be of nothe 
Great Uſe to the Publick, by Encouraging Thoſfſ 35 WO 
to go On, who have Already laid their Handl had 1 
tg ſo Py” a IVork, and by Stirring up 988 to ſee 
why Hither to ** Not been Senf ible of Pre 
Force of thoſe Argumentswbich- you Uri. 

Having the Opinion of ſo good a Judg An 
for the Publiſhing of this Treatiſe, [ L 
ſign'd in no long time to ſend it to t 
Preſs. But afore this was Actually don M 
I was ſurpriz d with the melancholly Ne pri inte. 
of Mr Nelſon's Death. Which, as it Iy Pre 
a juſt Matter of Common Griet | to All F which 
ligious Perſons, ſo it carried in it this p Imighti 
eulen Circullance to imbitter my Gr Printin 


the More, that thereby I was Depriv'd Means 
One of the greateſt SatisfaGtions had pg to com 
pos d to My ſelf in this World, name the Na 
of ſecing Face to Face ſo Good and ow 

jo 


| Lnealy 
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fore) Great a Perſon, with whom I had as 


yer the Happinels of being Acquainted 
only by Writing. And I have been the 
more Senfible of the Loſs of this Satisfac- 
tion, becauſe (altho' Travelling be very 


ro me, 


the rather, becauſe both Mr Nelſon and a- 
nother Great Man (for whom Mr Neljon, 


Jas well as My ſelf, bad a Great Reſpect) 
had ſome time ſine ſignity' d their Beit re 


to ſee Me. 4 
Preſently after Mr Nelſon' 5 Death, Pub- 
lick Notice being given of His laving left 
An Addreſs to Perſons of Quality, with 
Leave to publilh ; it; I judg'd it proper to 
delay printing this Treatiſe, till] had ſcen 
Mr Nelſon's Addreſs. As ſoon as it was 
printed, One of them being unexpected- 


y Preſented to Me by a Kind Hand, (for 


2 I here return my Thanks,) 1 was : 
that I had delay'd the 
becaule by that 


mightily pleas d, 
Printing of this Treatiſe; 
Means Way had been made, for Each Book 
to come out in ite proper Order according to 
the Nature of its Se. Mr 


1 
, . a * 
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et) I had entertain'd 

Thoughts of e even the Unea- 
ſineſs of ) a Journey This Seaſon on purpoſe 
Jo enjoy ſo Great a Satisfaction; and that 
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Mr Nelſon's Adareſs to Perſons of Qualit) by 
is deſign d, to ſhew Them the great and] ing 
indiſpenſable Obligations they lye under, &c 
to do Good in GENERAL, or ALL the copa 
Ways they are enabled. The Deſi ign of this rity, 
Treatiſc is, More F ully to ſhew Perſons of Con 
Quality and All other Rich Perſons, the muc 
great RF indiſpenſable Obligations they lye Chur 
under, to contribute Liberally to the Build. The! 
ing Ge. of Churches, which is the Very confi 
Ef of thoſe PARTICULAR Ways andl vider 
Method of doing Good ſpecity' d.by Mr Nel-f Chur 
ſen after his Addreſs. So that, had We migb 
communicated to each other our Deſigns Conc 
before we undertgok the writing of theſe 
two Books, They could not more Fit! 
have Anſwerd or been ſubſervient, One 
to the Other, than they do and are Now 
alcho' they were drawn up by Us, without ; 
Either of Us knowing i in the leaſt, that the 
Other was engag'd in ſuch an Undertaking 

I ſhall rake hold ot this Opportunity tc 
obſerve, that Another Part of the foremen 
tion'd Letter of Mr Ne elſon to Me, (which 
was the Laſt I had the Happineſs to have 
from Him,) related to the Second of thfof Ch 
WW oy ond Methods of Going Good 9 8 provok 
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by Him after his Addreſs, wiz, the Dijper- 
ing of Bibles, and Common-Prayer Books 
&c, particularly in reference to the Epiſ- 
copal Church in Scotland: A Piece of Cha- 
rity, which requires ſo much the More the 
Contributions of Us in England, by how 
much the Leſs able T hoſe of the Epiſcopal 


Church in Scotland are to contribute to it 


Themſelves. It deſerves ſeriouſſy to be 


conſider d, whether One great End of Pro- 
vidence, in Suffering That Epiſcopal 
Church to be reduc'd ro ſo Low a State, 
might not be, to try the Sincerity of Our 
Concern and Affection for the Truly Chriſ- 
tian and Apoſtolical Form of Church. go- 
vernment, by the Manner or Meaſure of Our 
Contributing to the Relief and Support of 
the Members of That Church, eſpecially 
in Spiritual Matters. And I moſt heartily 
with, that in the Sight of GOD there may 
Never appear, among Us of the Epiſcopal 
Church of England, ſo great an Vncon- 
cernedneſs for the diſtreſſed Epilcopal Church 
in Sc-tland, as to Evidence Our Indifferency 
tor the Apoſtolical, that is, Epiſcopal. Form 

of Church-Government, and thereby to 

provoke GOD at length to tale fram Ve 
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The Preface. © 


We have render'd Ourſelves altogether 
Vnwortby of. e 2 

"Mr Nelſon took Notice to Me, what 
Meaſures had been taken, that fo Good 
a Work toward the Epiſcopal Church in 
Scotland ſhould not ſink by the Death of the 
Queen. Had it pleas d GOD to have ipar'd 
His Life , there would not have been 
Wanting One both of Will and Ability, 
to do the Moſt that could be done toward 
the ſtill Keeping up and Promoting ſo good 
a Work. I am concern'd to think, how 


much it will in too great likelihood ſuffer 


by His Death. ( 1 
Indeed how great a Loſs, not only his 
Acquaintance, but allo the Church of GOD, 


—_ — — 


) Becauſe it is hoped that this Book may light into 
the Hands of ſome Rich Perſons fo Well-diſpos'd, as to be 
Willing to contribute to ſo Good a Work, as the Giving 
of Common-Prayer Books to the Poorer fort of the Epiſcopal 
Church in Scotland; therefore, I think it may be oi Uſe 
to inform them hereby, that Mr Henry Hoar Goldſmith 
in Fleet ſtreet London, is appointed Banker, or the Per- 
ſon to Receive what Money Any Well diſpos d Perſon is 
pleas d to give to the Carry ing on this very Charitable 
Work; and that the Truſtees are his Grace the Arch- 


Biſhop of Tork, the Biſhop of Briſtol Lord Almoner, and 


Dr Meſs Dean of E. 8. 
n 


a Bleſſing, which by ſuch our Indifferency 1 


had 
than 
to 1. 
Deal 
than 
who 


his . 


Ppe. 
ſelf t. 
Lord 
Deatl 
thus. 


7 Pr eface. 

had in his Death, can't be Better expreſs'd 
than in a Letter, which I had the Honour 
to receive (a little time after Mr Nelſon's 
Death) from a Right Reverend Prelate, 
than Whom No one writes Better, and 
who therefore is Deſervedly celebrated for 
his Writings, in Whatever Language they 
appear. The Biſhop then expreſſes him- 
ſelf ro Me (who ina former Letter to his 
Lordſhip had taken Notice of Mr Nelſor's 
Death, and the Common Loſs thereby) 
chil NN 


My Nelſon's Death is a LOSS to Every 
one, who had the Happineſs to know him, 
IRREPARABLE ; and to the Church of 
God SUCH an ONE as I doubt will be 
SENSIBLT FELT, unleſs God in bis great 
Goodneſs ſhall be pleas'd to raiſe up ſome Per- 


ſon of the Like HEROICAL Piety in bis: 


Room; but ſuch a Bleſſing I cannot flatter 
my ſelf with the Hopes of living to ſee in 
My days. ONE SO ZEALOUSLY DIS- 
POS!D to do Good, and S0 PECULL 
ARLY QUALIFTD in ALL Reſpects to 
do it,  1I*NEFER TET twow.” | : 
is es EE LEE „ 


5 for you, and took 2 proper per Ocaſions of Ex- 


The Prefate, 


I could not ſatisfy my ſelf in performing 
my Duty to the Memory of Mr NELSON, 
without Thus tranſmitting to Poſterity ſo 

Great and yet but Juſt an Encominm of Him, 
given by fo great and Judicious a Prelare. 

And I perſuade Myſelf, that every good- 
natur'd Reader will Readlly Excuſe me in 
adding here, what immediately follows 
the forecited Part of the Biſhop's Letter, 
vx. He had a Very great Affection and Eten 


Preſſing it. For ſince it is but Uſual for 
the Ae ge of Books written by Cler- 
gymen, to be Graced with the Titles of 
Church. D. guities they are honour'd with, 
I being Not honour'd with any ſuch Titles, 
may be Reaſonably allow'd to — That e- 
Defect in the Title- Page of this Book, by Þ 7 
taking Notice here, — however 1 have tay 
the Honour of being One, for whom Nr tur 
—— bad 4 Yer you eli, and ſon 


b ee . | 
5 1715. 


„CONTENTS. 
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The Contents. 
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commanded the I. art and Tem- 
* to be ſo Rich Jas Beautify'd 
and Adern'd ; by the Com- 

mon Notions ed Uke of Man- 
kind Ei whereon the Reaſon of 
6 0 2 Command in this Caſe 
(a grounded. e. 


the Tabernacle or Temple be- 
ing but One, and our Church- 
es being „ #s No Valid Ob- 
1 4 2 the Duty aſſerted 
in this Treatiſe, but rather an 
© Argument Jo | nr 83. 


Sap IX. Wherein the Duty here 
treated of it enforced by ſeve- 
ral Con fiderations , drawn from 
Paſſages Exch ure relating to 


the Secon Feniple: >" on 


The Contents, 
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dont. nnd. IVE. gull T 
A ads B R R AN A a» oy 
/TYAGE 7. Ling 9. read Ruunt. ibid. I. 10. r. aliquid; 5. 11 


T .. r. and frequently is apply d., b. 16. J. i g. f. Spe | 
- cial-Reward for the ſame. p. 19 J. 28. ripermanent Ad have 
ib. J. 31. v. yet the Building, P. 25. I. 13. f. to the Poo | 


Both Ways. p. 33. J. 22. r, We could not reaſonably. p 34 deſi 
I. ult. there irch'd. p. 44-1. 9. 7. HE WILL »MAKI 181 


And 


THEE AN HOUSE: 9. 48. J. 15. . Commendation. 5p. 45 
1.12, 7, More to Commend. 3b. . 8. . More to be Cone; 

mended. 2 J. lt. r. inaſmuch as chey are. p. 93: HActe. 
20, 21, f. cheir Own Pariſh Church. p. 25.1. 13, T. gui broug 
of the like Sin. p. 107. . 12. 7. Reſpect ſhould be ſhewnf 8 
7. 124. J. 2. 7. If fo be, He is but. 5. 168. J. 20. r. Wheſ Comm 
cher he has ſeut. 54 14 1 en | 
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My Wor thy Friend 
162.1 | 


SIR, 


H E following Diſcourſe may be 
well eſteem'd as a Panegyric on you, 
who in ſuch an Eminent manner 1 
have already done, what thele Papers are 1 
deſign d to incite other Gentlemen to do. 1 
And ſince to be duly wrought on by the i 
Ilcitements of others, ſo as thereby to be 1 
Keul brought to perform our Duty, is juſtly _ ij 
We Commendable: How much More Com- 1 
- Imendable is it in you, Not to need any Iu- 

citements from others to put you on the | 
-., erformance even of a Duty, which is ſo i 
WI Kev 2 a Generally | 


— — — — — — --- "= a — — — * 
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ſpenſable Obligation they lie under, to pra- 


While to your great Praile and Honour, 


T he Dedication. 
Generally negleted? For are not the || ſo t 
Far greateſt Number of our Churches, ſo || Tur 
many fad Inſtances of this woft ſDameſul þ the 
Neglect - and conlequently of the Needful- the. 
neſs of the following Diſcourſe, to ſet be- ¶ tion: 
fore RICH Perſons the great and indi- ave 


Chat 
Bale 


et o 

BLECHLYT Church is an Evident Proof jet 2 
of your Practice (as well as Knowledge) I Chu 
of the ſaid Duty; a Noble inſtance of Ends 
your Pious Zeal for the Glory of GOD; IG 
and laſty, an Illuſtrious Pattern moſt Wor-] Ar 
thy to be imitated by All other Gentlemen. Iis a 
But This is only One part of the Com- I with 


ctiſe the Duty therein diſcours'd of ? 


mendation you, Sir, moſt juſtly deſerve; Fareh 
No leſs, if not Greater, Eſteem being dueſ praiſe 


unto you, on account of your Faitbfulltlemei 
Diſcharge of the Truſt of Patronage repos di in Idle 
in you by the Church: Eſpecially When et I. 
the ſaid important Truſt is now a- days ſqqare ng 
Wickedly abuſed, that (as I have elſeſor Ne 
where formerly obſervd) No Regard 1: coming 
Generally had by Patrons to the WeighlEryice 
of Merit, but only to That of Money the A 
nor matter They, how Empty the Head befa nd a 


the 
fo 


e) 


be 
ſc 


T he Dedication. 

ſo the Hands are but full enongh for their 
Turns; in ſhort and in plain Engliſh, that 
the Higheſt Bidder is elicem'd by Them, as 
the Beſt qualified Perſon for their Prefenta- 
tions. Now as this grols Abuſe of Patron- 
ave is a very foul Spot or Stain in the 
Characters of Thoſe who are Guilty of fo 
Bale and Sinful a Practice; fo it ſerves to 
et off the more the Luſter of your Worth, 
who act as becomes a True Patron of the 
Church, having in View 20 Baſe Temporal 
Ends of your Own, but only the Sf iritual 


; | Good of Others. 


And as Time or Leiſure (as well as Riches) 


Jis a Talent in a ſpecial manner entruſted” 
with Gentlemen by GOD); ſo it is a 
Further and no ſmall Addition to your 


Praife, that while the Generality of Gen- 
tlemen mriſpend their Time (as well as Riches) 


in Idle, Extravagant, and Sinful ways, you 
moſt Induftrionſly imploy the Hours, which 
are not taken up by the Duties of Religion 
or Neceſſities of Nature, in Studies be- 
Yconting a Gentleman, being ſuch as are very 
erviceable to your Country in preſerving 
the Antiquities thereof from Oblivion. 
And as this Uſeful Imployment of 


your 
Time 
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The Dedication. 


Time will be a proper means to perpetuate 
your Memory among the Learned in ſuch 
Matters; ſo the Former Pious Imployment 


of your Money in Adorning Blechly- 


Church, and the Late Pious Contempt of 
Money when offer d on a Baſe account, 


will be effectual Means to Conſecrate your 
Memory among All truly Religious Perſons. 

That GOD, in Reward of your Zeal 
for the Honour of His Houſe, would (accord- 
ing to his gracious Promiſe to K. David ( 
in a like Caſe) Bleſs your Houſe or Family 
with All requiſite Bleſſings Temporal and 
Spiritual; and in Reward of. your Faith- 


ulneſo as to the Uncertain Tranſitory Riches 
of this World, would commit to your Truſt 
(F/ the True Riches of the World to come; 


is and ſhall be the moſt Hearty Prayer of, 
Sir, Tour moſt Obliged and Faithful 


Friend and Servant, 


| EDWARD Wells] 


TT 
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dee 2 Sam. 7. 27, and chap. 5. H. 12, 13, Cc. of the 
following Diſcourſe. .  , l e 
( Luke 16, 11. | r 
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A® Religion is the One thing Neceſſary, and 


conſequently, That wherein All Men in general 
are Chiefly to be inſtructed: So among the ſeveral Re- 
ligions Duties which more particularly belong to 
Gentlemen or Rich Perſons as ſuch, One of the Prin- 
cipal is their Laying ort a due Portion of the Riches 
GOD has intruſted them with as His Stewards, in 
promoting the Service and Honour of their Great 
and Supream LORD All the ways they can; and 
therefore among Others ways, by Contributing Li- 
berally to the Building or Rebuilding GOD's 
Houſes or Churches, where they are Wanting, and 
where they are Mean and out of Repair, by Contri- 
buting Liberally to the Repairing, Beautifying, 


and Adorning them, that they may be ſomewhat 


Suitable to the End for which they are ſet apart, 
namely the Service of the King of Kings. | 

' This 3s ſo neceſſary a Part of the Rich Mar's 
Duty in laying out his Money, that the 0 moſt 
> WELL LP (VL. IE DIL 4 \ Pious 


The Preface to the Second Edition. 
Pions and Ever-to- be Honour d ROBERT NEL- 
SON Eſq; in his Excellent Addreſs to Perſons of 
Quality (order d by Him on his Death-bed to be 
Publiſh'd, as the Beſt Legacy He could leave then, 
and which indeed ought to be eſteem d by them as a 
Moſt Valuable Legacy) has placed this Duty of 
Building, Repairing, or Beautifying of Churches, the 
Very firſt of All the ſeveral Ways, wherein Perſons 
of Quality and All other Gentlemen or Rich Perſons 
ought to imploy the Riches, which GO D has com- 
mitted to their Stewardſhip or Truſt, | 
But altho* This be ſo Great and Indiſpenſable a 
Duty lying on the Rich, as is largely ſet forth in the 
following Diſcourſe ;, yet it is but Too Too viſible, how 


Extreamly deficient Perſons of Quality, and other 


Gentlemen and Rich Perſons are (except ſome very 
Few inſtances) in the Diſcharge of this Duty; and 
what is ſtill Worſe how very unwilling they are to 
be Taught it, or Convinced of it : Eſpecially when 
Once the Horſes, and the Hounds, or ſame other Sports 
or Pleaſures (at leaſt Falſly ſo efteem'd_): have got 
Poſſeſſion of their Hearts; and have engroſs d their 
Affections, and by conſequence All the Money that 
can be ſpar d from the Neceſſaries of their Families. 
Not to add, that it would be Well, if the Extrava- 
gant purſuit of ſome One or More of the foremen- 
tiow'd Sports did nat Frequently confume, what 
was requiſite to ſupply even the Neceſſaries of their 
Families, as well as to perform the Neceſſary Duties 
of Religion. ; | | 
Hereupon the Moſt, if not Only, probable Method 
to Remedy or put à ſtop tothis Great and yet ſo Com- 
won Evil, is by PREPOSSESSING the Hearts 
of young Gentlemen with a Due and Lively Senſe 
4 1 of 


and by 
In feric 
cordin 
it very 
any 10 
Hi ch, 
60D. 
Church, 
Ther, 


The Preface to the Second Edition. 
of T heir great and indiſpenſable Duty in this Re- 
beck. BEFORE that the Sports and Pleaſures ſo 


much in Vogue have taken Poſſeſſion of Them: 


To which Great End the following Diſcourſe may. 
be very Proper, and by G O D's Bleſſing very ſervice- 
able, by being put into the Hands of Young Gen- 
tlemen by ſuch, as have the Inſtruction f Them, 
eſpecially by TUT ORS in our two famous Uni- 
verſities. TEE 

Nor is there wanting a ſpecial Motive for Tutors 
to do This, or to be More particularly Careful, that 
ſuch young Gentlemen as are their Pupils, be ren- 
der'd4 Duly ſenſible of their indiſpenſable Obliga- 
tion to the Duty ſet forth in,the following Diſcourſe. 
For Tutors are for the moſt part, either AFually in 
Sacred Orders, or elſe ſuch as Deſign for them + and 
fo 'tis (I fear I may Too ſafely venture to ſay) 4 
Thouſand to One odds but, when they become Mini. 
fters of Pariſh-Churches, they find Too great Oc- 
caſion, if not for Reparing, yet for Beautitying and 
Adorning their Churches; and conſequently are Then 
made Experimentally ſenſible, How Keri it is for 
to hate the Gentlemen ix their Pariſhes ſo duly in- 
ſtrated in this Duty, as Liberally to Contribute 
Themſelves to what is to be done to their Chnrches, 
and by ſuch their good Example to incite Others of 
Inferior Rank, to do Sincerely and Cheerfully ac- 
cording to their Abilities. Otherwiſe They will find 
it very difficult to prevail on their Pariſhoners, in 
any Tolerable manner to diſcharge their Duty herein. 
Which, if they have a Due Concern Themſelves for 
60D Glory, and ſo for the Honour of his Houſe or 
Church, can't but be Canſe of Fions Grief unto 
Theme, 


Fin 


The Preface to the Second Edition. 
For a Further Motive and Fncouragement to Tu- 
tors to be very Careful in inſtruct ing young Gentlemen 
under their Tuition, in the Duty ſet forth in the 
following Diſcourſe, I ſhall conclude this Preface with 

what I think a Remarkable Obſervation in relation 
0 my Self by Namely, that there had not gone 
round a whole Year after my Publiſhing the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe, before that GO D was pleaſed | 
to move the Gentleman, to whom the Second Edi- 7. h, 
tion of this Book is juſily dedicated, Altogether 
without my Application or Expectation, to give 
me the Preſentation to the Church of Blechly ; 
which not only has a Conſiderable Income belonging 
10 It, but is alſo Itſelf One of the Moſt Beautiful 
Pariſh-Churches in England. On which laſt account 
I think I am directed as it were by the Finger of 
Providence, to look on the foreſaid Gentleman's Gift 
to be no other than deſigu d by GOD as a ſpecial 
| end (ſuitable Reward for my writing the following 
Diſcourſe concerning the Great Duty of Beautifying 
Churches. It only remains to obſerve, that J have | | 
for ſome Reaſons rather choſen, to have the Preface Nontat 
to the Firſt Edition added hereto by it ſelf, and]! 
without any Alteration, han to alter and inſert N 
it into this New Preface. | 1% da 
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indiſpenſable Duty to contris + 
bitte Liberally to the Build 
ing, Rebuilding, Kepairing, 
Beautiſying, 4 or, Adorning of 
CHURGH#ES, &. 
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s are fall'n into an Age. 
* SER whercin Many -of 2 4 == 
ui Churches, if by no other Thie 
e. yer by bare Length gow of 
of Time, are become. ſo chin 
far Decay'd, as to ſtand in Wurches, 
eed, either of being wholly Rebuilt, 3 * 
ile very much Repair d. And altho' ſuch - 
orks neceſſarily occaſion Coſts and Char- | 
cs, yet would ne no Complaint 2 
5 Ny da on | 
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2 The Rich Man's Duty to 
on that Account, was there not too viſibly 
among Us a Decay of Chriſtian Piety, as 


well as of Chriſtian Churches. 
2. The very ſmall Sums | given to 
HURCHES, are 


An Evi- Briefs, JE for 
_ i; too plain and fad a Proof, that the Decay of 
the very: Piety among Us is not fmall : The Sum gi- 
— — ven by a whole Pariſh, being generally no 
' givento more than, if as much as, ought to be g1- 
Bic zee ven by one ſingle Wealthy Perſon therein; 
cially for 5 | 
Churches. did He but think half as much of the 
Obligations and Bonds Himſelf lies under 
to Providence for the Wealth he enjoys, as 
he do's of thoſe Bonds and Obligations 
Others lie under to him for Sums lent ; or 
was He but half ſo induſtrious in procuring 
good Spiritual Intereſt, as He is in procuring 
good Temporal Intereſt for his Money. 
3. When a Perſon, that has ſeveral Hun- 
The Rich dreds or Thouſands a Year, ſhall be Abl 
77% te to content himſelf with giving no more 


blameable - JO | 
herein, and than Six-pence to 2 Brief; Another, whole 


10 Who 


zaton Eſtate or Income is not a Twelfth Part of aſpen 
— , : tribut 
count, the Former's, may very eaſily content him . 
ſelf with giving an Half-peny, this being} E'©t7, 

more in proportion to what He is worth Repai 

than S1x-pence is to what the Former i . An 

worth. And according to this Rate, the the gre 

_ Generality of Common Perſons may loo oblery, 

on themſelves as Wholly excus'd from gi Papers, 

ving any b And as by theſe Means 1 the Pu 
comes to paſs, that the Sum given in ral; n 
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ariſes to no more than four or five 
Shillings, and in ſmaller Pariſhes to no 
more than ons or two Shillings; fo it is 


"4 
Whole Pariſh of Large Extent frequently” 


hence obſervable, that Perſons of Eſtates 


or Wealth may juſtly be efteemed Blame- 
able in this Matter on a double Account, 
namely, foraſmuch as they not only give 
Too ſparingly Themſelvess but alſo there- 
by give Bad Example toOthers. And yetaf- 
ter all it is to be wiſhed, that there were 
No Perſons of Wealth and Diſtinction, wha 
gave (till Worſe Example, by. being ſo far 
from giving ſo much as Six-pence, as to 
think it no other than a piece of meer Im- 


prudence and Weakneſs to give Any thing. 


It may therefore be juſtly eſteem'd a ve- 


4. 
An AF of 


Ubriſtian Charity, to endeavour to unde- y- 
ceiue ſuch Perſons in ſo weighty a Point; * 


and in order hereto to lay be fore All Per- 


ons of Eſtates or Wealth, the great and in- 


diſpenſable DUTY they lie under of con- 
tributing Liberally, as to other Works of 
Piety, to particularly to the Rebuilding or 
Repairing of Churches. 


And that what is here offer d may have 
the greater Influence, it may be of Uſe to 


| 5 
Theſe Pa. 


pers not. 


obſerve, that I was induced to draw uptheſe drawn up 
Papers, by ſuch Conſiderations as relate to 947.4 
the Publick Good of the Church in gene- views. 


ral; not by any Conſiderations relating to 


52 my 


The Rich Man's Duty to | 
my own Particular Church, and conſequent- | 
ly by no Selfiſh Views. For as tomy Onw lic 
Pariſh-Church, it has been lately fo well ſid 


4 


Repaired, as not to be likely to want any bu! 
Conſiderable Repair for ſome Ages; and cor 
withal, the very Smalneſs of its Size ſeems ins 


a ſufficient Security, that it will never 
ſtand in need of a Publick Contribu- 
6. lt is alſo to be here obſerved, that What- 
The Puty ever makes it our Duty to contribute to- 
_ thejan5 ward the Building of Churches, the ſame 
ing or Re- muſt likewiſe make it our Duty to contri- 
—_— bate toward the Rebuilding or Nepairing 
of Churches; and ſo on the other hand, 
- Rebuilding or Repairing being only diſte- 
rent Modes or Conceptions of Building. On 
which account, as in drawing up theſe Papers, 
I need not always ſtand diſtinctly to men- 
tion Building, Rebuilding, and Repairing, 
but it will be ſufficient to mention ſome 
One of them : So theſe Papers may become 
ferviceable to ſtir up Perſons of Ability to | M he 
contribute Liberally, not only to the Re- | UD 
building or Repairing of Old decay'd or * 
ruin'd Churches, (which is what our Cha- F 
rity is uſually. requir'd for by Briefs, and ſet 
was thetefore the Primary Intent of theſe ; 
Papers; ) but alſo to the Building of ſuch 
New Churches as are wanting in ſeveral 
Places among us, as well as in on, for 
the more Commodious attending the = 


— — * 
2 


— —— 


—ͤ— ́ —— — — I IPD ore Wn 
* . ͤ⅛Ü—w:⅜¾S; I 4 om eo - 
* * — — n aw of "a — * - 4 
, E Se on " A bo I: _— - 3 * re 


- 


t Contribute Liberally to Churches. 5 
W lick Worſhip of God. Nay, ſeveral Con- 
11 ſiderations contain'd in theſe Papers, do a- 
* bundantly prove, that it is our Duty to 
ad contribute Liberally, not only to the Build- 
ns ing or Rebuilding, but alſo to the Beauti- 
er Hing and Adorning Churches, ſo as that 
u- they may become in ſome Degree ſuitable 
11 to the Majeſty of GOD, to whoſe Ser- 
at- vice they are conſecrated, or ſet apart in a 
to- Religious Manner. | 
me Theſe Particulars being premis'd, T come 
ri- | now to lay before my Reader the Conſi- 
mg | derations themſelves, which ſerve to prove 
ad; | Zthe great and Indiſpenſable Duty of con- 
e- 1 Liberally to the Building or Rebuild- 
On ing Beautifying of Churches. 
ers 
en.! — — 
ng, f 
— CHAP. IL 
me 2 | 
to | Wherein is briefly obſerv/d, that the 
Re- Duty of contributing Liberally to 
* the Building or Rebuilding of Places 
= ſet apart for the Worſbip of GOD, 
neſe is taught by the bare Light of Na- 
ik ture, or meer Natural Reaſon. ' 
era | f 
for O one can deny, but it is our Duty 1. 
Pub- N to do, whatever it is the Will of —— 
lick G OD we {ſhould do. Now GOD makes ariſingfrom . 


B 3 known 


6 The Rich Man Duty to 
— known his Will unto us, either by the 
bone from voice of Reaſon or of Revelation. And 
the tight conſequently whatever Reaſon or Revela- 
dener tion teaches us to do, the ſame is juſt- 
.. ty to be eſteem'd as the Will of GOD, and 
{o to oblige the Conſcience as a Duty. Such 
Duties as are diſcoverable by the bare 
Light of Nature, oblige us as Men; fuch 


Duties as are diſcoverable by the Ligbt 


of Revelation , oblige us as Chriſtians. 
Whence ſuch Duties, as being diſcoverable 
by Natural Reaſon, are farther enforced by 
| Revelation, lay upon us a double Obliga- 
tion, namely one as Men, and the other 
as Chriſtians. And theſe being the only 
two general Capacities we can be oblig'd 
in, hence all ſuch Duties lay upon us 
the greateſt Obligation we are capable of, 
conſider'd in general as Men and Chri- 
Co | SHS | BG LL: wg a 
2 Of this kind then is the Duty of con- 
This Duty tributing Liberally to the Building of 
—_ % Churches, or Places fer apart for Pub- 
bare Light lick Divine Worſhip. For fo Great and 
ot Reaſom Plain a Duty is it, that the Light of 
| Natural Reaſon, Dim as it is, yet is a- 
- bundantly ſufficient to diſcover the ſame. 
Which is evident from the meer Heathens 
being directed thereby, not only to build 
Temples, but withal to build Noble and 
Magnificent ones; which as they were 
very Coftly, ſo muſt require Liberal Con- 


_ tributions, As 
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As for Rebuilding or Repairing of Tem- 3. 
ples, That great Maſter of Reaſon as £7, 
well as Poetry, Horace, has expreſsly in- the fa. 
ſerted this Dictate of Natural Reaſon a- Ho- 
mong others contain'd in that excellent“ 

Satyr, which makes the Second of the Se- 


cond Book. His Words are theſe, 


Cur eget indignus quiſquam, Te divite 9 quare 

TEMPLA RUANT ANTIQUA 
DEV M? cur, improbe, care © 

Non alquid Patriæ tanto emetiris acervo? 


Which may be thus Engliſh'd : 


Since you with Wealth abound, pray tell me why 

The Wants of Menof Worth you don't ſupply? 

ToRUIN why do ANCIENT TEM- 
PLES go? - | 

Why on your Country do you nought be- 
ſtom ? BY Bit 


Such are the Excellent Inſtructions, 4 


which a meer Heathen could give con- a pw 


cerning the Ways that Rich Men ought Faulty as 
to lay out a conſiderable Share of their 5% hn. 
Riches, And ſhall not Horace who by demad 4 
the bare Light of Reaſon, could thus dif- he vey 
cover it to be his Duty, to contribute 


Liberally to the Rebuilding of Tem- 


i ( See Matt, 12, 41, 42% K 


n.. 


8 be Rich Man Duty to 
les, (T) riſe up. in Judgment with, and 
— as Lk Condemn hoſe Chriſtians, 
either that think it a piece of Weakneſs 
and Imprudence to give Any thing, or that 
give much Too ſpariugly in proportion to 
their Ability, toward the Rebuilding of 
Churches, altho' they enjoy the clearer 
Light of Revelation to guide them in their 
Duty herein. ta 0 
5. © This Chapter might be enlarg'd to a 
Fu chap- very great Length, by ſetting forth more 
"eer ge, particularly, how far the bare Light of 
much more Reaſon carried the Heathens, both as to 
—_ „the Senſeand alſo Diſcharge of this Duty; 
not. and conſequently how much the Fault 


of ſuch Chriſtians as fall ſhort of the Ex- 


ample ſet them in this point by the Hea- 


thens, will he aggravated thereby at the 
Day of Judgment. But being not wil- 
ling to ſwell this Treatiſe to too large a 
- Bulk, and having a great deal to obſerve 
to the Reader from Revelation or the Hol 
Seripture, I ſhall content my ſelf with 
thus briefly hinting to him, that the Du- 
ty J am ſpeaking of being thus plainly 
taught by the bare Light of Natural Rea- 
ſon, He is thereby render'd Inexcuſable in 
the ſight ot GOD, if he does not per- 
form the ſaid Duty. 15 ; 


CHAP. 


* 


| ther to the Poor zs largely con- 
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T % 
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Where the Duty here treated of is * 


enforc d from Revelation or the 


| Holy Scripture, and in the firſt 2 


. from 1 Tim. 6. 17—19. 
whence the Pretence of giving ra- 


- Jderd, and ite Weakneſs laid 
TILE 
Prot to ſhew how the Duty 


ſpeaking of, as it is diſcoverable by 
Light of Natural Reaſon, ſo is farther” 


enforc'd by the much clearer Light of Re- entered 
velation, or the Holy Scripture. And the firſt * Tim. 6. 
paſſage of Scripture which I ſhall citeſhall'7'7 


be 1 Tim. 6. 17—19. Charge One, 10 
Rich in this World, that they be not 

minded, nor truſt in uncertain Riches, * 
in the living G O D, who gives us Rich all 
things to enjoy; thatTheydo good, that they be 
Rich in good Works , Ready to diftribute Will. 
ing to communicate; laying up in flore for 
themſelves a good 2 tion 25550 the 
Time to come, that they lay bold on 
Eternal Life. How F of 2 2 * 
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I. K 
the The Duty | 
here treat · 


, how 
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Ihe Rich Man's Duty to 

theſe Words of the Apoſtle ! We here find 
St. Paul directing Timothy to CHARGE 
them that are Rich, that is, to Teach them 
with all Plainneſs and Earneſtneſs, as 
their GREAT and INDISPENSA- 
BLE DUTT, that they do Good hy 
which Expreſſion is more particularly 
meant in the Language of the New Teſta- 
ment, - Contributing to Charitable and Pi- 
ous Works. And that. Rich Men might 


not unhappily deceive themſelves, b 


thinking they diſcharg'd this Duty, if 
they. give but Something; therefore St. 


Pau directs Timothy to Charge them fur- 
ther, that they be RICH in good Works, 
READY to diſtribute, WILLING to 
' Communicate, that is, that they contribute 


Liberally or Largely to Pious Works; and 
that (as the ſame Apoſtle elſewhere, 2 Cor. 

7. explains himſelf) not Grudgingly or of 
Neceſſity, But Cheerfully : For GOD lo- 


veth a cheerful Giver. As for the Mo- 


tives adjoin'd by St. Paul for to induce 


Rich Men to the Diſcharge of this their 


Duty, I ſhall take notice of them in the 
cloſe of this Diſcourſe. It is ſufficient 
here to "obſerve, that from the forecited 
Words of the Apoſtle it is evident, that 


It is the indiſpenſable Duty of them that 


are Rich, that they be Ready and Willing 
to contribute to All good or "4:6 Works; 
and conſequently do (as often as Occaſion 

N * £5 n requires 


little 
very 


Poor 
days, 
not | 
ſo it 


ſon, 
Trait 


Coutribute Liberelly to Churches. 
requires) Liberally contribute to the Build- 
ing of Churches, as being a moſt Eminent 


work of Piety. 
The forecited Paſſage of Scripture, as 


containing à general Charge to the Rich 
to All Good robe under. 


for to contribute Liberally 


11 
4 


9 
The ſaid 


Text nor 


Works, may be, juſtly and frequently rk 1 
apply'd to excite Perſons to that particular n 


Branch of Chari 
lieving the Poor. But that it ſhou'd be 


underſtood only of this Branch of Charity, 
there is no Ground, either in the Words 
themſelves or in the Context. And there- 
fore no one is to think, that he fulfils 
what is here given him in e by St. 
Paul, if he do's but give "an N to the 
Poor : ; or that his giving Liberally to the 
Poer, will excuſe his giving likewiſe Li- 
berally to the Building or Beautifying of 
Churches, according to his real Ability. 
Indeed it is to be fear d, that upon En- 


7. it will be found, that ſuch as give De 


which conſiſts in re- Poor. 


Fe. 
rence of 


Nothing or Joo little to Briefs for Churches, a gung ts 


are wont to give likewiſe Nothing or Too # the Poor 
little to Briefs for the Poor. And it 1s uſe 6 of by 


as made 


very remarkable, that as the Wants of the Judas the 


Poor were urg'd as long ago as our Saviour's 
days, for a Pretence, why Expences ſhou'd 
not be made on another Work of Piety ; 

ſo it was then made by no better a Per- 


ſon, .than the moſt wicked and infamous 
W Judas. For St. e in his oo 


Traitour. 


12 he Rich Mar's Duty to | actec 
pel Chap. 12. 1—5. informs us, that Fe- || ple, 
ſus, fix days before the Paſſover, being come Fe 

to Bethany, Mary took a pound of Oint- || that 
mont of Spikenard, very coſtly, and anoint- || have 

ed the Feet of Feſus, and wiped' bis Feet ¶ cauſe 

with her Hair: And the Houſe was filled ¶ bare 

with the Odour of the Ointment. Then ſay: ing o 

one 4 the Diſtiples, FU D AS Iſcariot,— ¶ was 
which ſbould BETR AT him, why wa; © Com 

not this Ointment ſold for Three Hundred and h 


again in other inſtances, no other than afl fear, t. 
meer Pretence ſuggeſted by the Devil fon ada 
not contributing to Works of Piety; and 
that it may be made uſe of again by thoſq thereby 
who care not for the Poor, but are oni], 
ace 
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acted by a like Coetous or ſelfiſh Printi- 
ple, as Judas was. 

For, whereas it is obſerv'd by St. John, 5. 
that the true Motive, why Judas would 4% Expii- * 
have had the Ointment ſold, was this, be- — 


cauſe he was a Thief, and had the Bag, and cmncerning 


True 


hare what was put ĩ herein; the plain mean- Restes 

ing of theſe Expreſſions i is this : That it it vn 

was Fudas, who had the Keeping of t eu 

Common Bag or Purſe belonging to Chriſt 

and his Apoſtles, or out of which Proviſion 

was made for them in Common. And 2 

quently had the Ointment been ſold, 

wou'd have had the Fingering o che 

Mony it was ſold for, and ſo wou'd have 

had dhe Opportunity of Stealing, or tak- 

ing ſome of it for his own private Uſe, He 

: being a Thief, that 1s, One who made no 
Scruple to do this Actually, as oft as he 

had * » So that it was at the Bot- 

tom nothing elſe, hut a wicked Principle 

of Coverouſmeſs or Selfiſbneſs, not a pious 

Charity fie the Poor, that made Judas be 

rather for ſelling the Ointment under the 

plauſible - Pretence of giving what it was 

ſold for to the Poor, Gan for having Our 

Lord's Feet Anointed therewiths * 

And is there not too much Reaſon to 6. 

fear, that there are many among Us now . 

days, who being acted by the like Cove- ib ut uſe 

cons or ſelfiſh Principle as Jadas was, are the fume ' 

thoſe — (rogether with the 1 „ 


only the 


ace 


4 
1 
; ) 


is 
14 


are influ- 


enced by 


the (ume e- 
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the Devil) inflienc'd, to'conceal ſuch their 


Copetouſneſs or elle Selfiſbneſs ,” under a 


vilMative. plauſible Pretence of being Concern'd for 


Our Sa- 


the Poor ? who are wont to ſay, like Judas, 
what need ſo much Mony be laid out in Build- 
ing or Brautifying Churches 8 Why was not 


A I, or at leaſt a great Deal, of it beflow'd 


a Better way, that is, GIVEN TOTHE 


POOR? Whereas this They ſay, NOT 
THAT THET, any more than Judas, 


CARE FOR THE POOR; be- 
tauſe THET ARE THIEVES, as 

das was; that is, whereas GOD has 
entruſted them with Eftates ot Riches, as 
Fudas was entruſted by our Saviour- with 
the Bag or Purſe, They, by refuſing to 
contribute out of the {aid Eſtates or Riches, 
what they ought, to the Building'or Beau- 


tifying of Churches, do ſteal from GOD, 


or rob Him of, fo much as they ought to 


have contributed to his Churches, in order 
to have the more to ſpend on Themſelves, 


or elſe out of no leſs wicked principle of 


meer Covetouſneſs ;, in like mann er as 


das was wont to ſteal from Chriſt; or rob 
him, by applying ſome of the Mony He 


was entruſted with for the Common uſe of 


Chriſt and his Apoſtles, to his Own private 
uſe. 1 

Now as from the foregoing Inſtance we 
are taught and forewarn'd, what Notion of 


pens Suſpicion we may reaſonably have of ſuch 


ſwer to the 


Perſons 
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Perſons, as go about to excuſe their not Freese 
ade uſe f 


giving to the Building or 1 0 iy Judas. 


Churches, by pretending that they look 


on it as a more neceſſary and ſo greater 
Act of Charity to give to the Relief f 
the Poor; ſo from our Saviour's Anſwer 
to what Judas the Traitor ſaid, we are 
further taught, that notwithſtanding the 
wants of the Poor, Perſons may and ought 
to lay out Money on other Acts of Piety. 
For by comparing Joh. 12. 7, 8. with 
Mat. 26. 10—13, or Mark, 14. 6—9. we 
find that Jeſus made this Anſwer : Let her 
elone, why trouble ze the Woman; for ſhe 
bas wrought a GOOD work upon me. 
For ye have the Poor with you Always, and 
whenſoever ye will ye may do them Good, 
but Me ye have not always. She has 
done what She could : She is come afore- 
hand to anoint my Body to the Burying. 
Verily I ſay unto you, Whereſoever this Gof- 
& all be preach'd throughout the whole 
World, THIS alſo that She has done, 
ſhall be ſpoken of for a MEMORIAL 
OF HER. ; 

From this 3 of our Lord . 8. 
plainly learn, that ſuppoſing what Judas from ow 
Fig, ad been ſpoken by bin. not — of — 
meer Pretence, or out of any wicked Prin- _ 
ciple of Selfiſbneſs or Covetouſneſs, butprarnce 
on the contrary out of a true Concern foref giving 
the Poor, and a Sincere Intention or -_ — * 

S 
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Exeuſe for fire that the Value of the Ointment 
Bovine ro s. might have been given to the Poor; yet 
ther Works after all, Judas had been guilty of a great 
of Piey. Miſtake, in thinking that the Woman did. 
| amiſs, in chooſing rather to lay out fo 
much Money in buying ſuch coſtly Oint- 


ment, in order to ſhew her great Affection 


to our Saviour, by pouring it upon his 
Peet, than to give the ſaid Money to the 
5 Poor. A e's „ Fs. 
9. Nay it is moſt evident, that the Inten- 


Our Savi- tion of our Saviour's Anſwer is, to give 
our's 4%. Judas and the reſt of the Diſciples to un- 


wer, not on- 


hy a juſii. derſtand, that ſo far was the Woman from 
ficarion, doing Amiſs herein; that ſhe had done a 


Riel Cm. G00 D work, and that of ſo extraordi- 
mendati- nary a Nature, and in fo ſpecial a manner 


on.of whit Acceptable to GOD, that by way of ſpe- 
= cial Record ſor the ſame, ; Shere ak 
Goſpel ſhould be preach'd, T HIS that 
She had done, ſbould be ſpoken of FOR A 
MEMORIAL OF HER i. e. of 
her great and extraordinary Piety in this 
very Act, which was thus found fault 
with by Judas chiefly, and afterwards 
upon his Motion by ſome of the other 
Diſciples alſo; as appears by comparing the 


Evangeliſts. Whence by the way it actu- 


ally appears, how very plauſible the fore- 
ſaid Pretence of a Concern for the Poo- 
is. in that it was no ſooner mentioned 


' by Fudas, but it had ſuch an * 


follo 
triba! 
Beaut 
the V 
ly Ju 
Mann 
601 
Body 
vithft 
an Ad 
cauſe 
Cuſton 
great 1 


Chriſt 
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oft ſome of the other Diſciples, as to make 

them be of the fame Opinio which Ju- 

das pretended to be of. And further it 

hence appears alſo, what great need there 

was, tllat the inſpir'd Pen- man ſhould) 

inform us both of the wicted Principle 

whereby [7udas was influencd to make the 

{aid Motion, and alſo of the great: Miſtake: 

the other Diſciples were under in the mat- 

ter, who joind with Fudas; in the Mo- 

tion, not out of a lite wicked Principle, 

but only out of the ſeeming Reaſonableneſs 

of the Motiom and their real Concern for 

the oben will 1s "BEV; 
Now ſinct our Saviour's Anſwer in this „0. 

Caſe amounts, not only to a juſtification, — 

but to an extraordinary Commendation, ofebat to 


what Mary had done; it will evidentiy Za 


follow by analogy of Reaſon, that to con- che 

tribute Liberally to the Building and n gg. 
Beautifying of Churc her, notwithſtanding rifying of 
the Wants of the Poar, is likewiſe not on- Churches, 


ly Juſtiſ able, but in an Extraordinaryſtandim 


— -_ 
2 — * 4 


— 


2 CT 
1 „„ LD 2 — — 
* e 1 — * 3 * 2 wy 3 7 2 
= * — — 


a 3 2 
a» Ay 4 
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that to Beartifp the Churches of Chriſt, | © 
notwithſtanding the Wants of the Poor, 9 
is in like manner an Act of Piety moſt F. 
highly Acceptable to Chriſt, becauſe (in & 
Conformity to the Uſage or. Cuſtom not 
of our Own only, but of all other Natij- e 
ons) to Beautify or Adorn the Place we 
defign or ſet apart for the Reception,” Uſc, | 
or Service of a Perſon, is a Token of the 2 
pot Love and Reverence we have to that ne 


Perſon. wy 
onl 


| 18 


11. Aud as, e to the "Motion of * 
Another In- the Jews, the more coftly the Ointment bf. 
— „e Was, wherewith Mary anointed Chriſt, War, 
p:r7oſe. the greater was Her Love and Reverence Loy 
0 Ohriſt thereby arteſted to he; and con- © 
-fequently the more Acceptable: was ſuch in t 

her Action to Chriſ: So, according to and't 


the common Notion of Mankind, the more 4 
Beautifully and Magnificaitly Adbrn are 4% 
the Churches of Chriſt, he greater 15 with 

the Love and Reverence of Thoſe that met 

ſo adorn them{ -rbereby atreſted to be; ec 

and conſequently the more: Avcyprable to Arn 
Chriſt is ſuch their Action. 21V10L 

4,72 Nay, there are not wanting ſeveral Chu. Hers | 
12. fiderations, which ferve/to ſhew, that altho . Goſpe! 
Building the forementioned AE of Mary in anoint- * perm 
tifging of of ing our Saviour” 8 Body with ſo very coſt ther Col 
Churches ly Ointment, was a very great Act of Pie the 
4 „f vie. ty, and as ſuch was High Acceptable un 
% to GOD, yet the Building and Beautify 
i ing of Churches may with good Reaſon be 
8 eſteem 


cura, Lib##all (ly to c hurches. - 


ſteem'l 7 greater Ads of \Piety,, and as 


ſuch H. gb Acceptable unto 'G: 
For the faid #3 of. Mary was of 190 


4 Natute, as to be of heels, br no more Uſe, 


belides the teſtifying Her Affection and 
Reverence to our Blefled Saviour and that 
in it ſelf only for the very. Preſent. time 
when it was ne and. in reſpect of rſt 
that ſaw it then dane: Whereas the Bui 

ing or A aid, Beavtifjing 0 'Church- 
es are Acts of 1 a. Nature as ſerve, not 
only to with 100 i and Reverence 


bf. Toe co the ſaid Works to- 
150 5 a Pp romote the like 
Love a Bc ain all Ochers, who 


come, to t the taid Churches. in ordet to join 


in the Divine Service therein petform'd, 
and 19055 nay dare F * * 


Indeed it may 


FLY of Maiy in Ano 


19 


with ſo very Coſtly, 8 was in con 


itfelf a Very tranſient ct, or ſuch as the firm'd. 


Efefts thereof could be but of a very ſhors 
e and narrow, Iufluence, yet Our 

Saviour by taking Care that this A4 af” 
Hers ſho ald be ſpoken of, whereſvever the 
Golpel Was preach d, has mage f it as it were 


a permanant Act, or fuch.as that the Effect 


thereof ſhould. be of as long Continuance as 
the Goſpe Lit ſelf, and of as wide influence. But 
yer the Bild and Beautiſying of Church- 
es do's not fa ſhort even in this reſpe& of 
the atoremention'd A& of Mary; fora(- 
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The Weak Hur Saviours Anfwer in the Caſe afore- 
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much as the Zeal of David towards. ſhe 
Building and Paule in of the Tem 
is alike taken notice of; and Sh We 
Poſterity in the Hiſtoty of the Old Teſta- 
ment, and not only fo, but alſo G O-D's 
parcitular Direftions that the Tabernacle 
firſt, and afterward the Temp le, ſhould be 
Built: thus Kichly nd Magniticevrly in 
their kinds, is ſet town at. large in the 
e as will de obferv'd. hereat- 
ter n = the whole therefore 
it is I think- ſathe to 2 
that, firice the ps We er A of 22 
in anointing Chriſt with; ſo ets Loft 
Ointment, was, notwithſtan e wants 
of the Poor, an Ack of Pi ſo  bigh- 
95 tommended and Acceptable 157 'Ged ; 
it thence follows that the Contributing 
Liberally to the 275 or Repairing 5 
even 7 Ac ne of rc bes, is likewiſe 
a2 work þ Ummondable and Acceptable 
unto God, 400 that nor wit hſtanding the 
| Wants of the'Poot: 7g all which ap- 
pears, that our to the Poor can 
be no ſigſicient 5 ou not Contribu- 
ting alſo to the Building or Beautifying 
of Churches e 
14. Migreover to tlie Inference drawn. from 


cb. Hog mentioned, may alfo be added theſe fol- 


here ſpoken Jowing Conſiderations, to ſhew further 


of is tur- 


ther laid rhe, Veakneſs of the Pretenee we are if Wan 


- -— ® 


Contribute Libirally io Churches. 21 
ing of. It is then to be well obſerv'd 
that He that gives to the Poor on Rigbt rar 


or truly Chriſtian Motives, will by the 
{amie be induced to give alſo to Churche 


duce us to give to the Poor, is the Love 
of God; as for Love to the Poor them- 
ſelves, it ought to be but the Secondary 
motive. This is evident from 1 Cor. 13. 
3. Tho' I beſtow All my Goods to feed the 


Poor, — and have not CHARITY, 


it profiteth me Nothing. Whence may 
be learn'd theſe two things: Firſt, that 
Charity in its primary or principal accep- 
tation in Scripture, denotes the Love 0 

GOD himſelf, not off the Poor. For as b 

Charity is here denoted the Love of GOD, ſo 
it is expreſſy diſtinguiſhed from the Love of 
the Poor, and that in ſuch a Degree as to 
beſtow All ones Goods to feed them. Se- 
condly, from the forecited Text we learn, 
that Our Love to the Poor even in fo high 
1 Degree, as to beſtow All our Goods to 
feed them, yet proficeth us Nothing with- 
out the Love of GOD or Chairty proper- 
ly and primarily fo called; that is, Our 
beſtowing All our Goods" to feed the Poor 
is not à truly Chriſtian Act, and conſe- 
quently is not in the leaſt Acceptable 
to or Available to Salvation, unleſs 
it proceeds from our Laue ro GOD, _ 


? the co 


e 88/ called 
The Primary Motive, which ought to in- &c. 
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15. Now this Remark is the more Uſeful 
Colts in and neceſſary ,. becauſe Common Lan- 
| HEL guage among Us has as it were perverted 
485 * the true ſenſe, of Charity according to 
See, Scripture, by appropriating in à manner 
from that the faid Word to 7 only or princi- 
—— — pally Love to the Poor, whereas accord- 
ly talen in ing to Scripture Language it ſignifies. pro- 
Scriprure 3 perly and primarily Love to GD. Now 
conſequence this Different Uſe of the Word (harity 
thereof. in Conmon Language, from the Uſe of 
it in Scripturg, I take to be one means of 
miſleading even ſome Well- meaning Per- 
ſons into the Miſtake I am laying. open, 
while upon account hereof . they are apt 
to underſtand All the Great and Glorious 
Things which are ſaid in Scripture of 
Charity, of the Charity Commonly. ſo cal- 
led, or Love to the Poor, not (as they 
ought,) of Charity properly and prima- 
rily, fo called in Scripture, or the Love 

et GOD .:.. .c 


* 


16. From the Remark here made it plain- 


The Infe. ly appears, that not only Charity accord- 
ry Les ing to Scripture primarily denotes the Love 
ing Re- "6 OD, but alſo that Charity to the 


— . oor wy Nothing (as the Apoſtle 
primary ſpeaks). unto: Salvation, without it pro- 
0 Cha. ceeds from Charity or Love to GOD; 
rity in Or (as it 18 above expreſs'd, and which 
$cripcure. comes to the ſame,) He that gives to the 

Poor ũüpon Right or truly Chriſtian Mo 

tives, will by the fame be induced to 


pive 


will he by 
and Principally 


Contribute Liberally to Ch aches. 
give alſo to Churches; foraſmuch as the 
Frimary Motive, which ought to induce 
us to give to the Poor, is the Love af 
60 D. But now whoſoever. has a true 
Love for GOD, will heartily promote 
his Honour and Service A rhe ways 
he can; and therefore will Liberally con- 
tribute to the Building of Churches for 
the Public Honour and Service of G0 D, 
and alſo to the Beautiſying and Adorning 
Churches, that they may be the more 
ſuitable to the Dignity of the Divine Ma- 


jeſty, and withal ſerve the more to ſet 


forth his Glory and Honour. 1 6 
Again, whoſoever has a true Chriſtian 
Love for the Poor, will by 


23 


17. 


no means con- He thi = 
truly loves 


tent himſelf with relieving only their he poor, 
temporal Wants, but will readily do what =i!! re- 


OS . Le thei 
he can, to relieve much more their Spiri- Spittal 


tua Wants, as being of far worſe conſc- as well as 


quence. Their Temporal Wants at the jempor 


very Worſt can deſtroy only their frail and and princi- 


mortal Bodies, which muſt otherwiſe 
come to the Daſt in no long tine ; where- 
as their Spiritual Wants tend to deſtroy 
both Body and Soul, and that Eternaliy in 
Hell-fire. Wherefore He that has a tru- 
ly Chriſtian Love for the Poor, as He 
will zhereby be induced Liberally to re- 
lieve the Temporal Wants of the Poor, ſo 
the ſame be induced Liberally 
to relieve the Spiritual 
Wants of the Poor; and conſequently 


04 | to 


pally the 
forme 


. 
The fure- 
faid Pre- 


tence 16 


- ought to contribute to Cbirches RATHER 


we 


* 


be Rich Mane Dye 

to contribute Liberally toward the Build- 
ing or Rebuilding of Churches'; that ſo 
the Poor may come thereto to have their 


—— Wants relieved, as by receiving 


piritual Inſtructions, 2 alſo by: partak- 
ing of the ſpiritual Benefits of the Pub- 
lick Prayers, and of the ſpiritual. Food of 
the Lord's Supper, 

Laſtly, it 18 ee that the true State 
of the Queſtion relating to! the inatter 
under Conſideration is, not whether we 


THAN to the Poor; but Whether we 


ougght not to contribute to Both according 


to the Beſt of our Ability, and in order 


thereto ought not to retrench oum Expences 


on Our Selues or Family, m reſpect of our 
Way of Eating and Drinking, in reſpect 


of Apparel, and Attendance, in reſpect of 
our Pleaſure, and laſtly in reſpect of our own 


Sumptvous Buildings and Furniture. So 
that He that pretends to excuſe himſelf from 


contributing to Churches, by ſaying that 


He thinks it a greater Ad of Charity to 
give to the Poor, is not only Miſtaken, 


s has been above largely ſnewn, but alſo 


Tays Nothing to the Purpoſe." For by be- 
ing calb'd upon to contribute to Church- 
es, He is not deſir'd to leave off or abate 
Living to the Poor; but to perform his 
bounden Duty to GOD in . IS 
Lg well AS 180 er * 07% % i $9 14. Ptta 


„ py #7 
7 & + 34 „ {- © „ — - "bs * 1 „ * ' 
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» . od „ ! 
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I have been the Longer on ſhewing the 19. 
Weakneſs and indeed Wickedneſs of ſuch 75 Sum 
a Pretence, becauſe it is (as has been POW Ave 
ſerv'd) the moſt plauſible One that can be 
made uſe of either by the Devil to deceive 
Men, or by Men. to deceive ane another. 
The Sum of what has been ſaid in this 
Chapter is principally this, that whether i 
1 Tim. 6. 179—19+be underſtood (as it | | 
ought) of contributing Liberally to All | | 
Works, in general, or whether it be 
(erroneouſly): ſuppos d to relate to contri- 
buting Liberally —. to the Poor. Both 


ways the Charge given therein by the 2 f 

Apoſtle will include in it the Duty of. . | 

3 PLATE to een. a 
CHAP. W. I 


* 
= 


Wherein the Duty 1 we is 
enforced, by" Con fidera trons drawn 
from the Accontit given of | the Ma- 
Ling of the Te in the 
Der A- Nan Wi 


minen | U. 


HAT: has been ley offer r. 


abundantly futkicient - fo convince any redof ic 
Well-diſpos'd Perſon, that the Duty here cf ,ỹο ft, 


more ex- 


treated o i is 2 * and ini ann one. pref Pe 


Iow- 


nacle in the 


s be Nidb Man's Diny s 
var . However for the fake of ſuch as are not 
. We Happy às to be thus Well-difpoſed,' and 


therefore ſtind in need of further Con- 


viction, I shall proceed to ſhew, How the 
Dey of contributing Liberally to the 
di 


ng of Churehes 12 in à ſpecial or 


: * re expe ſ manner, recommended and 
—_— Us, by ſeveral other Paſſa- 

: 2 of the Holy Scriptures. 
2. I ſhall begin — ſuch PE 
Such in the of this Noturs, as may be drawn from 


| | 2322 the Firſt particular Account we have given 


count given Us in the Seripture, of the Building a 

27 Place for the Publick Service of G 0 O, 
Building of namely of the Tabernacle or Softuary made 
he Taber- in the Wilderneſs of Simai. In relation 
OR | ay ON 4 5 25, 1—8, or 
30 pake unto Moſes, ſaying, 4 

de unto the Chittiben of 1 Tfhact,\ 11 thy bring 
_ 25 me an OFFERING: Of every Man 


that giver it WIL ENGLY with his 
REA. NT., 5. 0 2 6 N 

And fen u the ering whic alt fa 

of. 4 Sgt f ler, 1 Braſs: 
and Niue, aud Paret e, and Scarlet, 4 
fine Lines, and Gaal. hair, and Ramerisbins 
died red, and Badgeri-chins';, and Shittin 
_wod'y Oil for the Light, Spices for anbint- 
ing oil, and for ſweet. Ineenſe ;, Onyx fhones, 
by and Stones 10 be ſet in hod; and in 
+ the Breaſt-plate.' And let Ben, ale tne « 
1 SANCTUARY, that 1 may dwell- a- 


mong them. 
| Accordingly 


my Offering. 


C vhs Literal ts Qbcrthes. 


1. te Led COMMAND ED, for 


ING? G0 Th T LORD 
E is of a WILLING — 


It 

is: Accordingly we find Moſes. delivering 

4 this Command of GOD to the Children 4: 16 

1e of + Ifratl, Exod. —9. And ' Moſes 3 od. 35, 
* y Dal unto all the Grew of the Chil- 

ir Aren of Iſrael, - {; "This: it re thing 

id 

* 


ed from the preſence And they e 
ce ev a 240% K ART /, WU” 
| er Nen e 
. made WILLING, and they brought the 
„ LORDS OFFERING tothe WORK 
of the TABERNACLE of the Congre- 
+ 10 8 and for all his Service, and for the 
Garments. And they came both Men 
| — Women, as many as were WILLING 
* HEAR TED; and brought Bracelets, and 
' Earings, and Rings and Tablets, all Jew: | 
in et of Geld: And every Man that fer + " 
7” an offering of Gold unto the Lord, brought 40) 
34 it. And every Man with whom was found 11 
| $lue, and Purple, and Scarlet, and fine 


ly | Linen, 


O bring it,\an OFFERING OF 

A} HEL RD, F 4 and 1 
4 Braſs &c. 

» a 0 gr which we are inform d in e. 4: 

1 ame apter v. 20. How readily ag - 
« the Children of * contributed to * th — 
T making of rhe uary 2 _ all the Con-fites te 
1 gregation f the Children of Iſrael depart-t, the ma- 
8 

1 

us 
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Linen, and Goats-buir, and red Skins of 
Num, and Badgers Skins, brought them. 
Every one that- did offer an Ofering of 
Silver and Braſs, brought the Lords Offer- 


ing. And every Man, with whom ten 


found Sbitrtim Wood fur any Work of the 
fe yy 
ſervice; \brought it. And all the Nomen 


that was Wiſe-hearted, did Spin with their 


hands, and brought that wobich they had 
Spun, bot h of” Blus, and Purple, and of 
Scarlet, and of fine Linen. And all the Mo- 
men, whoſe heart ſtirr'd them up in Wiſdom, 
Spun Goars-hair. And the Rulers brought 


Onyx Stones, and Stones to he ſet for the 


'Ephod, and for the Breaſl-plate ; and Spice, 
25 Oil for the i ght, and for the anoint- 
ing Oil, and for the feocet Incenſe. The 
Children of Iſrael brought aWILLING 


OFFERING untothe LO RD, every 


Man and Woman whoſe Heart mails them 
WILLING to bring for all manner of 

Work, which the Lord bad commanded to 
be made by the hand of Moſes. ' 

5. "Nay fo free were the Iſraelites in their 
Ter 150; Contributions, that inſtead of there be- 
in their ing an Occaſion to ir them up to give 
Contribu-· More, Moſes ſaw it neceſſary to reſtrain 
co. their Liberality, as we read Exod. 36. 
reſlrain d. 5—7. And they ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, 
The People bring MUCH MOR 

THAN, ENOUGH for the Servite 
of the Work, which the Lord commanded 

Ni 4 | . 


himſe) 


—_ \ * 
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% make. And Moſes gave. commmd ment, 


and they caus d it to be proclaim d through- 
2 the Camp, , Hing Let neitber = 
nor Woman male any more Wark for the 
Offering, of the San ſuary. So the people 
were REST RAIN D from bringing. For 
the Stuff they had, u SUFFICIENT 


fon All "the Work to make it; (ord TOO 


MUCH. hit. 1 901) ..t 


* 1 . 19 


— % 


of the Account giyen by Moſes concern- 


- 
* 


ing the making of the Sanctuary, as is re- e, PS 
quiſite to my preſent Deſigu; in order toour Exam. 


render the Application more effectual, I amfle ang 


Ad moniti ; 


next to put the Reader in Mind of - whatos. 


8. Paul teaches us, concerning the Uſe we 
Chriſtians are to make, both; of "GOD's 


dealing toward the Iſraelites, ande alſo of 


the Iſraelites dealing toward GOD. Name- 
ly, we are to know, as the ſaid Apoſtle in- 


ructs us, 1 Cor. 10. 6, that Theſe things 


are our Eramples; or, as he expreſles 


himſelf more fully, 0. 11. of the ſame 


ter, Theſe things happen d unto them 


for, amples, (namely to us Chriſtians I] 


and they are written. for our  Admenition, 


upon, whom tbe Ends of the World. are 


"C1? a | 
come. 35 1*3 ws { 
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7. Did then "GOD expresfly * Ge 
The firſt that the Children of Nel ſhould*#fey or 
Inference contribute toward the Making of his San- 


from the 


foregoing ctuary ? and has he not thereby in effect 
account. ,ommanded Us Chriſtians, the Now IS RA. 


EL of GOD; to % or e the 


Building of his Churches ? 
8. Did 60 D in his infinite Wiſ ſee 


The ſe- fit, not to force the Children of 1a to | 


Soy. We comply with his command of Bringing Z 
Offerings toward the Making of the 
. . varys* but rather to leæve every one fo 
his low Inclination, * ſo ſuch as offer d. 
might offer with a . Villing Flemt, and 
-—coneqterhly Liderally according to their 
reſpective Ability, 220 thereby ſhew the 
' Greatneſs of their Piety to GOD, ' while 
ſuch as 6ffcr'd 1 thereby ſhew'd their 
Want of Piety ? Aud my not We Chriftt- 
ans from thence reaſonably infer, that 
altho” We likewiſe are not forced by GOD 
to contribute to the Bling his 
Churches, yet this is not becauſe We are 
under No bligation to do it; bit” that 
ſuch as do contribute, may " contribute 
with a Mellin Heart, and ſo Liberally 
according to their Ability, , and thereby 
teſtify the Greatneſs of their Piety to 
GOD: while ſuch as contribute not 


* # . 
OW _ 4 — 
— 7 bug 


* See 1220. 43, 6 . compar'd with Exod. 35. 4, 8. 
7 See Exod, 23. 2. Excd, 35 57 21, 22, 29, Exod. 36. 3-7. 


at 
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r r e . Gece one It. 
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t 


art all, or Grudgingly and ſo Too ſparing- 


ly, thereby teſtify their Want of Piety ? - , Wo 


Did G0 D, that he might the more 


induce the Children of 1/7ael to offer to The hir 
the Making of His Sanctuary, acquaint Inference, 


them that the Eud of his requiring them 


to make a Sanctuary was this, that * He 


might dwell among them, that is, that He 
might have a Place among them, where 
he might in a more ſpecial mannner be 
Preſent, and where conſequently they 
might have as it were nearet Acceſs to 
his Divine Majeſty, in order to obtain 
ſuch Bleſſings they ſhould ſtand in need 
of, or the like? And has not GOD 
thereby taught us Chriſtians, that we 
ought to be the more induced to contri- 
bute to the Building of Churches, by the 
Confideration of the End they are delign'd 
for, namely, that GOD may likewiſe 


dlinell among Us 2 And conſequently do 
not ſuch as contribute Nothing, or Too 


ſparingly to the Building of Churches, 
thereby teſtify that they either care not 
ar All, or Too little, whether G0 D 


have No ſenſe at all, or much Too little, 
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Did God, that he might ſtill rather 


The fourth robs the Iſraelites" to offer Liberally 


fo thé Making of the Sanctuary, take 


Qure t6 inform them again and again, that 


The fifth 
Inference. 


what they öffer'd to the Mabing of the 


Nane Was in effect offer d unto + 


Himel 3 Ene“ inticbating they might 
expect to be well Rewarded for the-ſame ? 
And are not wwe Chriſtians taught there- 
by, that what we give to the Building of 
Churches, we-do- likewiſe in effe give 
to GOD Himſelf, and therefore may well 
expect to be amply Rewarded for it? + 

Did the forementiorn'd: Motives ſo far 
work upon the Iſraelires, as to induce 


Many or Moſt of them to offer ſo very 


Liberally, as that their Offerings were not 


only Sufficient to the Making of the San- 


ctuary, but even Too mueb ? Ard' ought 
not the like Motives ſo far to work. on 
us Chriſtians, as to induce us not to al 


ſhore of their Example in our ee 


tions to the ho Burg 155 Churches 7511 
? c. 1 


- ic: = n & 1 b dn... 
(4 Ara Kere — 


* 5 Thus Exod. 23. 2. . Steak unto the Children of Trae), 
that they bring ME an Offering: of every one that give⸗ 
Willingly with his Heart, ye ſhall f 725 MI 99 2 
Excd. 35. 5. Take ye from 41 mn un Offeri n the 
LORD rc. —and v. 21. they brought the LOR RD'S Of- 
fering to the Werke! the Talernacle. Hence this — 
3 call'd the Offering of the LORD. "Ex6d. 3 
and the Offering of the SANCTUART, Exod. * 2 
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Laſtly, did the Children of Iſrael thus 12. 
Liberully. contribute to; the Making of The ſixth 
the r Unt even when they were in 2 
a, molt Unlettled State 2nd Condition, 
having no. fixt Habitation, but travel- 

ling thro a great Wildernefs, deſtitute of 

the Neceſſaries of Life, and threatned 

with ſeveral Enemies, and ſo labouring 

under the greateſt. Hardfhips ? And ſhall 

we Chriſtians vainly/ think and go about 

to excuſe Our ſelves from contributing 

to the Building of Churches, by pretend- 

ing that the Times are Hard. Whereas by 

| the Bleſupg of GOD we Ute ſettled in 

| 3 Plenifal Country, and not only ſo, 

but have tlie: Bleſſing of Plemy increaſed 

us by the be of the Bleſhng 

Peace? Surely if we would but Rk 

ly conſider; what Cixcumſtances the 1/- 

\ | /-elites were in. ben GOD requic'd 

* of Them to offer r9 the Making of: the 
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Sanctuary, he could not reaſonably ſup- 
I poſe, 5 5 uch Exciſſes, as are gene- 
ally made for not contributing Liberal- 
- | ly-.to..the Building of Churches, will 
Ie Accepted and Allow'd before 60 D. 

There are ſome other Obſervations and 12. 

o Inferences, which might be made omen Ob- 
the Account given by Moſes of the Ma-{<rvations 


AGE" £8 


- wel 4 
is king « of the Sanctuary or "Tabernacle. But e, 1 j 
5 Icheſe will very well fall in under ſome! aber 
of the Page of A which \Flemher | 

re . 


7 * 
* 


34 he Rich Man's Duty o 
Inte to David's Zeal for the Service and 
Houſe of GOD, and which likewiſe 

ſerve to teach us further that great Du- 
ty of contributing Liberally to the Build- 

ing of Churches, and ſhall therefore be the 

ſubje& of the next following Chapter. 
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Verein the Duty here treated of 


i further enforced, by Conſidera- 
tions drawn from the Zeal of Da- 

vid for the Service and Houle of 
GOD. . 61-6 B01. 2 


THE firſt inſtance I ſhall mention 
ce of David's Zeal for the Service 
7inceof and Honour of God, ſhall be That of 
David's * Bringing up the Ark of the Lord from 
— 3 out of the Houſe off Abinadab at Kirjarh- 
and Ser- jearim, where it had been for 7trwenty 
1-9 þ Years afore, and 7 ſexting it in the mids 
lewd ty of the Tent that he had pitched for it, 


removing jn the City of David or on Mount Zion. 
che Ark | 


fran be Namely, whereas Saul had no Care org. 


beef Concern for the Ark of GOD durinę 
Ainadab, 4 3 Io. Rane 3001 10 


4 „ > * 


1 — 


* 2Sam. 6. and 1 Chron, i232. 
+ 1 Chron. 16. 1. and 1 Chton. 1 5, 29. and 2 Chron. 7: 4. 


60 D, 4 
made cho 


he City | 
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his Reign, on the contrary no ſooner 
was David advanced to be King over all 
Iſrael, and a little ſettled at Fernſalem, 
but out of his great Piety he began to 
think it vety Improper and Unbecoming, 
that the Ark of GOD ſhould continue 


any longer in a Private Houſe, and in 
ſuch a neglected manner. 
Nay this feem'd to David, a Man af- 


ter GOD's own Heart, EE he is ſtiled. Pavid's 
? Zeal here- 


Act. 13. 22.) fo inconſiſtent with a due j,, further 
ſenſe of a Concern for the Honour of ill»/trared 


GOD, that (as we learn from Pfal. 132. 


2—5.) He ſware unto the Lotd, and he made 
vow'd 2 Vow unto the Almighty GOD of " iet, 
Jacob, ſaying # I will not come within the matter. 


Tabernacle of my Houſe, nor go up unto 
my Bed; I will not ſuffer my Eyes to ſleep, 
nor my Eye-lids to ſlumber, UNTIL I 
find out a PLACE for the Lord, an 


HABITATION for the mighty God of 
Fatob., Now we are infotm'd 2 Chron 


I. 3. that the Tabernacle bf the Congre- 
gation of GOD, which Moſes the ſer 
vant of the Lord had made in the Mil- 
dernefs, was at Gibeon. But David, out 
of his great Affection to the more ſo- 
lemn Service of GOD, not caring (as 
it ſeems probable) to have the Ark of 
GOD, at ſuch a Diſtance from him, 
made choice of a Place for the Ark in 
he City of David, and their pitch'd a 
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Tent for it. And having thus Prepar 4 
4 Place for the Art of G O PD, (1 Chron. 
15. I.) King David and all Iſrael brought 
up the Ark. of the Covenant of the: Lori 
with ſhouting, and with ſound-of the Cor- 
net, and with Trumpets, and with Cym- 
bali, making a noiſe ꝛvit h. Pſalteries and 
Harps. 1 Chron. 15. 28. After which 
all the People departed every Man to bis 
' Honſe, and David likewiſe having now 
actually perform'd his forementioned Vow, 
returnd to bleſs bis | Houſe,” CI Chron. 
156. 43.) that is, to Dedicate and Dwell 
in it. For altho' his Houſe might have 
been built for ſome time Afore, yet ac- 
cording to his forementioned Vow, he 
' would not. dwell in it, till he had found 
out a Place for the Ark of the Lord. 
Which having thus done, He went and 
dwelt in his vwn Houſe ;. which in the 
forecited 1 Chrom 16. 43. is expreſs'd 
by his returning to Bleſs his Houſe, this 
being the ſame that is ſtyl'd Dedicating 

an Houſe, Deut. 20. 35. 

|": 29. Namely, here we find this Command 
The Thus given in relation to ſuch as were going 
be to fight with an Enemy: And- che Offi- 
Warmings Cers ſhall ſpeak unte the heople aying, 
eee i What Man is there that bas built 4 
elites, NEW. Houſe, and bas not DE DIC A- 
ow TED. it? Let him go and return to his 
Houſe, leſt be: dye in the Battle', and 


another 


the ſaid Pſalm begins with. — GOD 


Contribute Liberully to Churches. 37 
another Man DEDICATE it. Onof ow c 
which place the Learned obſerve, that ,“ 
the ſaid Deuication or Bleſſing of a New 
Houſe conſiſted in this, namely in the 
Owners making a Feaſt, and ſinging Praiſe 
to G0 D/, ds he firſt began to dwell 

in his Houſe. And agreeable hereto it 


is obſerv d that the zorh Pſalm has this 


Title prefix'd to it, viz. A Pſalm and 


Song at the Dedication of the Houſe of 7 


David. This I the rather take notice 
-of becauſe it is of good uſe to inſtra& 

how we ought to Dedicate New 
"Houſer, or (as we now adays call it) to 
Leep Houſe-Marminge; and how far we 
Chriſtians come ſhort in this matter of 
the Primitive Piety of the Iſraelites, in- 
aſmuch as We are wont wholly to neg- 
lect the Religious part of ſuch Dedica- 
tions, and only to keep up the Feaſting 
part, and that too often ſo far as to-ex- 
ceed the Bounds of Temperance, and 
thereby to Sin againſt GOD, inſtead 


of ſinging Praiſes to Him on ſuch an Oc- 
caſion. Wh 


It remains * to obſerve — 
ference to the foremention'd Action The Ke. 
of David in removing the Ark of 0 


GOD, chat we plainly learn fromthe gud 


132d Pſam, how Acceptable 2 Work in 4#i 


the ſight of GO D the ſame was. F Nein 1 


3 to 


/ 


38 Ie Rich Man's Duty to 
to remember the foremention'd Vow and 
the Performance thereof, as being a great 
Ad of Piety, and fo a Powerful Motive 
to induce GOD to grant, what the 
, Plalmiſt requeſted in the ſaid Pſalm. ' 

: And yet David's Piety did not ſtop 
A further here, but. carried him - {till much fur- 
proof of ther, For we read 2 Sam. 7. 1—3 and 
— 1 Cbron. 17. 1, 2. that afterward, when 
the Ser. the King ſat in his Houſe, and the Lord 
vice ard bad given him Reft round about from ll 


"Honour 


of 60D. Jus Enemies, the King ſaid wito Nathan 


the Prophet: See now I dwell in an 
HOUSE OF CE DAR, but the Ark 
of GOD awells within CURTAINS. 


And Nathan ſaid to the Ming, Go, do 


all that is in thy Heart; for the Lord is 
with Thee. n ir 60 


6. Now by the Ark of GOD dwelling 


The Mean- within Curtains, is meant its being placed 
e within a Tent. For concerning the Tent 
ing wichin or Tabernacle, which GOD appointed 
Curtains, to be made for the Ark in the Wilder- 

neſs, we read thus, Exod. 26. 1—1I4- 
Moreover thou ſbalt make the Taberna- 
cle with ten CURTAINS of fine ſtrip d 
Linen, and Blue, and Purple, and Scar- 
let with Chernbims of Cunning work ſbalt 
thou make them. The Length of one Un- 


cam ſhall be eight and twenty Cubits: | 


and the Breedth of one Curtain, four Ci- 
bics e and every one of the Curtains ſhall 


baus 
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cou 
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ſhalt 
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ſecon 
one C 
in th 
Coupl 
take | 
make. 
Curt a; 
(ball | 
ſhalt n 
Covert 
I hz 
thus 1 
of the 
Reade 
any. m 
frame { 
nable u 
It is C: 
hernacl; 
as v. 2. 
of the | 
alſo th 
this A 
cle was 


* 9 * 3 „ * 
La 
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have ane meaſure,  Ejve Curtaint ſball be 
coupled together one to another, and the . 
other five Curtains ſball be coupled one to 
another. Aud thou ſhalt make loops of 
Blue upon the edge of one Curtain, from 
the ſelvedge in the Conpling ; and likewiſe | 
ſhalt, thou make in the uttermoſt edge A 
the other Curtain, in the Coupling of the 


ſeconds Fifty loops ſhalt thon make in the 


one Curtain, and fi 45 loops ſpalt thou make 


in the edge 4 the Curtain that is in the 
Coupling of the ſecond, that the loops may 
take bo 

make fifty taches of Gold, and couple the 
Curtains together with the taches, and it 


ſhall be one TABERNACLE, And thou 


ſhale male Curtains of Goats-hair, to be a 
Covering upon the Tabernacle, &c. 
[ have judg'd it expedient to tranſcribe 


any more ado, be able from hence to 
frame ſome Cunception, how the Taber- 


nable was no other than a Tent, (whence 


it is call'd Exod. 40, ſometimes the Ta- 
hernacle of the TENT of the Congregation, 
as v. 2, 6. ſometimcs ſimply the TEND 


of the Congregation,” as v. 22, 24.) but 


alſo that I might obſerve to him from 
this Account, that altho' the Taberna- 
cle was a Tent, yet it was not an or- 
. 0: D 4 © dinary 
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one of another. And thou ſhalt” 


a Taber- 
thus much in reference to the Curtains oo — 


of the Tabernacle, not only that the fine «nd 


0 | . oble 
Reader might, as he go's along, without Tens. 


37 


7. 


oY Rith N Duty D c 
hae and 7 5 bur a very fine 100 NG- thi 
ble Tent: In the Language of Di. Spir 
vid, altho rhe 95 1d dwell withm CU R. | ly tt 
TAINS, yet we are not to imagine, had 
they were common drdinaty Curtains, much from 
leſs 88 coarſe ones 1 ber we may learn Honj 
from forecited Account, that they der ! 
were very fine and” rich ones, being made what 
of Fine rip Linen, and Blue, and Pur- Ame 

| ple, an Sell, with Chetubimt vf Cun- it ſel 
ning tor; 1, e, being made of fine Li- it wa 

nen of Blue, and Pürple, and Scatlet ing, 
Colours curiouſly”, intermixt; and alſo Hon ſe 
being, / Adwirably and ow Pmbroider'd dwell 
with the Pictures of Cherubims, and be- ſiſtent 

ing coupled together with Tuches of Gold. ligion 
= oy wy the Tabernacle -or Tent, 205 
ob ON which, Moſes made for the, Ark of GOD He hi 
arGibeon in the Wilderneſs, and which was ſtill Lofty 
4, ſtanding. in thoſe days at Gibeon, as we for bi 
are inforin'd 2 Chron. 1. 3. And it can't God it 
be Reaſonably doubted, but the ſame Pie- Dwell; 
ty, that induced David to remove the Ark Service 

of GOD out of the Houſe of Abinadab, Tent; 
and yet not to place it again in its O14 Kind, 
Tent wade by Moſes, would not permit lace, 
him to place it in a Meaner Tent, but and 6th 
either in one equally Fine and Noble, 'or | © Here 


| elſe. vin h ner and R Gods o 
ge Now. "altho the Tent pitch'd by David | 
T2 ao 2 the Ark of GOD, Fin the City of 1 
0 bald an David or Mount Sion, Was without oubt to Amel! 


ney 


thus Fine and Nobfe, yet 
Spirit of GOD has thought 


had 


t 


given King David Net romd about 


from all bis Enemies, and he ſat in bis 


Honſe, i. e. had Leiſure further to conſi- 


der how Things ſtood in his Kingdom, and 


what wanted to be further Reformed and 
Amended, the Principal Point that offer'd 
it ſelf unto his Thoughts was This; That 
it was ſtill very Improper 


Honſe of Cedar, and the Ark of GOD ſhould 
dwell within Curtams; i. e. it was incon- 
ſiſtent with a True and Deep Senſe of Re- 
ligion, or of the Proſound Reverence and 
onour due to the Divine Majeſty, that 
He himſelf ſhould have a Firm, Large, 
Lofty, and in all reſpects Stately Pakice 
for a [Dwelling or Service; and that 
God in the mean while ſhould have for his 
Dwelling, or for the Place of his Publick 
Service and Worſhip, no other than a 
Tent; which tho' fine and Rich in its 
Kind, yet came much ſhort of his own Pa- 
lace, in Firmneſs, Largeneſs, Loftineſs, 
and other reſpects of Grandeur. 


1 


Hlereupon King David, like a Man after 


God's own Heart, preſently reſolves to Re- 


form what was yet Amils in this Point, 
and to Build likewiſe an HOUSE for GOD 


to dell in; i. e. to build for the Place of 


GODS 
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= the” Holy Houſe te 

t patticular- © 
ly to inform us) afterward when the Lord 


T and Unbecom- 
ing, that He himſelf ſbould dwell in an 
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-» The Rich Man's Duty tro 
Ob's Publick Service a molt ſtately Fa- 
brick, whoſe Magnificence ſhould bear as it DI 
were ſome Proportion to the Tranſcendent He. 
Dignity of the Divine Majeſty, by very 
far exceeding his Own Palace, or the Pa- the 
lace of any Earthly Prince. That ſuch thou 
was the Deſign of David, and conſequent- Fon 
ly the Meaning of his Being GOD. an Loy 

e 
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HOUSEto dwell in, might be interr'd from Nam 
what his Son Solomon did afterwards, when tion 
he put in Execution what his Royal Father fays 
had thus deſign'd. But there is no need And 
Only for inferring this, inaſmuch as we ex- as fe 


preſsly read, 1 Chron. 22. 5, that David an 5 

ſaid, — The Houſe that is to be built for 
the Lord, muſt be EXCEEDING MAGNI- % me 
FICENT, OF FAME, AND OF GLORY, | bunda: 
throughout all Countries. . 

10. So Reaſonable and Full of Piety was Name 
— this Deſign of King David, that no ſooner upon by 
approv/d of did He acquaint Nathan the Prophet there- F notice 
& Nathan with, but he preſently approv'd of it. 
thr. And Nathan ſaid to the King, Go, do Al from : 
'  rbat is in thy Heart: for the Lord is 11di, 

with Thee. 2 Sam. 7. 3. Nay we learn I} ken of 

expreſſy from Scripture, that the Deſign I be Zeal, 
was very Pleaſing unto GOD himlſelt, 
For thus we find Solomon fpeaking 2 Chron. I that Ze: 
6. 8. But the Lord ſaid to David my Fa- Places: 

ther > Foraſmuch as it was in thy Heart, Token of 


to build an Houſe for my Name, THOU An, wi 
h RESTO nr DIDSF a Man ( 


J 


/ 
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DIDST WELL in that' it wa in thy - 
Heart. 

After which it imnedistely follows in 11. 
the fate Chapter v. 9. Not wit hſtanding / An At of 
thou ſbals not build the Houſe, but th 60 B. 1 
Son, "which all come forth out of thy ene Op- 


Lau, ſhall build r Houſe | for my bofrald 
Name. 1 Reaſon of which Prohibi- for 1 bull 


tion we are inform'd of by what David © Houle” 


fays to Solomon, 1 Chron. 22. 7, g. Mane. 
And David ſaid to Solomon + My Son, 
as for Me, it was in my Mind 7 build 
an Houſe unto the Name of the Lord my 
GOD. But the word of the Lord came 
e me, 1 aying Thou haſt ſhed Blood a- 
bundant ly, and baſt made great Wars : 
Thou ſhalt not build an Houſe unto my 
Name, becauſe thou haft f ſis much Bled 
upon che Earth in my ſight. This I take 
notice of, that I may from hence ob- 
ſerve to the Reader, that as we learn 
from theſe Particulars relating to the 
Building of the Temple, that it is a To- 
ken of a Man's Piety roward GOD, to 
be Zealous for the Houſes of GOD or 
Places of Divine Worſhip, and out of 
that Zeal to be Willing to build ſach 
Places; ſo on the other hand it is a 
Token of GO D's r peculiar” Favour 0 4 


Alan, when the Divine Providence gives 


Man Oportunity and Leave, for to 


dul a * to his Honour and Service. : 
An 


— — 4 
* 
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44 »'Tha\Rich Marrs Duty to 
12. 0 And, having. made rhis Obſervation by o 
David's the way, I go on to ſhew further, how | givi 
hy acc HY AN ing David's Deſign of build- and 
ceptable ting the Temple was to GOD, And this be 
ray 8 will appear from the Great and . Gracious 29. 
. 81. keel GOD made to David on Ac- that 
count of and . Reward for, this 
bis Pious De Alſa the. Lord tells 
2 1 14909 that HE. WII. 1. MAKE AN 
8 HOUSE. aA ben ty Days be. ful 
fd, and thou ſhalt ſteep with thy Fa- 
\ thers,. I. will ſet uh thy 2 after Thee, 
.#vhich ſhall. proceed out of thy, Bowels, and 
IL. WILL ESTABLISH HIS KINGDOM. 
_ He {ball build an Houſt for my Name, and 
I WILL-STABLISH THE, THRONE 
_ 7 HIS,\ KINGDOM FOR EVER. ] 
SHALL, BE MY SON.. i If be commit in- 
; Hie, 4 willachaſlen bim,' with the rod 
Men, and with the ſtripes F the Chil- 
== of. Mens; But My. {MERCY  ſva!! 
not DEPART, AWAY from HIM, as / 
took it From Saul, whom I have put away 
before tbrei dnd THY HOUSE, and 
'THY.KINGDOM GI beESTABLISH'D 
FOR EVE R before Thee: THY 
THRONE, ſhall be ESTABLISH'D FOR 
EVER. 2 Sam, 7. II- 16. 
So great a Promiſe and fo; Genal : a Re 
ward was This, that All the remaining 


yo of 2 Narbe 7. Namely from Ve 18. 
ro 
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to M. 29. is taken up with a Thankſ⸗ 
giving of David to G00 for the ſame, 
and a Prayer that the ſaid Promiſe might 
be actually made Good. Thus v. 23. 
29. And now, O Lord GOD, - the Word 
that thou baſt ſpoken concerning "thy Ser- 
vant, and concerning his HOUSE, efta- 
bliſh'it for ever, and do as thou haſt ſaid. 
Aud let thy Name be magnify'd for ever, 
ſaying, The Lord of Hoſts is the GOD 
over Iſrael.” Ani let the HOUSE of thy 
Servant David de ESTABLISH'D before 
thes. For thou, O Lord of Hoſts, GOD 
of Iſrael; haft reveal d to thy Servant, ſay- 


45 


ing, WILL BUILD THEE AN 
HOUSE. Therefore bas thy' Servant 
found in bis heart to pray this Prayer 


unto Thee. And now, O Lord GOD, thou 
art That G0 D, and thy Words be True, 
and thou haſt PROMIS'D THIS GOOD- 


NESS. unto thy Servant. Therefore nom 


let it pleaſe thee ro BLESS THE HOUSE 
of thy Servant, that it may CONTINUE 


"OR EVER before Thee. For thou, O Lord 
GOD, haſt ſpoken it, and with THY BLES- 
SING ler the HOUSE OF thy Servant 


be BLESSED FOR EVER. | * 
From this Prayer and Thankſgiving the 


Reader may perceive, how great and Sig- Tie Ule ts 


nal a Mercy in the Eſteem of David was 


1 


be made of 
the forego- 


That, which GOD was pleaſed” to promiſe ing Para. 
him, on Account of, and by Way of Re- erabb. 


ward 


* 


F _ . * 
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Expreſſion, when GOD, promiſes to ij, 
David an Hahſe namely, that this Houſe 
ſhould be Bleſſed, and Eftablithed fo as to 


Continue for ever. 

14. 

6 the ſorecited Paſſages: of Scripture, how 

1 GOD's dealing with David in this particu: 

wards and lar Point anſwers, or is agreeable to that 

Pon, 1ſiral Method of GOD's dealing with Men, 

| kg both in Rewarding and Puniſhing,' which 

nature of is obſervable in the Sacred Hiſtory. For 

de upon due obſervation it will be found, that 

Deeds, GOD is wont to adapt and ſiit both his 
\ Rewards and Puniſhments. after. ſuch a 

manner, as that his Rewards carry in — 

ſome Affinity or Likeneſs to the . Good 

Deeds by him Rewarded ; and likewiſe his 

Puniſhments carry in them ſome Likeneſs 

to the Bad Deeds by him Puniſhed. . And 

this Method we find the Divine Wiſdom 

25 it were nicely following in, the par- 

ticular inſtance of David we have been 


ſpeaking of. David out of his great Pie- 


ty deſigns to build GOD an HOU SE; 


GOD, by way of Reward for ſuch his pious 
| Deſign, promiſes that He will build DA- 
VID an HOUSE : The Holy Spirit keep-! 
ing exactly the ſame Expreſſion in both Ca- 


ſes, on purpoſe (as * be reaſonabl7 
ſuppos d) 


ward for David's Intention to build an 
Houſe to GOD. The Reader may alſo 
hence learn, what is the Meaning of the 


The Reader may 8 remark from ; 


an 
fo 


Expreſſion is the ſame; ſo is there a Same- 
neſs or Agreement to be obſerv'd in the 


Ever, that is, the Kingdom ſhould be eſta- 
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ſuppos d) to make us take notice of the fore- 
mention'd Method of GOD. And as the 


Things themſelves, denoted by -the faid 
Expreſſion, when ſpoken of GOD, and 
when ſpoken of David. The Tabernacle 
being no other than a Tent, was made 
(like other Tents) to be taken down and 
removed from place to place; Inſtead 
whereof David deſigns to build for GOD's 
Service an Houſe, i. e. a Fabrick made 
(not to be taken down and removed, as 
the Tabernacle was wont, but) to Continue 
Stable or Unmoved in the ſame place for e- 
ver. Agreeably hereunto, by way of Re- 
ward, GOD promiſes David, that where- 
as the Kingdom had been taten away from 
the Houſe or Family of Saul, and remo- 
ved to the Houle of David, it ſhould ne- 
ver be in like manner taken away from the 
Houſe of David, but his Houſe and his 
Kingdom fhould be eftabhſb'd or continue for 


bliſh'd and continue to his Houſe or Fami- 

ly for Ever. | 

I here ſtill remains to be taken notice of 15. 

another remarkable Circumſtance, which Another 

tended to render David's Deſign of build- gan 

ing GOD an Houſe, the greater Act of which re- 1 

Piety, and ſo more highly pleaſing to GOD. e N. | 14 

We read then, 2 Sam. 7. 1—7. Thus ſor ſign of | 
che 
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Building the Lori, Shalt 1 ; hailed me os Hine * 
ede me to del in? Whereas I he, NOT 


DWELT zin any HOUSE, fince. the. time 


„ that'd oh dung Children of Iſngel, out 


of e gen to thir day, but haue wald 
WS. a 27 and in 2 Tabernacle. In all the 
places "wherein I haue thald mith all the 
Children of: Ifael, SPAKE IA WORD 
with am "of" the! Triles (or, as it is 
1 Chrom 17. 6, rich any of % fe 
Ifrarl, whom I cammanded to feed | my 
cople' Iſtael, ſaying, why build; ye not me 
an Houſe of Cedar' ? That this was ſpoken, 
not by Way of Diſcommendation, hut of 
Recommendation, may be plainly, inferr'd 
from the Context immediately following ; 
wherein GOD having recounted to David 
the Mercies he had already, vouchſafed un- 
to him (Cv. Thur ſayr the Lori f Hot, 
I took thee from the Sher p. cot, from follow- 
ing the Sheep, to h 4 Ruler over ny Hecple, 
over Iſruel, &c. v. g. 11: thereunto-ad- 
joins by way of Reward for David's Inten- 
tion of building an Houſe to the Lord. 
ALSO the Lord tells: thee, that be will 
MAKE THEE AN HOUSE, v. II. 
But the Matter wants no Interring, it be- 
ing put out of all Doubt. by what (ads has 
been afore obſerved) is expreſsly ſaid, 2 
Chron. 6. 8. The Lord ſaid to xvid my 
Father, Foraſmuch ar it was in thy Heart 


20 bull an Houſe” fbr y Name, IIC 
build an Houſe for as DIDST 


f 3 n 
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DIDST WELL that it was in thy beart: 
It is from hence evident beyond Excepti- 

n, that when it is ſaid, 2 Sam. 7. 35—7. 
Thus ſays the Lord, Shalt thou"bwild me an 


wherein I hade walked —— 


e of Cedar; theſe Words were ſpoken, 
not to Diſcommend, but the more to Re- 
commend David for the Deſigti' he had. 
And the Reaſon, why David deſetved the 
More to be Recommended, is plainly ſet 
forth by the Holy Spirit to be This: 
Becauſe David had ſuch a Deſign, NOT. 
WITHSTANDING: GOD had not dtvelt in 
n Houſe ſince the I{raelites coming out of 
Egypt ; not ſo much as ſpake a Word con- 
cerning building him an Houſe. © Had 
GOD Afore dwelt in any Houſe, or had he 


Afore ſpa ke aWord concerning building him 


an Houſe, Either of theſe Citcumſtances 
had been a plain Indication, that an Houſe 
ought to have been built for GOD to 
dwell in. And had David, upon ſuch 
an Indication, deſign'd to have built 
GOD an Houſe, it had been an Ad o 
Piety in him; but it was a much GREAT- 
ER Af of Piety in him, for to take up 
ſuch # Deſign; not by the Help of any 
ſuch outward ä » but purely by 

: the 


F 


Houſe for me to dwell in * WHEREAS T F 
have NOT DWELT is any HOUSE, 
fence the time that I brought ap the Children 
of Tſrael out of Egypt ln all the plarer 
i bade 10 SPAKE I A 
WORD, — ſaying, Why build ye nat ne an 
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the inward. Suggeſtion of bis ; oryn Reaſon 
influenc'd/with a more than ordinary Love 

| and Honour of GOD. > u att Int thy 

| 16. «+ We'\knowt-.that. to Do. for a, Friend, 
The former What he ese bids. or defires. us, is uni- 
g lat verſally! eſteemn'd as 2 Mark of our Low 
trated by and ſpe % OUT, ſaid Friend. But ro 
Mens Be, Do for him, what he dos not expresfly 
one toward bid ot deſire us, * 10 
anot here general, that it would Acceptable 
unto him, if it were done, is eſtecmd 

us a Matk of greater Love. and Reſpect» 

And laſtly, to Do any thing that tends 

to our Friend's Honour and Service puro- 

ly of Oterſelves, or without ſo much ps 


oft, 


any Intimation from Him, that He would that 1 
have it done; this is juſtly eſteem'd as the C 
4 Mark of the very greateſt Love and Re. f 


Jpe# we can have for or ſhew to our concen 
Friend. But now we are directed by Reafor, 
GOD himſelf (Malac b. 1. 6. &c.) to that B 
judge of our Love and Honour to GOD, Temple 
by the ſame Rules whereby we judge %% die 
of our Love and Honour to Men; and H and C 
it is ebident that G00 do's judge of pie; 5 
our Love and Honour to Him by the O we. gh 
ſame Rules. Whence it clearly follows, that 33. 
that David's Deſign to build GOD an 4, fry 
ouſe, WHEREAS GOD bad: NOT back for 
WELT in any HOUSE, Afore,,. nor age. 
SPAKE A WORD concerning building him BY. 
an HOUSE, was an Ad of 8 rreſently 


7 


£5 1 
10 
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_— ay 5 GOD ; ; and *accor- 

g very, ſignal an extraordina 

Reward (as has been alteady e uy 

. given to G0 by David for fame. 
Have che longer dwelt on this Re- 1 

atk, ee Fe, 

an Eviderite, t 


"things relating to the Publick * 12 
Service f 605, for Ghbich we have 

not only nb expreſs. Command in 2 
ture, bur alfo nor o much as any am- \ 
ple or Intimation. ence evidently 8 
rs, how weak and inlignificant are 

oft,” if not All, of ole Pretences 

that are made uſe of for ſeparating from 

the Church of England. 

Laftly, it remains hefe Mill to obſerve 18. 
concerning David, that, altho' for the David, hs 
Reaſons abovemention- d. GOD faw. fit, 1 — 
that David himſelf ſhould not build the theremp!e, 
Temple, but his Son Solomon ; yet Da-2* Hd 
vid did not hereupon 5 alide all Car Cy making 
and Concerm for the building of the Ten- great pre- 
pie; but an the contrary, out of his fr 
Own great Piety, 700 out 0 70 Work, 
that bie Son Solonion was young and. * 
der, and that the Houſe iſe that. was 
buile for the Lord, was LN x excee 


Ma cent Fame 0 Glo 

. alt e > AR He 1 5 

preſently MADE PREPAR ATION for 11 
2 


jt catries in it fo glaring . R.. 
t We may , not only se. 
= 5, 'Þiit even moſt” Fer to againſt ou 


- I-25 * 4 PR 
” . 
-- FE he 1 5 
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| and that 4 BUND ANT LY before bis 
Death; as we are inform'd 1 Chron. 22.. 5. 
19. 4 And not only ſo, but David alſo took 
And 6, in- ſpecial Care to inſtru@ his Son Solomon, 
ſrufting as to the faithful Diſcharge of his Duty 
« ts the iti building the Temple; and withal laid 
Diſcharge a Charge upon all the Princes of Jf-ael 
3. to aſſiſt his Son in the Work, as we 
read in the remaining part of 1 Chron. 
22. And again ſome time after, (as we 
read 1 Chron. 28.) David in a ſolemn 
Aſſembly of all the Princes and great 
Officers, exhorted and encourag'd Solomon 
. to the Building of the . Temple ; and 
alſo (as we are inform'd 1 Chron. 29.) 
took notice to the whole Aſſembly, that 
Solomon bis Son * yet young and ten 
der, and the Work being great, (for the 
- PALACE was not for Man, but for the 
 - LORD GOD) He bad PREPARD 
i WITH ALL HIS MIGHT for the 
Hoyle of his GOD, the Gold for things 
to be made of Gold &c. Moreover, 
becauſe he had SET HIS AFFECTION 
to the Honſe of his GOD, He had 7 
- HIS OWN PROPER GOOD, of Gold 
and Silver, which be had GIVEN to the 
Houſe f bis GOD, OVER and A- 
BOVE All that he bad Prepar'd for 
the, Holy _ even three thouſand 
Talents of Gold, of the Gold of Ophir ; 
aud ſeven thouſand Talents. f Silver, ts 
p ; | Ser 


ae . ten 
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overlay the Walls of the Houſe  withal 


| &c. v. 1—5. 


After which, from this his own Ex- 20», 
ample, . He excited and ke upon the 4nd alſo 
Princes to contribute likewiſe Liberally the 
to the Work, as it follows v. 5—9. And Princes 
who then is WILLING TO CON. g chief 


SEC RATE HIS SERVICE this day conritue | 


unto the Lord 2 Then the Chief of the Fa- nl 

chert, and Princes of the Tribes of Iſra- wat, 

2 and the Captams of Thouſands and 
Hundreds, with the Rulers over the 


ings Work, O FFERED WILLING- 


. os and & AVE fe or the Service f the 


Houſe of GO D, If Gol ue thouſand 
thouſand Drams ;, and 

Silver: ten 5 7 Talents; and of 
Braſs eighteen thouſand Talents, and one 
hundred thouſand Talents of tron. And 
they with whom Precious Stones were 
GAVE them to the Treaſure of 


the Houſe of the Lord. Then 5.4 People 


rejoyced, for that they offer d W IL LING- 
EY, becauſewith PERFECT HEART 
chey offer'd yo entre to the Lord: 
and David the King alſo rejayced with 
great Foy. Inſomuch that David made 


à ſolemn Fhankſgiving to GOD upon 


this Account, which follows v. IO—2C, 
and which 1 ſhall have occaſion hereafter 
70 take more rae? notice of. 


. 4 
"= | 
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21. Lhave been. the - more willing to, TY 
SumeChep- ſelibe theſe Paffages out of Chapter 22 and 
— rok 28 and 29 of J. Chron, not only becauſe 
227 they contain. ſeveral Particulars of excel- 
der c, bent Uſe to my preſent Deſign, but alſo 
ches, beciule the Whole two Books af Chronicles 
1 75 being left J. of the Calendar, which di- 
1 G wh Leſſons are to be read in the 
e theſe Chaptetss Are 17 0 

read in our Churches, and canſequently 
rig 0 Little, it at All, known to the 
enerality of Nee among Us. Phe 
Reaſon, why the Compilers of the faid Ca- 
Kage left out on Ino a of n 


15 ing. But what is A* the — 
mention d 1 Chran. 22 and 28 and 2g, be- 
ing No fuch Repetition, but a Supplement to 
that part of the Sacred Hiſtory, _ 1 
contain'd between 2 Sam. 7. and 1 27 
2, it is to be Wiſh'd, that, as the H. 
5 ie 7205 FE rhe Writer 06 the 


5 Pete 2001 775 the forementioned 
Chapters, wherein 1 Supplement is 
contain d A, be read in aur Churches, as 
tending to bezet in as Hearers a due 3 
of. 
11 


r ——_ 1 D 
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of the Duty I am ſpeaking of, and to 
excite them to the Practice thereof. 


I come tlierefore to the Application of 22. 


| theſe-and the other Paſſages afore-cited, The firſt 


as relating to David's Concern and Zea ference TO 
for the Serrice and Houſe of GOD. — 
David then, as ſoon as he came to be King I David. 
over all Tac. make it his principal Con- 

cern, to have the Ark of GOD — 

from tbe Houſe of Abinadab ? And is not 

every Gentleman taught by this ap deg of 

this King and Man after GOD's 

Heart, that, as ſoon as he comes to his E. E- 

ſtate or Ability, he ought likewiſe to make 

it his principal Concern, to have Reareſsd, 

ar much as in him lies, whatever is — 7 

in relation to the Pullicb Service and 


in F e 1 


nour of GOD 2. 


Did the Ark's being i 


| . and not having a ſuitable Place ve — e. 


fer apart for it, appear to David a thing ſo rence. 
altogether inconſiſtent with a true Zeal for 
's Honour 200 Service, that He dow. 


ed he would nat, and accordingly did not, 


dmell in bis own New Houſe, until be bad 


found out 4 Place for the Ark, an Habita- 


rs + the the GOD of Jacob, i e, had pre- 
nd ſet apart a very Decent . 
able Place for the Publick Service of 
GOD > And do's not this Action of Holy 
David contain in it a plaim and ſevere Ri- 
F . e 
+ fe | 


be Rich Man's Duty to 
ive in their own Houſes contentdly, na nay ry 


Pleaſure,or without ſhewing any re 
altho' their Pariſh Church be ſo 7 lam, 
ab 
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and fo far out of Repair, as to be 
ing the Publick Service of GO D ; ' na 

though it be ſo far gone to Decay: and 
28 that Divine Service ce be perſorm d 
in it? 

24. Did Davids Piery il 90 * and 
The Third teach him, that it was not Enough for him 
Inference. to place the Ark of GOD in 4 Kine) Tens, 

whilſt He himſelf liv'd in àn Houſe of 2 
dar; but that a due Senſe of GOD's Ma- 
jeſty did require 'of him, that the Houſe 

7 OD 'ſbould be more Ma gnificent than his 
Houfe-; whereupon David forthwith 
reſolved ts 2 ſuch an Houſe for the Ser- 
vice of GOD ? And are we not to learn 
from hence, that there is a great Want ' of 
© _ in All ſuch Perſons, as can lay out 
vn 2 and Profuſe Sums in building  fate- 
ty 2 2s for 1 — and yet can let 
their 2 Churches lie in a Mean or Rui- 
nous Condition, and can think Much to 
give to 4 Brief enn, to their Abili- 
PU AL GH 

25. 5 Nay, are there not many * bom 
How very gen among Us, where not only the Dwel- 
- _ ling-houſes of Rich Perſons, but alſo their 
imitating Salle if not / their very Do Lenne lu, are 
pe * better built, or kept in — Repair and 

Order, chan their Pariſh Churches 2 1 
2 = : —— 


=” wal oF 


rid Impiety l That every any Man ſhould 
become ſo void of Reaſon, that ever any 
Chriſtian ſhould become ſo ignorant or te- 
gardleſs of his Duty, as thus to prefer, 


not only Himſelf, but even his Horſes 


9 


and his Dogs, to his GOD! Do ſuch 
Perſons ever ſeriouſly conſider, that they 


are not tb live here for Ever, but to 
appear be fore GOD in Another World. 


like manner as they have deals with GON 


Here? Do they ever ſeriouſly conſider, 


what Reaſon might, if Revelation had 
not, inform'd them of, vi. that Them 
that HONOUR God, God will H Q- 
NO UR, and they that DESPISE Him, 
fall. be LIGHTLY ESTEE MD 
likewiſe by Him? 1 Sam. 2. 30. 14 
Did David not only reſolve to build 


and to be devlt with by Him There, in 
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26. 


ſuch an Houſe. for GOD'S Service, but The fourth 


withal preſen 
1 ALL — 3 and 
out f bis Own proper Goods. give v 

9 — as 2 Token of his AFFEC. 
TION to the Houſe of his GOD 2 And 
are not Perſons of Wealth and Ability 
hereby taught, that They ought not to 
content themſelves with RNeſoluti- 
ens-:of doing Good ſome time or other, 
but ought Actually to contribute to ſuch. 
Works of Piety as offer themſelves at 
the ipreſent, and eſpecially to the Re- 
fn f dreſſing 


tly ſet ahour Preparing for laference, 


which A of the Land requires 


32 be 3 


g of whatever is 1 ro the 
1 or Ber vice of GOD, and that with 
ALL THEIR MIGHT, or truly and 
ſincerely according to the beſt of their A- 
bility ; not thinking it Enough ſor them 

to pay that bare tion den Gi their 
Ordinary Nei ohbours or - Pariſmoners, 


of them, but on the con OVER 
aid ABOVE" WILLING LY. G. 
ING. as mob as their Abiliry will rea- 
ſor 3 and that as 4 Token 
of their AFFECTION te the Houſe 
and Servite , G0 D? Ig there not 
too much Reaſdu, to look on ſuch Per- 
ſons of Ability as a Otherwiſe, to be 
Ferſons which want a' dus A FF EC. 
TION to the Honour and Service of | 
- SGODF' v2 yt 
Did David, 7 bis edler in 
' coneributing Teal to che Building of 
the Temple, ffir up and induce” the Prin- 
ces and Great Men of J to contri- 
bute likewiſe in à Liberal manner to the 
fame Pious Work? And do's not this ſerve 
to teach all Perſons of Piſtinction and 
Gen de that they ought likewiſe by their 
beral — riots to the build- 
ing of Churches, to giv⸗ 


_— 
: to-Others'to do dne fume >. 
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Did David not only make ſuch Reſa- 28. 


lutions and Pre carer * 11. for — 
— of the Pen alſo foence. 
as it pleas'd G85 — he aca 


— put in Execution, what he had fo 


Religiouſly defign'd rake great Care 'to 
inſtru&@' and erbost bis Son Solomon again 
and again, that he ſhould be ſure Faith- | 
fully to diſcharge this great Duty? And 
dive not this Man after GO D's' own 
Heart thereby”: taught All Parents of 


Wealth and Ability, that they ought, 


not only Willingly to contribute che- 
ſelves' What they can to the Building of 
Churches, but alſo to take care that ther 
Children be ſufficiently inſtructed, 


the great Duty lyin them — a 
the ſame, as Occa Vee 160 2 ns dell offer them- 
88 e e call the Bouſe he 29, 
Di j 29. 
deſign'd to build for G08 Service, no . 
other than a PALACE' far the LORD fire. 
60D, and thereupon obſerve to the * 
princes of Tfael, that the Work was greas, 
foraſmuch 'as the "Houſe ouglit to be 
ſomewhiat ſuitable to the Majeſty, for 
whoſe” Service it was built, and there- 
fore Stately and M. gnifieent v And are 
not we hereby roughe, "what "Notjons we 
ought” to have of Churches? That we 
ought to look upon tet, not barely: 
18 Hees yr or Mew to meet to- 
* gether 
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- The Rich Man's Duty o 
gether for the ance of Divine 
Service, but alſo as PALACES, where- 
| in "the Divine Majeſly do's dwell in a 
ial manner, and wherein conſequent- 
ly'GOD vouchſafes to meet with Men 
in a ſpecial manner; - which therefore 
ought to be built, and. always. kept in 
ſuch Decent and beautiful Repair and 
Order, as is ſuitable to ſuch Palaces, 
and the Abilities of Thoſe who live in 
the reſpective Pariſnes. And if it ſo hap- 
pen, that any Pariſh is not of _— 
it ſelf to Build, or Support its Church 
when built, after ſuch a Decent and 
Beautiful manner; then it becomes the 
Duty of Ocbers, who are of Ability, to 
contribute Liberally to the lame accord; 

ing to their Ability, 

30. Further, the — that our 
ES Churches are nd other than 'PALACES 
of. the Divine Majeſty, | teaches us, that 
they ought not to "treated as common 
Hoy but that there > -4 at All 
Out of as well as In Divine Ser- 
— a Solemn Regard and — — be 
ſhewn to them. pr ve accordingly this 
— — = yt has 5 
presſly comma it. 19. 30. Te 
ſhall keep ny Sabbath, and Reverence my 
Santtuary : J am the Lord. Where it 
is obſervable, that Reverence to the Place 


as e to the Day ſet apart for Pi- 
vine 


+ © 1 0 
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manded 
ry. ſame Reaſon given for Both, name- 
ly, I an the Lord. And I the rather 
take notice of this, becauſe it very much 
ſerves to prove further the great and in- 
diſpenſable we lye un 
y to the Building and Keep- 
ing Churches in a decent and beautiful 
manner. For this is one principal way 


of ſnewing Reverence to the Sanfluaries 


f 60D, inſomuch that to have 4 Re- 
verence for any Sanctuary of GOD, and 


at the | ſame time Wilfully to let it he 
Undecent, and go to Ruine, are things 
contradicto utterly inconſiſtent one 
with the other. | l. Nn 

I ſhall mention but one Uſe more, that 


upon Record, that GOD ſaid to David, 


THOUDIDST WELL in that it was 


in thy Heart to build an Houſe to my 
Name? And is not this thus left upon 
Record for our Admonition, namely to 
admoniſh and inſtru& us, that it ought 
likewiſe to be in our Hearts, accordin 
to our Ability, to contribure to the Build: 
ing of any Houſe to GO D's Name or 
Service, where it is wanting? For is it 
not our bounden and indiſpenſable Du- 
29; ty, 


„to con- 
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vine Service, is jointly and equally com- 
GOD; and One and the ve- 


I. 
may be made of the forecited Paſſages N-ninch 
of David's Zeal for the Houſe and Ser-, 
vice of GOD. Is it then expresſly left 
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„to do whatever we know is 4 
2 to GOD, and is winbin out aa, 
And conſe quently, ſince we thus evi- 
dently roy from this inſtance of David, 
that re build. an Houſe: 26: GOD'S Nane, 
is a Work moſt highly Acceptable to Him, 
is it not our indiſpenſable Duty, to do All 
wit hin owr Power toward performing a Work 
ſo Aeceptable unto GOD? Wh) ao 
32. Such are the Lee which may and 
7k Cloſe cught to be made of the Example of 
Genen, David, That Man after | GOD's own 
Heart, to teach and convince us of the 
great and ind; we lie un- 
der to contribute. Liberal to the Build. 
ing of Churches. As for the 
which may be drawn from the ſignal 
Rewards that GOD beſtowd on David 
for his Zeal to his Houſe and Service 
in order to excite and encourage us to 
the Practice of the Duty I am ſpeaking 
of, I ſhall reſerve them or 88 
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Containing eb: P. 8 As * 
Hot h yo Tabernacle and Temple, 
0 
aud ferve io ſbew the Duty ef co. 
1 tributing, Liber erally, not only to the 
wennn . e alfo 
to the 1 
of Churches. 
e 3 FAY conſid der | Vick «Pati Is 
as relate much alike, both to the Ta- Particu- 
nacle and the I emple, and which ſerve 2. 99" 
to ſhem further the Duty of Contribu- is Faber. 
ting 3 mob only to the Build. ay ons 
ing or but alſo to the Beau. Pe 
Ne an 9 . an 
ry then Exod. 35. it, Ge. 2. 
Rag by D's, own e t the 44 f 
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Ark was to ' overlay'd. with Þ RE a 


£ OLD, and. that within, and without: 5 and Mere 
and chat there was to be madg upon it ©y-ſeat, 
@ Crown of PURE GOT D round. 1 
bent z, and there were to be caſt 550 
Rings of GOLD for it; and that che 
Seaves, which were to be put into the Rings, 

by the Sides of the Ark, and whereby the 
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was to be born, were to be overlay'd with 
GOLD. We read alſo v. 17. &c. that 


the Mercy-Sqas at Was to be made of PURE 


601 D. ind tus Cherubims of GOLD 


in the two Ends of the Mercy-Seat. Like- 


wiſe we bead v. 23, &c. chat rhe Table, 
whereon' was to be ſet the Shew-bread, 
was to be averlay'd fvith PURE GOLD, 
and there was to be made thereto a. Crown 
of GOLD round about, and Alf n GOL 
0 JEN Crows 10 whe” W _ 


wound 
3 And 


the 8 Me were on Ty Into the 


Rings, and whereby the able was to 
be born, was to be overlay d with GOLD. 
_ Alſo there was. to be made 4 Candleftitk 
ol PU 8075 of beaten Work ; and 


- the Tongs. 15 — 2 the Smuff di Per 


. 


Next in 
relation to 


'_ #heCur- 


tains, Pil- 
lars, c. 

in the Ta- 
 bernacle, 


thereof were to be of PURE. GOLD. 
After which in Exod, 28: we Have 
firſt an Accouht of the Citdins of the 
Tabernacle, which Kas been () already 
taken notice of. Then v. 15 &c. that 
the Boards, which were to ſtand up on 
the Sides of the Tabernacle, were to be 
overlay'd with. GOLD, and that there 
were to be made to them Rings of GOLD 
for places for the Bart; and that the 
Bars were to be overly with GO LD; 


P N 
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preeſt, 1 
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and that there were to be about fifty fix 
Sockets F STLF ER to be put under the 
Boards; and that the five Pillars of Sbit- 

tim Wood, which were to be made for 

the Hanging for the Door of the Tent 

were to be overlayd with GOLD, and 
their Hooks were to be of GO LD. 

And Exod- 27. we are inform'd, that . - 
the Altar of Burnt-offering was to be 8 4 
made of Shittim-1wood and overlay'd with abe Altar 
BRASS; aud All the Veſſels thereof tpn” 
were to be made of B RAS; that the Se. in the 
Pillars round about the Court of the Ta- 4 * 
bernacle, and their Sockets were to be of 
BRASS; but the Hooks of the Pillars, 
and their Fillets were to be of SILVER: 
and laſtly, that All the Pins of the Ta- 
bernacle, and All the Pins of the Court 


were to be of BRASS. 


And Exod. 28. we are further inform'd, 5+ 
that as to the Holy Garments of the High- iini, 
price they were to be made for GLORY tte Gar. 

for BEAUTT, namely an Ephod, a Fs Gr. 
Breaſt-plate, a Robe, a broider'd Coat, zizh-prieft 
a Miter and a' Girdle. The Ephod was «n*Priefts: 
to be made of GOLD, of Blue and Pur- 
ler, and of fine twin d Linen, 
with Cunning Work. And the Curious 
Girdle of the Ephod was to be of the 
ſame. And the Breaſt-plate was to be 
made with Cunning Work after the Work 


of the Ephod. And the Robe of the 


F -  Ephod 


66 
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Ephod was to be made All of Blue; and 
beneath on the Hem of it were to be made 
Pomegranats of Blue, and oY Purple, and of 
Scarlet round about the Hem 

| Bells of GOLD between them round about. 


thereof, and 


And there was to be made 4 Plate of 


PURE GOLD, whereon was to be engra- 


ven, Holineſs to the Lord; and this was 
to be put on the fore-front of the Miter, 
which was to be of. Fine Linen, as like- 


wiſe the embroider'd Coat, and the Girdle 


of Needle ort. And likewiſe for the 


Prieſts there were Coats and Girdles and 


6. 


 Bonnets to be made for GLO RT and for 


BEAUTY. 


have tranſcrib'd theſe Paſſages, becauſe 


Theſe Piſ- Theſe (as well Thoſe above cited out of 
mier w the Chronicles) are never read in our Pub- 


tranſ- 
crib'd. 


7. 


Of the 


ind 12% Holy of Holies) was caruv'd with Knops 


lick Service; ſo that the Generality of 
Perſons (it is to be fear'd) are wholly | 
ſtrangers to them, What relates to ſome 
of theſe Particulars in reference to the 
Temple, is read-indeed Once a Year in our 
Publick Service; but that Once never 
falling on a Sunday or Holyday, 1t 1s to be 
fear'd likewiſe that the fad Paſlages are too 
little known to the Generality of Perſons; 
and therefore it will be requiſite to tranſ- 
cribe them alſo in this place. | 
We read then 1 Aing. 6. 18 &c. that 
the Cedar of the Houſe within (i.e. of the 


and Ric. 
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and the Bowls, * the Sn 


67 


Contribute Liberall 'y to 0 hurc her. 


and open Flowers : All was CEDAR, there ns of the 


was no Stone ſeen. And the Oracle He (viz 
Solo Prepar d in the Houſe Within 
to ſet there the Ark of the Covenant of the 
Lord. And be overlayd it ( via. the 
D with PURE GOLD. Solomon 
'4 the Houſe within with PU R E 
Gord: and he tho 4 Partition, by the 
Chains of GOLD before the Oracle, and 
be overlay d it with GOLD. alſo the whole 
Altar that was by the Oracle, be overlayd 
with GOLD. © And within the Oracle * 
made two Cherubims, and he overlay d the 
 Cherubims with GOLD. And he carv'd all 
the Walls of the Houſe round about with 
Carv'd Figures of Cherubims,and Palm-trees, 
and open Flowers, and overlay d them with 
GOLD, and ſpread GOLD upon the Cheru- 
bims, and upon the Palm-trees. —And be 
cary'd on the the two Doors of the Tem- 
ple, Cherubims and Palm-trees and open 
Flowers, and cover'd them with GOLD, 
firted uon the Carved Work. 

And in 1 Ling. 7. 48 &c. we read, that g. 
Solomon made all the Veſſels, that pertain'd And of the 
wnto the Houſe of the Lord, the Altar of cel, be- 
GOLD, and the, Table of GOLD, whereupon ile erte 
the Shew-bread was : and the Candleſticks A * 
of PURE GOLD, and the Tongs of G0 LD, 
ers, and the 
Baſons, and the Spoons, and the Cenſ er +4 
PURE GOLD: and. * Hinges of _ ; 

2 Sor 
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both for the Doors of the Immer Nomſe, the 
moſt — Place 5 he For whe "Doors of 
the Houſe, to wit, of the" Temple (i. e. 
of the Holy Place). And v. 4. &c. we 
read that the two Pillars, namely which 
were ſet in the Porch of the Temple, and 
the rwo Bowls of the Chapiters, that were 
on the top of the two Pillars ;) and the two 
Net-works, to cover the two Bowl t - "ages 8 
piters which were on 'the Two Pillurr, and 

four Hundred Pomegranats for the two 
 Netuworks; and the ten Baſle „ an ten 
Lavera on the Baſes; and ons Sex, am 
twelve Oxen under the S; and the” Pots, 

and the Shovels, and the Baſons: All theſe 
Veſſels—for the Houſe of the Lord tere 

f briphs BRASS. Ene 
9. From the Accounts here laid before 
The laber: him, the Reader clearly perceives, that 
ogg both the Tabernacle and Temple were each, 
thus richly not only beautify d 1nd adorn'd, but beau- 
7 he in. tify'd and adorn d after the fiueſt and richeſt 
mediate manner. And he is further to underſtand 
— that this was done, by the immediate Ap- 
60D him. hointment of GO himſelf. For as All that 
ſelf. js contain'd in Exod. 25. — Exo. 28. in 
25 relation to the Tabernacſe is no other, 
than what the Ford ſpake unto Moſes, as 
we are expresfly inform'd Exod. 25. 1; fo 
in relation to the Temple we are inform'd 

1 Chron. 28. 19. All a David, 


the Lord made me underſland in _— 


ww 
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by bis Hand upon me, even All the Works of 
this Patierne- - 
If then We * but — call to ind 10. 


and conſider, what Uſe 8. Paul has taught 7h vis 


us (as has been already obſer d) 1s to if th for 


be wade of the auen of the Old 2 


p_ ww ww RuW 


700 A. ThE Fi that Theſe things 
are Our y 7s vr written fe for. = 
 Admoniti0n | py 3 oh has been hy'd 


before us in —— we muſt 42 


teſlarily; make chis pla and natural In- 


nz ber it is likewiſe: Ow bounden 
and indi alen Du 
to contribute Liberal according to. our 
Ability, not only t to the bare Building 
or Repairing: of Churches, but to the 
Beautifying and Adorning of them after 


the 10. nen, manner. For other- 


viſe we become Fa before G O D, for 
not following the go xamples thus ſet 


before Us in the ka b the Old Teſ 


tament, and for not having dus Regard 
to the Tannen therein given Us. And 


this will further appear from the Con- 


fiderations containd in the following 


Chapter, as to the Ræaſan of G O Ds p 


1 5 both the Tabernacle and Tem- 
| hes r enen d pd 
W 


F3 AE. 


toward GOD, 
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deniably appears, that the Taberna- 


— 1 cle and Temple were built, each in its 


the Taber· kind, after the moſt Stateh and Noble man- 
nacle and ner. And that it is likewiſe the indifpen- 


Temple 


bh Stately fable Duty of 'tis' Chriſtians, to build our 


ld, eng Churches after tlie moſt Stately and Noble 


47 to the manner, will, 1'think, undeniably appear 


building of. from duly confidering the Reaſon aſſign' d 


Churches 


inlike man in Scripture, "why © Ns Tabernacle and 
er. Temple were ſo Sumptuouſly built. F or 


the ſaid Reaſon holds equally Good in 


reſpect of our Churches, as it did in re- 


ſpect of the Tabernacle or : Temple, * 


Ir 
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It has been fancy'd by ſome that the 2. 
Tabernacle and Temple were thus rich- hong 
ly Beautify'd and Adorn'd on Typical or founded n 
remonial Conſiderations. But this is ae Digni- 
juſtly to be eſteem'd meer Fancy, ſince oy of _ 
it is ſo far from having any Grounds ture. 
in Scripture, that a quite different Rea- 
ſon 1s therein allign'd, namely ſuch as 
is founded in the very Nature of things 
and a Moral Decency or Suitableneſs of 
One thing to Another. Thus as to the 
Temple, David has told us the Reaſon 
in 1 Chron. 29. 1. Toe Work is great, 
1. e. the Temple is to be built thus 
moſt Stately, and adorn'd thus moſt Rich- 
ly: FOR the Palace is not for Man, but 
or the Lord GOD. Where the Reaſon 
given is manifeſtly. founded on the Dig- 
nity of the Divine Nature above the Hu- 
man, and on Moral Decency or the ſiai- 
tableneſs there ought to be hetween GOD 
and the Temple, on account of the Re- 
lation which the Temple was to have 
to the Divine Majeſty, as being deſign'd 
for his Palace or Service. And the like 
Reaſon is given by Solomon, 2 Chron. 2. 
5. The Houſe which I build, is Great. 
FOR Great is Our GOD above All 
 GOD's. But now the GOD of Us 
Chriſtians being the ſame as the GOD 
of the Iſraelites, and our Churches ha- - 
ving the ſame Moral Relation to Him, 
as had the Temple, inaſmuch as the 
1 F 4 are 


g 
I) be Nich Man's: Dusy to 
are Places alike ſet apart for his Dwelling, 
Honour, and Service; hence there is 
the ſame Reaſon for building our Church- 
es Stately, and adorning — Richly, 
as there was for ſo building and adorning 
the Temple. | 
3 As to the Tabernacle, the Ts. Rea- 
Tic /ame ſan with that concerning the Temple is 
as contain'd in that ſpecial SIRE Lev. 19. 
* wm 30. ye ſhall Reverence my Sanctuæry- I 
m the Lord. Namely, as the Reaſon 
— given, why the Sanctuary was to 
be reverenc d, is this, becauſe it was 
the Lords ; fo Reverenting do's include 
Beautifying "and Adorning, as being one 
Principal”? way, . whereby Reverence is 
ſhewn to any Place, and thereby to Him, 
for '\whoſe Ule and Service Ha Place Is 


de mf 
. 13 ident from the 3 Pas- 


1. jad tice of Mankind. Every one, from the 
pry oh Penſant: to the Peer, Jiſting uiſhes ſuch 
ed on the Rooms in his Houſe, | as he — apart for 
Common Uſes of an Higher Nature, by furniſbing 
ering, and adorning them, after. the beſt man- 
ner his Ability will reach to. And to 

what End among others is this done; 
but that by Receiving Perſons. of Diſtin- 
ction, and entertaining them in our Beſt 

| Rooms when they come to our Houſes, 
we ma . they teſti babe de Reſpect we 
8 N | ch that on the 
5 contrary, 
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contrary, to entertain a Perſon of Diſ- 
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tinction, not in our Beſt R m, but _ 


wherein we ene 1s look d 
upon as a plain piece of 


But now we have no other Wa s to. 


xpreſs our  Qutward: Reſpect or Reve- 4 


expreſs our Reſpect or Reverence to 


4 G0 
en. is fo be 


Whence it is, that (as I above obſerv'd in /ie»" in 


rence to GO, than thoſe 1 we, Revercnca 


| ſhort, and ſhall here more fully take notice — 


of; by the ſame Rules or Outward Afions, «: te Men, 


whereby we judge of our Reſpect or Diſre- 
pect to Men, GOD likewiſe judges of our 
Reſpe& or Diſreſpect to Him. This appears 
from ſeveral paſſages : ——＋ parti- 
cularly Alec. . 2 14 affer the 1 


e in it nor El; 4% He 


che Lame and Sick, i it not Evil s 14 2 


it nom 4mto r GOYERNQU 
Will HE BE PLEASD. with thee or 
ACCEPT t mn, (0: 199 


— ſta. N We. 

y the Wiſdom of 600 to con- 
— . i/raelites. of their Diſreſpect to 
HIM in offering the Blind, and the Lame, 
ad the. Sick tor Sacrifice, was oy. po: 

them in mind, that to do 

* os GOVERNO UR, was what 
they could not but confeſs would be 


1 4 


3 47 Way 
at the Method 


no other than an intolerable piece .of Di - 


Mn * their CONT, 
In 


= 


8 einde Or rs," * 
oy. "The Rich Mans Diuy io 


; e 8 ah 6 ai far ia ld Te "M 
6. In like manner is to be underſtood,” 
The ſame what 1s ſaid 1 Sam, 2. 29. where GOD 


rd. reprovi 15 El; for his Sons Misbehaviour 
'- - and Diſeſpect to his Divine Majeſty, 


ſays : Mhere fore —HONOUREST thou 


$ 


"Offerings of Ifrael ny People? Namely 
Fs 95 — to eat of * Chrefeft pieces of 
. Meat, is eſteem'd among Men 4 Mark 
Wy: 2 "hence G ON reproves Eli 
or ſuffering his Sons to Honour them- 

elves above Him, by taking to themſelves 


: and eating the Chiefeff of pF e, 


of Ifrael. : 8 
Since then it is faffieienthy evident 
7% e. from theſe two päſfiges of Scripturè, 
rence from that GOD expects we ſhould ſhew out 
ar f. Outward Revefence to him by the ſame 
derations, Or lite Actions, whereby we ſhew our 
2 Outward Reverence to Men; and ſince 
. One principal and univerſally Receiv'd 
way of ſhewing our Outward Reverence 


to Men, is by Beautifying and Adorning, 
after the Beſt manner we can, ſuch Pla- 
cer as 'we defign for their Reception, or 
Uſe and Service; it hence moſt evi- 
dently follows, that GO D expects of 
Us, and confequently it is our moſt boun- 
den Duty , likcwiſe to ſhew our Out- 
ward Reverence to his Divine — 
by Beautifying and Adorning, after 00 

1 ; L „ e 
ö i 


' 


* e ABOVE ME, to make yourſelves 
Fat with*the-CHIEFEST of all the 


would you not think yourſelves oblig d out 
of Reſpect to Him, to keep your Church 
not only in Handfom Repair, but alfo 


” 1 EY ps - * | ; — 
f C ontribute Liberal! y to Charches, 


4 
ing 


more Solemn Worſhip and Service. 
In ſhort, the Argument of Reproof made 


Beſt 7 our Ability, Our Churches, as be- 
Places defign'd for GOD to dwell 
in among Us, or for his Publick and 


— 
1 


— 
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8. 


uſe of to the Iſraelites by GOD in Mal. me inte. 


| x. | 8. when apply'd to us Chriſtians, a- 
mounts to thus much, If your Church- 


ven Ruinous , it it not Evil? Were 


"You. to receive your King, and to preſent 


He 1 to Him Weekly therein, 


to Adorn and Beautify it according to 


the Beſt of yaur Ability? Or if you 
did not, would your K 

Perſans, or be lar d with you, and not 
on the contrary look on Himſel as Di, 


ng decept your 


* 


e ſdected by you 2 How much more then 
ought 78171 keep your Churches'in Hand- 


am Repair , and even to Beautify and 
Adorn them, when they ate the Places 
wherein I dwell in-a ſpecial manner, and 


where you have Leave to preſent your 


© Addreſſes to Me, who am the King © 
Kings 2. Or if you do not, how muc 


greater Reaſon have I not to be pleas'd 


with you, or accept your Perſons ? 
- K. 3 * 8 As » . " g 


5 Moreover 


; 
i 


" rence more 
par ticular- 
1. * ly from a 
Es be Unadorn'd, Our of R air, and e- Mal. 1. 8. 


75 Thy Rich Mans Duty : to 


8 Moreover , another End, for hich 
Anmther Men huyd. themſelves Stately Houſes, 
_ and ri y.Beautify, and Adorn them, is 
this Caſe. to ſherw to, Qthers their Dignity and Gran- 
„ | Mts and thereby to draw, from 1185 
er Ne ec. Indeed ſo far are w 
to bel by the Outward Shew . 
pPearance 'of things, that We 't. 
1494 Unſenſitle „that 2 Mean Houſe | migh- 
tily | terids. 40 render the Maſter thereof 
likewiſe Mean in the Opinion v7 thers, 
eſpecially of Common Pe And as 
the Fineneſs or Meanneſs of Houſes has 
ſuch different Influence; on the Min 155 
of Men; ſo likewiſe has the Finene 
4 Meannels 3 of Attendangs, Infomuch 
tha when we ſee a Perſon Re ing 
bo Lc Finely atti ird, the Sight pre- 
dach Commands our Reſpett, even as it 
were whether 1 will or no. N 
when we fee a, truly. Great Perlon. at- 
tended. with Servants but Meanly appa- 
rell'd, the fight preſently, and as it Were 
whether 10 will or na, Mens our Eſteem 
for Him; fo Fan we are forced to uſe 
à fort af V Viol ence with our ſel FO ng 
to ſupphy the Tu? of Qutward Sh 
.by the ng of. Inward Reaſoning, j 
pF to raiſe. and, kee up in our elves 
a juſt Notion of the Dignity of the Per- 
ſon we ſes, and to bring our (elves to i 
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_ thereto, 


niſterte might further conduce to 
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Him an Outward Reſpeck ſuitable to his 


real Dignity. 


Now GO D, as he knows full well 1005 


what is in Man, and conſequently by How 
what Springs He is guided and govern 


Common Experience teaches is natural- j 

ly apt to 
erefore Another Reaſon or End, 

ſides that afore mention'd) for which the 

Wiſdom of GOD commanded, that the 

Tabernacle and Temple nould be, each 

in its kind, Finely 2 an Richly beau- 


_riffd and adorn was This, that the 
Extraordinary Beaury and Sp lender of bis 


Houſe might naturally put ind that came 
in mind of the Divine Excellen- 
cy ant] Majeſty of its Maſter, and conſe- 
quently might be a proper Means to draw 
from them a ſuitable Reverence to his Di- 
vine Majeſty, at leaſt during their Stay 
in ſuch his Houſe, On the like account 
ir was, that GOD gave particular Di- 
re&ion, that the Garments of the High- 
prieſts and Prieſts ſhould be made for BEAU-- 
TT and for GLORY, namely that the 
Beautiful and Glorious "Apparel F his yp 

the 4 
ſuitable Awe and Reverence of 2 


Majeſty, 


ſo in Mererful Condeſcenſion 107 our 2 MM 


firmities, He is pleas'd to Adapt himſelf _— 
to our Nature, and therefore to Require hi mat: 
that to be done to his Houſe, which rice dt 


beget in us Awe and Reverence. > wats 


„ n dh Max's Bp 
Majeſty, in ſuch as came to the Publick 
Worſhip and Service of GOD. _ 
11. And ſince the Reaſon here mention'd 


The inte- for Beautifying and Adorning the Ta- 
rent 


fon abe. bernacle and Temple, ſtill do's and al- 
laft Conſi- ways will hold Good, and fo is equally 
«rations applicable, to our Churches; it hence 
3 follows by parity of Reaſon, that GOD 
G. expects and requires of Us Chriſtians, 

that bis Churches be now in like man- 

ner beautify'd and adorn d according to 


the Beſt of the Ability he has vouch- 


fd us to contribute thereunto; in or- 
om to // nify and put us in mind of his 
Divine Majefty, and conſequently of the 
moſt awful Reverence we ought Out- 
_ , wardly as well as Inwardly to ſhew to 
Him, eſpecially during our Abode in 
his Own Houſs | 
Reaſon holds good, why the Biſhops and 
Prieſts of the Goſpel ſhould likewiſe be 
apparell'd, at leaſt during the Perfor- 
mince of their Offices, not only for 
Decency, but alſo for BEAUTY and 
GLORY; namely, that ſuch their 
Apparel might be a Means of drawing, 


from ſuch as come to the Publick Ser- 


vice, 4 Suitable Awe and Reverence for 
the Divine Majeſty, whoſe Miniſters they 
Are. F ST. 


FP 
k > Ya J. 


or Palace. And the like 


ed Eon. DMF ꝛ f + em «i 
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And the like may be ſaid in relation 132. 


Publick Service of GOD in our Church- 


on-Table, and All the Veſſels and other 


things belonging thereto, ſhould be not 
only Decent, but Rich or Noble in their 
Kind. For if not only the Ark and the 
Table of the Shew-Bread were overlay'd 


with pure Gold; but alſo the Candle- 
Snuff-Diſhes were of pure Gold, and this 


becauſe they were for the Service of the 


LORD GOD, the Dignity of whoſe 


_ Majeſty was ſet forth. by the Richneſs 


of theſe things made ule of in his Ser- 


vice; then by parity of Reaſon, or ra- 


ther much more ought the Bible and 
Common-Prayer Book, the Communion-Ta- 
ble, and Communion-Seſſels, ec. be moſt 
Rich in their Kind, as being us'd in the 


Service of the LORD GOD, and that 


too in an Higher nature than the Uten- 


ſils of the Levitical Service. 


Jam of Opinion, that the Undecent 


fore- 


ſticks, and the very Tongs thereof and 


ini And as 0 
to other Particulars appertaining to the — 


particu- 
es. As that the Bible and Common- Pray- lars =” 
er Book ſhould be bound, not only De- . 


cently but Richy; that the Communi- 


- 
_ Behaviour and Irreverence of the People, wi | 
which is too apparent in many Country —_— 
Congregations, is owing, not in a little Meannefs 

Meaſure, to the very Mean and unde- of Church- 


cent Condition of their Churches, in the 


115 7k Ras th Man's a 16% 
+ Hore-mention'd and other reſpects. And 
| on it is ſome Confirmation of this m wn 
Opinion, that the ſame Perſons, 
behave themſelves thus Jrriverently in 
their own Churches, when they hap- 
pen to come into a Church decentl 
Reautify'd and Adorn'd, appear to be 
ruck thereby with ſome "Awe and Reve- 
, rence, and conſequently to behave them- 
| Elves after a much more Decent manner, 
than in their Own Churches. 
| 4 c e 05.9! of Opinion, that, where- 
Pa, 14 the notwithſtanding 
range of its being ey 7 ef moſt deteſtable 
eee Sin of 1dalatry, has continued to 1 22 


ul 0 
. in all Outward Proſperity for many 


60D" dred years; and the Proteſtant Church, 
Service notwithſtanding its having .reform'd it. 


— ſelf from the ſaid abominable Sin of Ido 
Lutry, has not for many Yeats got He 4 
Ground, but on the contrary has been, 

in ſome part or other of "x frequently 
oppreſs d: Lam (I fay) of Opinion, that 

the Reaſon hereof in ſome, if not in a 
principal, meaſure, is this, "viz. that al- 

tho' the Romiſh Church be guilty of Lo- 

latry, yet ſhe is not (as I\know of) guilty 
of Sacrilege, in with- -holding or taking 
ay from GOD any thing that relates 
to 55 Outward Beauty and Glory of his 
Service or Churches; but on the Con- 


5 wary is very Careful and Zealous, ** 
| the 


. 
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the Churches and whatever elſe apper- 


tains to the Outward Service of GOD 
ſhould be moſt "Stately and Magnificent : 
Whilft on the other fide the Proveftant 
Maw, my She has reform'd _ | 
from , yet 1s deeply gull 

Sacrilege, 77 oith-bolding or * ky 
Many things from GOD, which relate 
to the Outward Beauty and Glory of his 
Churches arid Service. Nay, there 1s 
but too great Reaſon to fear, that One 
principal and general Motive of the Re- 
formation among the moſt Powerful 
was, the Increaſing of their own Tem- 
poral Revenues, by taking to themſelves 
the Revenues of the Church. Now this 
being the Caſe of the Proteſtant Church, 
that Queſtion of St. Paul is but too appli- 
cable to Her, vis. Thou that abborreſt Idols, 
doft thou commit Sacrilege ? Rom. 2. 22. 
In which Queſtion compar'd with the 
foregoing part of the Verſe, St. Paul 
ſeems to mention Sacrilege, as a Sin of 
no leſs Degree than that of Idolatry. And 
indeed it is no Wonder, ſince the ſame 
Apoſtle elſewhere expresſly aſſerts that 
the Covetous Man is an Idolater. Rom. 
5. 5. Upon the whole therefore, if 


notwithſtanding this Guilt of Sacrilege, 
and" conſequently of Coveronſneſs which 


is one fort of 1dolatry, we Proteſtants 


are apt to depend on the Favour of 
G GOD 


82 


GOD for his Protection and our Con- 
tinuance, becauſe we are not guilty of the 
other ſort of Idolatry, which confiſts in 
worſhipping Saints, ec. thus on the o- 
ther ſide may it not be thought, that 
60D, notwithſtanding the Guilt of 
Jdolatry in worthipping Saints and Ima- 
ges, 5 vouchſafe to the Ramiſh Church 
his Favour as to Outward Proſperity and 
Continuanee, for this GRAND RE A- 
SON, becauſe ſhe is not guilty of Sæ- 
crilege, but on the contrary makes - uſe 
of her Outward I reſperity to render the 


Outward Service of G O D moſt Glorious 


15. 


. The Sum 


of this 
Chapter: 


and Magmficent. , - 
But he this as it will, ſure I am, that 
as the Iſraelites. were to Reverence the 
Sanctuam, and as a Mark of their Reve- 
rence thereto , were to Beautify and 
Adorn it, becauſe it ag the LORD's, 
ſo we Chriſtians are equally bound to 
Neverence our Churches, and as a Mark of 
our Reverence thereto, to Beautify and 
Adern them, bccauſe they likewiſe are 
the LORD's. Sure J am, that, as the 
Temple was to be Great, namely both as 
to its Fabrick and Splendour, becauſe 
it was to be 4 Palace, not for Man, but 
fer the LORD GOD, who is Great 


above all Gods, ſo our Chriſtian Church- 


e ought to be Great, both as to their 
Fabrick and Splendour, becauſe they 5 
212 x wie 


no val 
ſerted 1 
theſe C 
ſon wh 
or Tem 
cauſe-th 
there f. 
Place te 
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wiſe are ſo many Palaces, not for Man, 
but for the LORD GOD, ho is Great 
#bove all Gods: ; | 


* * 8 = 1 
2 w , # o* 
my” OY 4 2 As 


IWherein is ſhew'd, that the Tabet- 
nacle or Temple being but One, 
and our Churches being Many, 


is no valid Objection againſt the 
Duty aſſerted in this Treatiſe. 


_—— 


F it be faid, that the Tobernacle and 1. 
Temple were but One in their reſpective ge 


Times, arid therefore from thence canchurch 


be rightly inferr'd only thus much, thatanſwers all 
in every Country there ought. to be ſome 9 
ONE PALACE for the Lord G O Dyermanent 
which ought to be very Stately and Splen-Fndsof the 
did : that this is a wrong Inference, 1 
no valid Objection againſt the Duty aſ- Temple. 
ſerted in this Treatiſe, will appear from | 
theſe Conſiderations, viz. that the Rea- 
fon why. there was but One Tabernacle. 
or Temple among the Iſraelites, was, be- 
cauſe the Wiſdom of GOD faw fit, that 
there ſhould be under the Law, but One 
Place whither the Children of Jrael were 

G 2 4 to 


the Rich Man's hay wo 


to thing their Offering: an > PSY 
and there ould be but One Merzy-ſeat 
and Altar of Incenſe. Whereas-it is One 
great and glorious Privelege of the Goſ- 
pel, that according to the of 
Aal. 1. 11. in EVE RT PLACE B. 
cenſe may e e er'd unto! tb Name » 
GOD, aud a PURE OFFERINC, 
ſuch! as is the Chriſtian Sacrifice of the 
Lords Supper, adminiſtred in every Chriſti: 
a Koe "whereby Chriſt the Frue 
aue feats, is likewiſe exhibited in eve- 
ry Church, 25, well as it was in the Ta- 
bernacle E Temple. So that EVE RT 
_ Chriſtian" C nrch anſwering all the ſpiri- 
tual and permanent Ends of the ON E 
-' Tabernacle or | Temple under the Law, it 
| follows that EVERY Chriftian Church 
zs in effect no other than a Chriſtian Ta- 
Fierngole or Temple, and conſequently has 
a juſt Claim to all the Neverence and 
85 endaur, that was due to the Taberna- 
cle or Temple under the Law, and there- 
fore ought to be 4 PALAC E fer the 
LOR B GOD 
5. luadeed if the foremention'd Ob) effion 
he Whack: drawn from the Tabernacle. or T 8. 
Ales being but One, proves Any thing, 
ſurther will prove à great deal Too much, * 
fewn, in that it is Enough if there be Now but 
ores T ONE PALACE for the LORD 
mack, f GOD, not in r Country, but ALL 
5% Fling. * OVER 
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OFEN THE WORLD; For there 
was hut One Tabernacle or Temple of 
GOD All over the World under the Law. 

All that can be juſtly inferr'd, from 3- 
the Terps being but * and Our u: an 


Inference 


Churches bei ns Many, is this, that there; t» te made 
fore it is impoſſible that our M A fm the 
Churches ſhould be All ſuch; Stately Pa- ten 
laces for the Lord G0, as the ONE. 
Temple was. But this nothing .hinders, 
but that they may, and therefore ought 
Each to be a Palace, in ſuch a manner 
as is ſuitable to our real Abilities. Not 
only the Houſes of different Princes, but 
alſo. the different Houſes of the ſame 
Prince, are not all equally Magnificent; 
105 yet they are All, on account of 
eir Owners and Maſters, call'd Pala. 
ces, and do All in ſome. degree anſwer 
to their Name. And that God do's-ex- 
ct no more, but that our Churches 
ſhould be; Stately and Splendid in fue 
2 manner as is anſtoerable to our Circum- 
ſtances, is evident from the ſecond Tem- 
ple, of which 1, ſhall. ae in the next 
Chapter, 
2 mean while I ** that it may 4. 


be here ſeriouſly confider'd., tes 
there was but ONE PALACE fob the fa the 


LORD. GOD in this OUT - Nation, e. 

2 Rome uen tly All our Chriſtians Of- ow ra- 
ag 4 HG 8 to be brovght, \ torces the 
r 
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Duty lere (that is, wherein alone We Chriſtians 


aſſerted. 


were allow'd by GOD to receive the 


Bleſſed Sacrament of the Lords Supper,) 


and to which Al, at leaſt Males, were 


bound to repair Three times in the Tear, 


as the Iſraelites. or Fewys were to the 


Tabernacle or Temple; ſuppoſing, I ſay, 
the State of Us Chriſtians to be in this 
Caſe like to that of the Fewiſh Church, 


let it be ſeriouſly conſider'd,, What 2 


conſiderable Expence as well as Trouble, 
muſt it be every Year to All fuch as 
liv'd at a conſiderable Diſtance from 


the ſaid Palace, (which muſt be the Far 


greateſt part of the Nation,) for to go 
Thereto, as oft as they were oblig'd. 
Is it not therefore juſtly to be eſteem'd 
a fignal Favour, of GOD, that He is 


pleasd now under the Goſpel to excuſe 
Us from ſuch a conſiderable yearly Ex- 


pence as well as Trouble, by Graciouſſy 
allowing Us to build 2 PALACE or 


Church tor him in our ſeveral Pariſhes ; 
vhereto we may repair without the Trou- 


ble and the Expence of a long Journey, 
and perform all thoſe parts of our Chriſ- 
tian Service, which anſtver to, and even 


excell all thoſe Particulars of Religious 


Worſhip which were to þe perform'd on- 
A. the Tabernacle or Temple under 
r 


the Law? Methinks this _ Con- 


ſhould be 
l 


F 
. 
1 
4 
F 


ideration, if duly weigh'd, 


| Fews, not only had their particular Sy- 


Contribute Liberally to Churches. 
: vega to make us moſt Heartily Wil- 
to contribute Eiberally to the 


Bolling and Beautifying of Churches 
ur reſpective Parihes, by way of 


Dima for ſo ſignal a Favour vouch- 


ſaf d unto Us under the Goſpel. Me- 
thinks it ſhould make Us Willing to con- 
tribute moſt Readily, not only ſo much 
as the foremention'd Tearly Expence would 
amount to, but alſo More on account of 
our being excus'd now from the Tzarly 
Trouble as well as Expence of Journey- 
ing three times ever 
LACE of our LORD GOD. 

And to add ſtill the greater Force to 


Jo 
this Conſideration, I ſhall in ſhort ob- 271 — 
ment fer 


here aſſer- 
ted is fur- 
to maintain and Support, but alſo were #her cnfor- 
oblig'd to p oy a yearly Tribute or Contri- © 

the keeping of the Temple 


ferve further to the Reader, that the 


nagogue in their ſeveral Cities or Towns 


bution towa 
in ſuitable Repair; notwithſtanding the 


great Expences (as well as Trouble) they 
were early at, in going up to the 
Temple at the three 'Solemn or General 
Feſtivals, "and as much \ of tner ar any 
particular Occaſions of their Own, (whie 

were not a Few) requir'd them to ok 
Offerings or Sacrilices: unts the Look bv 


I'S CHAP, 


Year to the PA- 
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| WASTE. New ther 


or one thang 8 N 


— + * Aro ** FOY 1. EIN" tt. — wt. * a — 8 
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CHAP 


Where 2 Duty 107 ee of, 
16 enforced by ay Conſi dera- 


tions, drawn from f — of 


Scripture relating 1 the: Second 
Tem ple. 


I Proceed now 10 wibe 8 of the 
Old Teſtament, which relate to the 
„ Second Temple, and are proper or per- 


tinent to our preſent Purpoſe. The 
2 1-2, whole Prophecy of Haggai deſerves to 


be Read, and ſeriouſly weighed as to this 
matter. The more remarkable Paſſages 
therein are theſe, Ag., 1. 2, &c. Thus 


| 2 the Lord 0 % f, . ſaying, + . This 
People ſay THERE T I NOF COME, 


tb Tins that. the LORD HOUSE 


SHOULD BE..BUILT, \ Thep came 


rhe. Word of the Lord by Haggai the Pro- 


| „IS IT. TIME U 
2 5E ws 


LIN Your CIEL D\ HOU- 
SES, and THIS HOUSE LIE 


efore, thus aye the 
Lord of Hoſts, CONSIDER Tow 


 WAT PN * have i Much, and bring 
| in | 


Dr N 8 2 


nn 7 ˙ . . 


fad from Detu, 


ä for building 
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in Litth ;, ye eat, but ye haue not Enough 
ye drink, but ye are not Filtd with, Drink 
ye. cloath you, but there is none Warm, 
and he that earns Wages, earns. Wages 
to put it into 4 Bag with Holes. Thus for 
the Lind of Hoſts, CONSIDER 
my YS. Go wp) ta the Mountain, and 
| bring Wood, and BUILD THE Hoc SE 
and 1 LLL TAKE PLEASURE 
IN IT, and I|'WILL BE GLORL 


Fr, 2 the Lord. Te * or Much, 


and lo it came 0 Little, when e | 
75 it Home, I did "Blow it 
? ſays the; Lard of Hoſts, BECAUSE 
OF M HOUSE. that is WASTE, and 
ye run every Mun unto bis OWN HOUSE, 
THEREFORE tbe Heaven over you is 
and the Earth is. ſtay d 
— Fruit. Au I calbd, for a 
Drought upon the Land, and upon the 
Mount nins, - and op an the oy, and up- 
ee een rhe Oyl, and 
upon that miuch the Ground brings forth, 


aud upon Men, ry CO e 


all the Lahour.of-the 


The — here ſees. how ec 
Refron d and Puniſh'd the 


ting di kagge, GOD be Va, de 
7 F 0 the . 
mean while. The Reader fees, that the — 
Fees were not without 3 pretended Ex- 
ny for their Neglect of building GOD? 
ouſe, 


IVE tions on 


ory 
Paſ: 


„ een = 

HFouſe, vis. that the TIME that ibe 
Lord's | Houſe ſhould bie huilt, was NOT 
COME: Which is no other than to 
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ſay, according to the way of ſpeaking now 
a N Faſhion among Us, It was 
U 


SEASONABLE to build the” 


Lord's Houſe. But G OD reproves the 


Fews for ſuch their pitiful Excuſe, faying, 


Is it Time for Tus to Divell in your Ciel d 


Houſes, and This Houſe Iye Waſt 2 Con- 


fider your Ways : Which is as much as to 
fay, © If you would but ſeriouſly conſi- 


der the matter, you eould not but be 


« quickly ſenſible, how Deceitfully and 


Wickedly you deal with Me your GOD 


* therein. For what Good Reaſon can poſ- 


« fibly be given, why it ſhould be SEASO- 
„% NABLE for you, not only 20 build, but 


« alſo to quite finiſh'and cio your Horſes, 


« and to dwell in them at Eaſe and Qui 


and yet it ſhould be UNSEASONABLE 


Sin and yo tne oe were guilty of by 


* to build My Houſe all this Time? The 
True Reaſon, that My Houſe is ſuffer- 


ed thus to lie Waſt among you, is, Not 
„want of Tims or Seaſon, but Want 
« of Will and a Piou Afection to m 


Service and Glory. Whereupon, to 


make them ſtill more ſenſible of the great 


ſo doing, GOD plainly acquaints them, 
that the great Drought that was in their 


Country, and the great Scarcity"of Pro- 


von 


r — %% 


20 


VW 


Repentance for 


verely in This Life, by ſending, fore 


1 


40, 
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viſion which was occaſion'd thereby, and 
the Labours of their Hands" not proſpe- 


ring, were All deſign'd by Him as Judg- 


ments on them to puniſh fuch their great 
Impiety. And yet further GOD ex- 


horts them without delay to ſhew their 
their Neglect of his 


9 up A 


Houſe hitherto, and forthwith to 
to the Mountains, and bring Wood, 


DJ. 
% "_ 
'4 * 
| 9 1 


build the Houſe, telling them that then  -- 


He would take Pleaſure in it, foraſmuch 
as He ſhould be Glorify'd- thereby ; in- 


timating that upon ſuch their Repen- 


tance they might expect, that He would 
remove his Judgments from them, and 
inſtead thereof ſend Bleſſings upon them. 

And now, ſince rbeſe things. are writ 


3» 


ten for Our Admonition or Inſtrutł᷑ ion, lnferences 
what plainer Inſtruction can we have from . — 
any Inſtance or Example, that to ler the paſſage of 
Houſes or Churches of God le Waſte, and Hagg ai. 


Not to contribute according to the , Beſt 
of our Ability toward the Rebuilding' of 
them, is a very Great and Provoking 
Sin in the light of GOD? A Sin fo 
Great and Provoking, as that G00 ſets 
fit not to with-hold Puniſhing it ſe- 


Judgments on ſuch as. are guilty of it. 
And therefore We have but too great 
Reaſon, to aſcribe the Calamities We of 
this Nation ſometimes undergo, to the 

| 5 great 


2x86 ue Rich Man's. Duty to 
great Guilt. of this Sin as well a5 Others 
among Us. 

What ow. Inftrudion can we have, 
Date ons than from the foregoing Inſtance, that 


pretended. Souls, by uſing that Commonly pretend- 
Excuſe 7 Excuſe for not 1 1 15 Works 
u 


for —— 


ing 48s of Of Pisty, eſpecially the ilding of 
— bars ur Churches, namely, that che Time is not 


is Unſeafonable. Upon the Obſervations 
1 have made, I am perſuaded, that there 
is no One thi 188 t 
to the Cauſe of GOD and Reli 
F than the Pretence of UNSEASONA 
| e ee = 
| .> +. obvious; For any Man an 
' 5 ds 1 N 775 er = beat Cons 
5 buting 12 80 t tends OT 
Glo 1 Good of 3 
0 d e Kal all the World, chat 
He is a, Man of No or Little Religion; 
| A conſequently may prove a Diſcredit, 
aud Niiadvantage to Him as to his Tem- 


— -- 


t Ag But for a Man to ſay 
„ 17 no. this 


gnearance f bis 4 
proving of what is propos'd, and. 
| Fee to do it, were but the TIMES 
.as Good as, HIMSELF (Good Man!) 
is. And thus the Fault of the Thi: 8 


det being done, is moſt e 21 


| 

| bleneſs d iſerabl 
| nee WE do not .miſerably Deceive our Own 
| 

| 

| 

| 


we U % Come for it, or in one Word, that it 


” 
10 
th 
tel 
ith 
* 
p 
to 
E 
ih 
qc 
MV 
or 
th 
th 
v 
th 
FB 
by 
it 
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ed off from the Naughtineſs H bis Oran 
Heurt, where it really lies all the while, 
to the Pretended | Naughtineſs or U. nfit- 
neſs of the Timer; and thus be DEVIL 
norms himſelf into an ANGEL of 

HT. — a foregoing Paſſage out 
of the Prophet Haggui, may ferve moſt 
plainly to inſtruct ach an One, that 
tho* he may thus miſerably deceive Him- 
ſelf, yet he do's by no means at the 
ſame time deceive G0 D, who fees all 
the while thro* and thro! * his de- 
teſtable Hypocriſy; and who, if he pun- 
ines it Not in” this World, yet * will 2 
without a ſpecial and timely Repentance, 
- puniſh it much more ſeverely in the World 
to come. ) 
For ſevetal Nas laſt paſt, the dene? 5. 
Excuſe. made by Perſons — Not repair- Tie Taxes 
ing or 'beautifying their Own Fariſh cuir 
Churches, when put in mind of the vs: Contri- 
Mean or Ruinous Condition it was in — 
or for not contributing to Briefs for o- 
ther Churches, when ask 'd ſo to do, was 
this, that Taxes were at preſent Heavy 
them, on account of 2 War the 
arion war engag'd in. Whereby they 
would be underſtood to Acknowledge, 
that what was propos'd to them, was 
Firting to be done, and their Duty to do, 
but 'that they were hinder'd from doing. 
it at preſent, not by any Unwillingneſs 


Katt! of- 


93 
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of their Oren,;\ but altogether by the 7 * 
bop noſe nf af if the. Times, which diſabled „ 
them from contributing thereto. But Ja 
now All the while it was apparent, that 
the . f the Times diſabled them P, 

from doing Nothing elſe, that they bad 2 | th 
Mind to do. They liv'd all the while 1 
as Great as ever; Eat as High, Drank le 
as Freely; made as many Needleſs and. . y 
Extravagant Entertainments; Abated no- * 
thing of their Pleaſure in keeping Dogs = 
and Race-Horlſes ; ſpent as much at Plays 17 
and Opera's; | laid out conſiderable Sums * 
in Building, or Adorning and Furniſli- 115 
ing Richly their Own, Houſes. And 10 
therefore is it not hence evident, that in 
there is but too juſt an Occaſion to ſay 7 
to theſe = what G0 D by the Be 
Prophet Haggai faid to the Fews, Con T 
ider your Ways? For would they but | 
impartially Conſider them, their own Con- 2 
ſciences would quick] tell them, that Jo 
it has not been the Fault of the Times, 
but of themſelves, that their Own and 2 
Other Churches have lain ſo long Unre- 2 


paird, and in ſo Mean and even Naſty 
a Condition. Could they but have found 
in their Hearts, to have contributed One 
or two HL NP RED Pounds, it might 
have been Enough to have Repair d and 
Beautify'd, not only their Own Church, 
but allo al the Other Churches for 

which 
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which their Charity has been deſir d, 
during the Wars. But now it will, I 

dare ſay be found upon a fair Calculati- 

on, that One or Two THOUSAND 
Pounds have been ſpent by them, during 

the Wars, on their Pleaſures, and Own 
Houſes, and other ſuch Needleſs or much 

leſs Neceſſary Accounts, (to ſay no worſe 

of them, ) as are above mention d. | 
Let therefore ſuch Perſons conſider 6. 
their ways impartially, and their Con- 7hlikeSin 
ſciences muſt tell them, That they are me us 
guilty of the lie Sins, that GOD by vn 
the Prophet Haggai reprov'd the Tews ih Jews 
for in the above-cited Paſſage. They did 

in effect ſay, during the late Wars, that 

The TIME for Building or Repairing and 
Beautifying Churches was NOT COME. 

Io whom it might juſtly be reply'd ac- 
cording to the ſame Prophet: Is it TIME 

for ,you, not only to dwell in your Cield 
Houſes, but to live Sumptuouſly and Eutra- 
vagantly, to ſpend ſo much on your Plea- 

ſures and Sports, and the Churches of GOD 

lie Waſte 2 ney 
Well, the Wars are now happily ended. 7. 
And I heartily wiſh, that, as GO D has 4. 
thus put an End to what has been ſo wi 4051 
long made an Excuſe for not Repairing wenitate 
and Beautifying his Churches, ſo Men 92 
wou'd put an Pu to their Own Unwil- ing of this 
lingneſs to this great Duty, and fo to 4 44. 
naw | their monicion, 


og The Rick A Mun Duty to 
their "Ini piety in this = We read 
Hag. 5 1 She Ye that u A; 2 
ted 182 of the e Prophet, 
Zerubbabel the Son of Se 9 — 
their Chief or a oſhugh the 
Son of Poſe ?dech the Hiph- 17 with 77 75 the 
temnant f the people, OBEPD the N = 
F the Laird their GO 8 4; 1 
and did work in the Houſe of te Lore of 
Fife rhei GOD. I moſt Heel ech 
= GOD, that this Difcourſe ma bs the 
lite efteft on ſuch as tead it, that- ſo they 
may fincere)y Repent of their former Neg- 
lect of GO | usch and no ig 
perform thai Duty in this reſpe&, 'b 
Liberally contributing according to their 
Ability both to their Own and Other 
Churches; aud by their good Examples 
encouraging Others to do the ſame. Sure 
1 am, that if they do this as they ought, 
60 will be with them, as He was with 
the Fews upon their ſetting about the 
Work of the Second Temple, according 
to Hap. I. 13. | 
8. It re mains to SIND inrelation tothe Se- 
_ .TheSecovd cond Temple, that, altho' it fell ſo-far ſhort 
— Hg of the 8 Magnificence of the 
brick 4. Firſt Temple, as to be in Compariſon of it 
Jet ar as Nothing, yet it is al to be Caren that 
i it was as Kochi bing, (i. e. Mean and Con- 
temptible) ! in itſelf. It was the moſt 8 


is] of _—_ the Fews then had; an 
when 


KT Ni RAP 


cording 
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c rhen they had thus ſhew'd the Reverence 
due to GO D, by building His Howſe the 
BEST among them, G O D was ſo well 
pleas d therewith, that he aſſur'd them 
by Heggai of his Favour thenceforward, 
laying, From this Day will I Bleſs - you, 
HTS Hr 
When Hoke Forefathers abounded with 9. 
Gold and Silver, (as they did in the 2 ar 
Reigns of David and Solomon, and alſo Send 
at their Coming out of Egypt) then GOD Terple in 


compari- 


required, that a very Conſiderable Share ſon ef the 


of their Gold and Silver ſhould be laid FIR, 0s 
out in Richly beautifyirig and adorning 20 % H., 
the Tabernacle and Temple, as has been Accepting 
above feen. But now the Jews being 12 10 


lately return'd from a long Captivity, 45 Pho | 


they were far from having Gold and Sil- 1 


ver, where with to Adorn the ſecond Tem- according 
ple as the Firſt was, fo GOD was far from #0 their A. 


bility at 


requiring any ſuch” thing at their Hands h rim. 


What GOD reprov'd them for by Haggai, 
and puniſhed: them for ſo ſeverely, was 
for being content to build their Omn Houſes, 
and to let His Houſe lie Waſt? When 
once they had alſo built His Houſe ac- 
to the Beſt of their Ability in 
their preſent Circumſtances; Then, that 
they might not be Diſhearten'd, becauſe 
the Preſent State of this Houſe was 42 
Nothing in Compariſon of her Firſt Glory, 
and thereupon be — to imagine that 


now 


10 

—_—_— had done their Beſt to build the 
it wou'd not be pleaſing or Ac- 
. e unto Him, for whoſe Service it 
2 To prevent 8 — ſay, GOD 
crouſly pleas' d to acquaint 
— ae , that He tens very tell 
bY — with they had at laſf done: 
= + , particularly taking notice to them, that 
| Silber an Gade bis, or belung to Him, 
that is, that All the Silver and Gold in 
tlie World are His, and conſequently; chat 
they” were not to imagin, that He requir d 
| tte Tabernacle and Firſt Temple to be 
T Eyrich' d with Silver and Gad, as if 
* N e Or that he dif. 
Mk'd the ſecond Temple which: they had 
E nom built him, on account of its not be- 
ing fo Enrich'd with Silver and Gold: 
As He was the Supream Owner, ſo was he 
Ic; vo ; Supream Diſpoſer | of all the Silver and 
Sold in the World; and therefore, as He 
enrich d their Forefathers at 'theiy Com- 
ing out et Egypt, by brimgin things a- 

bote , that they ety the tans, i. e. 
| eartieaalony with them a very great, if not 
the far greateſt, ſhare of the Richev-of E. 
27 pt, ſo h e could, had tie ſeen fit; havs en. 
3 Aehachem likewiſe at their Coming out of 
* 5 their Babyloniſtr Captivity. But, as he had 
not ſeen fit ſo to do, ſo neither was He 
= at all Diſpleasd with them for not hav- 
* * Adomd ä 2 
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nd Gold, as the former was, fince he had 


by our Bleſſed Saviours being 


Temple, or that We ſhould contribute ®* 
to the Building of Churches More than 


bf our Care and Concern, to 
| Churches, 
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not given them Ability ſo to do. And as 
a Token of his not being diſpleas' d witli 
them, or the Houſe they be built for his 

Service, He expreſsly informs them,” not 

only that He would fill that ſame Houſe 

with GLORY, but alſo that the Glory 

that Latter Houſe ſbould be G REA TE 5 
than of the former: wich was verify'd 

frequent. 
n, while 


y Preſent and teaching thi 
e was on Earth. | 
From the * foregoitig palſages. relating 26: 


to the Second Temple, as it evidently ap- Ie in- 


pears on one hand, that GOD do's map ference 
expect, that All his Churches ſhould be Ohres 


as Magnificent and Rich, as Solomon f ens inthe 


laſt Para- 
graph. 


we are really Able; ſo it evidemily ap- 
pears on the other hand, that GOD do's 
expect and moſt ſtrictiy require, that we 
ſhould: nut Contentedly dwell in our Own 
Houſes,” and let his Houſes or Churches 
he Waſte: that we ſhould not Delay the 
Building or Repairing of Churches, or 
think that the Time is not come for this, 
2 make it one Principal part 
to promote All 
that in Us * the Building of GOD's 
i that We 
ſhould 


oi 
- * A 2 . 
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ſhould contribute Liberally to the | ſaid 
Pious Work, according to the very Beſt 
of our Ability. Ni 0 (ION | 


» 


uy 


6 — — — — —_ — 
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— 5 — = - we 
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 Wherein the Duty here treated of, 


ic enforced by Conſiderations drawn | 


from Paſſages of the New Teſta- 
ment, as firſt from Luk. 7. 2--6. 


1. I Have now done with the Paſſages of 
The Duty | the Old Teſtament, which are ſo Clear 
here treat nd Full to the Point, that I can't but 


ed of, is en- 


forced by think them abundantly ſufficient. in Them- 


theNew s ſelves, (or ſuppoſing Nothing could be a 


nella 


Old Tefta- alledg'd out of the New Teftament;) to 


ment. convince any Perſon, that is not paſt 
Conviction, of the great and indi ſpen- 

ſable Duty of Contributing Liberally to 

the Building and Repairing of Churches, 
according to the Utmoſt of his Abili- 

* Howſoever, ſince it has pleas'd the 

iſdom of GOD to inſert into the New 
Teftament; ſome Paſſages, which further 

tend very much to enforce the Duty I 

am ſpeaking of, I judge it requiſite. to 

lay Them alſo here before the Reader, 

and to give Them their due Conſidera- 
tion. Very 


id 


7 


1 


PLL 
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Very remarkable \then to our preſent 2. 
purpoſe, is what we find recorded Luk. 4 fre 
7. 2—56, namely, that 4 certain Centu-, race 
rions Servant, who was Dear unto him, turion, whe 


whe 
was ſick and ready to dye. And wben bullen Sy- 
be beard ef Teſus, he ſent unto him the 
Elders of the Jews, beſeeching him that 


nato e. 


he wound come and 75 his Seruant. And 
when they came to Jeſus, they beſought 
bim inſtantly, ſaying, that HE was WOR- 
THT, . for whom he ſhould do this. © For 
be loveth our Nation, and has BUILT 
us a  STNAGOGUE. ben Feſus 
went with them. Here we ſee that the 
Argument made uſe of by the Elders 
of the Jeu to induce our Saviour to 


come and heal the Genturion's Servant, 


was this, that He lov'd their Nation, and 


bad BUILT. them 8+ SPNAGOGUE, 


Now as by loving their: Nation is to be 
underſtood the Centurion's Loving the 
Jews, | on account of Their being the 
People, to whom GOD! had reveal'd his 
Will, and who had the True Worſhip 
of the True GOD among them; and 


conſequently. by loving their Nation is 
ultimately denoted, the Centurion's Sin- 


cere Love of GOD ; ſo the Greatneſs 
and Sincerity of this his Love to GOD 
is atteſted or - prov'd, by his having 


G — . 
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BUILT 4 STNAGOGUE for 'the 
Service of G. 
And it deſerves bur ſpecial obſervati. 


Obſervati- an, t that No ſooner had the Fews inform d 


ce 


lee. 


dung e dur Bleſſed Saviour of this Inſtance of 
ſaid wy "the Centurion's'\Piety., but it immegi- 


follows in the acred Hiſtory, 'Then, 
8 e. Preſently, as ſoon as this was ſaid, 
went with them. By what is faid 
& 4. namely, that the Elders of the 
Jews beſoug bt him, (i. 8, Chriſt) Inflant- 
ly ,\ is Plain) intimated One of "theſe 
Two Things: Either that the Blders had 
uſed ſeveral other Arguments to our Sa- 
viour, but could not prevail till they 
uſed This of his having built & Synagogue; 
or elſe that they had a brshandbatier 
os ſudied' What Argument they ſhould 
make uſe of fö our Saviour, as moſt 
Likely to prevail with him, ad after 
due conſideration made choice of This, 
as moſt LRkely, ſo to — One of the 
Two things is iplainly ſigni fy'd- 90 — 
Original Wordrof the —— fas, 
exbelo;,) which we tranſlate ,inlanth. Ve 


125 either of the ſignifications being taken; 
it ſerves evidently: to ſhew, what a! grent 
Notion Both Parties, Our Bleſſed $avi- 


our as well as"the Elders , the Fews, 


had of the Centurion's Piety, on account 
of his having uit 2 Synagogue. As for 
our 8 Blkiled Saviour, by his immediate 
Compyrng 


- where: th 


upon their mentioning This Act of, the 
Centwion's Piety, He plainly teaches Us, 


that He allow'd of the Argument or Motiye 


made uſe of by the Jets as 
Weighty ; namely, that the Centurion 

Lhe Sas a Synagogue was a- very Good 
Mark of th Sincerity and Greatneſs of 
his Love 1 GOD, and conſequently 
2 render HIM WORTHY for whom 


8 g ſhould ers tho“ at che 


e * 
de we Ire thus 5 plainly taught 
| Anat 8 


for Divine Worſhip, as a very good To- fee, ;, 
ken of our Love to GOD; the 
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Complxing with the Deſice of the Jem, 


| ur 8 Behayidur toward this Inferences 
— to look Cd] Building a Place 2 2 


relation 6 


we are iadiſpenſab h Bondy. 3 = 


Our - Love: to 60 the. ta We 64 
it will follow, that we rare indiſpepſabl 
Bound, not only to) Cantribuse Liber 
toward. the Building of Churches, hut Sr 
ven; if w we/are of Abilit tysoto build ti 
Entirely ar our Own Co nd Chareg 25, * 
ey are Wanting, rather t 
che Service of GOD ſhoud be Negled- 
ed, or Not 
as it ought; and tliat to act 
is a ſhrewd lign of our Not being affect- 
ed with the Love of GOD as we ought. 
It remains only to obſerye, with refexence 
to this Paſſage of the SR that 
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as it aden enforces or — Ne. 
ceffity of prackiſing the Duty Jam ſpeak- 

ing of, ſo it evidently contains alſo 4 
ent Encouragement thereto; of which. 
in the cloſe of this Treatiſe, 0 Au 28 


| of 44 647 
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Whetein the Duty hy tt f 4 
. enforced from Our Saviour 8 


Own Example. or. . Jar, 'n 
5 "-Houſe of GOD. 4 380 
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| Hat the Ebiturion's Building a Sy. 
nagogicbi ſhould be » moſt Highly 


Lt *2 
.- 2») 


oe? {4 - 


Is. * 
Our Savi* v * 


exerted a. pleaſing to'our Bleſſed Savicur, and. there- 


exerted 4. 
ny A# of 35 moſt ſtrong Motive with Him | 
— * to gratif) the Centurion's Deſire e- 
but in order Very "By 4 Miracle. „ (as has been: obſerv'd 
in che foregoitlg Chapter, ) is no Won- 
nour and der; Since ouf Saviour Himſelf, - upon 
— all Occaſions, -ſhew'd : Himſelf; affected 
Temple, W with -the Hit bet Concern for the- Honour 
and  Rojpeft Jus: to the Places ef GOD's 
We read but Iwice, (28 J 
remember,) that Gbriſt exereiſed an Pub- 
lick Act of Civil Authority; and Both 
A _— was upon the lame Account, 
namely, to pre ſerue the Honour and Re- 


5 0 ie to the ye 
# The 
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The firſt time was a little before the firſt 
Paſſover after Chrifts Baptiſm, or Entry 


195 


2, 


The firſt 


of 


upon Publick Preaching. Of which we ele _ 


have an account given us only by St. 
John. The Jews, Paſſover was at hand. 
And 'Feſus went up to Jeruſalem, and 
found in the Temple, thoſe that ſald Ox- 


ers of Money fitting. And when, he bad 
made a Scourge. of ſmall Cords, He drove 


and the Oxen; and poured. aut the Chang: © 
ers Money, and overthrew. the Tables. 
And ſaid unto them that ſold Daves, Take 


theſe: "things hence; male not my F A- 
THER's, HOU S#,-an Houſe of” Mer- 
chandiſe. And bis Diſciples, remember d, 
that it was written, THESEEAL OF 
THINE HOEHESE has eaten me up, 
Joh. 2. 13-17 ' Suooulced yt 

The other Time, when Jeſus exerci- 


ſed the like Act of Authority, was 2 Th ic- 
little before the Third Paſſover after his %% 


ſt 
them! 


laſt Baptiſm, or That whereat he was cru- 
cify'd. And we lave an Account given 
of this by all the other three Eyange- 


liſts beſides St. Jahn, and maſt particu- 


Jeruſalem, and Jeſus went into the Tem- 
ple and began to caſt out them that ſold 
and bougbt in the Temple, and - over- 
threw. the Table of the” Money (Hangers, 
du | an 


en, and Sheep, and Doves, and the Chang. 


p A LI "as 


4. 
Tbe Infe- 
pence from Bleſſed- Siviour "way, nh due Manaur 
and Reſpect thew'd'be ſhewn to the Tem: | 


our Savi- 
our's Beha- 
viour and 
Zeal in 
this mat. 
Fer 


- 
* 

9 
1 


ot "A 1 Saviou?s D 


le Rieh Man's. Duty b IH 
and tht Seats of em that ſold Dive, 


wy And evo not gr fuer, Thar ory Mon ſhould 


b the ay 


2 tag gp 


not written, Re 
an HOUSE OF PR ABER for \ all 
Nations ber, 
of Thitves. Mark. 11. 1517. bed „dd 
From theſe 'rwo Acequnts the Reader 
ehſerye, how very Zealous aur 


ple How he taught or inculcated, that 
the Reaſon, why Honour and Reſpe& 
was to de ſmewn to the Temple, Was 
account of the ſpecial: Relation it "me 
to Gotfs" Service, namely \becauſe- it wa 
his FAFHERS HOUSE, Se the HOUSE 


OF PRAYER, Which Reaſons equal. 
ly belongin to all Chriſtian Churches, 


it hence clearly follows, that according 
ine, we ought to 
AN —& like Homour and Reſpe& to Alli aur 

ber. Indeed it is altogether'! Un- 
Feaſunab] e ant Abſurd to imagine, that 


our: Bleſſed Saviour ſhould ſhew ſuch Ex- 


traordinaiy Zeul in this Caſe, if the 


Reſpect due to the Temple, 
— 


Honour and 
was founded on Ceremoniul or Nr 
ſiderations relating to the Lega 
nomy or State; When at e 
fime, that our Sor gave the 1 2 


flanc E 


them, Is it 
Hohe bal be cell's 
Je have, "made" it 4 Den 
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flim# of ſuch his Zeal, % fully deſign'd 
args no longer a time than à Few Days. 
after, to put an End to the Obligation 
of "the Law, and conſequently 00 all 
Thy and Ceremonial | Wannen 
ating ther eto 

The A 
think, an 


ument laſt mention is, I 


3+ 


JIndeniable one for to prove, Our Savi- 
that the like Honour and Neſpect, which 1,7; — 


herein, an 


our” Bleſſed ING requir'd to be pay'd Undenia- 
to the Temp * ie aig, and by what ——_— 


ght the 1 or 


He Then dl. " that ** ght the Duty 
to be always Ai to Chriſtian: Church. 33 
— uy therefore the Readers Leave 
forth this Argument in as 23" 
an full a manner n il at ro. fig 
It is" agreed on all hands, chat our 6. 
Bleed Savior His Death on the Gro frre 
put 0 0 End to the Ritual and Typical lage) in- 
the Law. And it is certain, that fiſtcd «por. 
wy ift time our Saviour ſhew'd his Ex- 
traordinary Zeal for the Honour and Re- 
verence due to tlie Temple, was but 
abbut'a Week at moſt, not 4 Forr-night, 
before His Erbelfxion. But now can 
affy Sober or Jüdicious Perſon think it 
Rexfonable to ſuppoſe, that our Bleſſed 
Saviour should think it worth his while, 
to exetciſe ſuch an Extraordinary Af 7 
Zeal in a Mattir which wou'd be of no 


bad quence within 4 Fortnipht's time ? 


t not much more Reaſonable to ſup- 
Pole, 


108 he Rich Man's Duty io 
poſe, that our Lord wou'd have patent 
i' ed himſelf with Admoniſbing the Fews, 
| that, altho' the Time was in I juſt 
if at hand, when God wou'd no longer 
| | require Outward Honour to be pay d to 
his Temple, yet they ought neverthe- 
leſs to have pay'd it the Honour due 
thereto on Ritual or Typical Conſidera- 
tions, till the Time was actually come, 
which was to put an End to all Rites 
and Types of the Law, and conſequent- 
ly to the Honour as yet to 
e Temple, on ſome Rityal or Typi- 
cal Acconines? Since therefore our Lord 
acted quite contrary, ſince he; exerted 
an extraordinary Zeal i in the Matter, it 
is but Reaſohable to infer, that the Mat- 
ter itſelf) was N ol; 40 eee | 
ry Conſequence ; 
n Kandel on any Bae or oy "Kanal Con: 
ſideration, which were in a very Feu 
= to ceaſe; but on Natural and Mo. 
Conſiderations, which were of Stand- 
ing and Perpetual Force or Obligation; 
and which therefore would continue to 
require the like Honour and Reuerence 
to be ſhewn to all Places, as ſhould have 
the Like Relation to GOD, as the Tem- 
ple had, that is, ſhould be ſet apart for 
GO D's Publick Service and he 
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Indeed to Me it ſeems but Reaſona- 7. 
ble to think, that our Lord by his Di- 5m 
vine Omniſcience foreſeeing, that in Fu- ;, his coſe 
ture Ages Many, that ſhould call them-f.rthercor- 
ſelves Chriſtians, and profeſs to be his %% | 
Diſciples, wou'd not only become Faul- fon or De- 

themſelves in Not ing due Ne- fen of it 

ef to bis Churches, but would be ſo 
led away by their Corrupt Affecti- 

ons and Judgments, \ as to go about to 

ſeduce others to their wicked Opinions; 

Our Lord, I ſay, foreſeeing this, in or- 
der to prevent Our being ſo miſ-led or 
ſeduced, thought fit to expreſs greater 
Leal in preſerving the Honour and Re- 
ſpect due to GOD's Houſe ot Place ſet 
apart for GO D's Publick Worſhip, than 
He did in any other Inſtance: Thereby 
namely to teach his Diſciples, that the 
Paying or Not Paying due Reſpect to ſuch 

Places was, not à Trivial or Slight Mat- 
ter, but of the greateſt Conſequence, in 

the ſight of God. 

But now a Due and Sincere Reſpef 8. 
for Churches 1s utterly inconſiſtent with 07 gg 
being Unconcern'd to FM Them lie Waſte $aviours 

or Ruinous, or in a Mean and Undecent Zeal, gu. 
Condition. For can we imagine, that ;, of Bean- 
the fame Zeal, which made our Bleſſed * 
Swiour ſo highly concern'd to ſee Seer 
and Oxen only in the Outer - Court of the 
Temple, would not make him as Much, 


/ it 


Dr 


. Ne 
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1 not More, concern'd to ſee whole 
Churches ſo Ruinous or Mean, as to be 2 
no better than Stables or Barns for Sheep 
and Oxen, not ſo Good by much, as 
many Stables for Horſes 2 Can we im- 
agine, that the ſame Zeal, which made 
Chriſt. ſo -concern'd for the Honour of 
G OD's/ Houſe in one reſpect, wou'd 
Ki not make him alike; concern'd for Its 
vi Hans in all other reſpects, and there- 
1 | fore in reſpe& of its being NR Beau- 
af tu, and Magnificent, — to the 
[ | Ability of Thoſe who built it, or 2 
God therein? And is it not the 5 
penſable Duty of All Chriſtians, to — 
tate the Example and Zeal of Chriſt, in 
this as well as other reſpe&s > But how 
en He be zealous for the Honour of 
 GOD's Houſe, who refuſes to give an 
thing, or at leaſt to give ſuitably to bis 


A —˙( ar ant So 


Abi 0 toward the Building or Beauti- 
8 ſame? 
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I herein the Duty here treated of, i 

en forced from 1 Cor. 14. 40, and 
11. 22. and alſo from the Prac- 
tice of the Primitive Chriſtians. 


I Shall not paſs by that General Ride 1. 


given by St Paul in 1 Cor. 14. 40. Ler E. , 


ALL. things be done DECENTLY ; foraſ-ed sf, is 
much as the ſaid Rule is by. Analogy of — 
Reaſon to be underſtood, as including the 14. 4 and 
Duty we are upon, as well as any other 11. 22. 
relating to the Houſe and Servicgof GOD: 
Eſpecially if it be confider'd alſo, what the 

ſame Apoſtle, ſays in this ſame Epiſtle, 
Chap. 11. 22. at, wy nar Houſe: 
to tat and to drink in, or DESPISE ye the © 
CHURCHof GOD ? Whence it 1s evi- 
dent, that St Paul look d upon Deſpiſing 
the Church of GOD as a great Fault; 
and that to perform any Common Acti- 
ons, as to Eat and Drink for the ſatisfy- 
ing of Hunger or Thirſt, or the like, 
was to Deſpiſe the Church. And if ſo, 


then by Analogy of Reaſon it muſt be 


a much greater Fault, not to have the 
ſame 


8 , 
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# : L 


ſame Regard for the Church as for our 
Own Houſes ; not to keep the Church in 
as good and beautiful, Repair, as we do 
our Own Houſes. * | 
2. We can't be ignorant, but that for a 
— Rich Perſon to let any Seat or Houſe 
the Com- that he has, lie in a Mean Condition ot 
mon Inter run to Rinn, is by the common Interpre- 


etat ee — | 
Benn li tation of Men underſtood as à Token, that 


Caſes. He do's Deſpiſe that Seat or Houſe, i. e. 
do's not Like and conſequently do's not 
Regard it. And agrecably hereto it is 
no leſs certain a Token, that ſuch Rich 

Perſons, as can contentedly let their Church 

lie in a Mean condition or run to Ruin, 
do deſpiſe the Church; and ſb are Guil- 
ty of the like great Fault, for which St 
Paul blames the Corinthians in Chap. 1 T. 
22. of the Firſt Epiſtle, as alſo of break- 
ing the General Rule laid down by him 
in Chap. 14. 40. of the ſame Epiſtle. 

5, In ſhort, the great Reaſon why no 
Thu Buty, particular Rules are laid down in the New 
wy mot i Teſtament concerning this Matter, is be- 

orex- Cauſe this Duty is ſufficiently taught by the 

Denny bare Light of Nature or the Diftates of 

er injoind Reaſon, ds is, obſerv'd in Chap. 2. of this 

” the New Treatiſe ; and not only fo, but alſo eaſi- 


* ly to be inferr'd from the ' Analogy of 


the Old Teſtament, in relation to the Ta- 
bernacle and Temple, as has been . 
r thewn 


Cale, or ſhewing any Contempt to His 


their Outward Reverence to G00, as well 


were of Ability. Whereby they plainly 
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ſhewn in Chap. 3: to Chap. 9. incluſive- 
ly of this Treatiſe. n 3 

And indeed it is not at all to be doubt- 4. 
ed, but the truly Pious Chriſtians of the — wy 
Primitive Times underſtood the ſaid Du- wake dby 
ty we are ſpeaking of, to be thus ſuiſici- brim 
ently enjoin'd them; and that accordingly ns. 
they were very careful to - ſhew their 
Outward Reverence to GOD, by Nor de- 


urc hes, or the Places ſet apart for their 
Religious Afſemblics. It is not to be doubt- 
ed, but they were very Careful to ſhew 


by making and keeping their Churches D E- 
ENTLY, as by behaving themſelves 
DECENTLY in ſuch Places. This, 
I ſay, is not to be doubted of in reſpect 
of the more, Primitive Chriſtians, who 
were not permitted Openly to have 
Churches; becauſe it is moſt certain from 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, that as ſoon as the 
Primitive Chriſtians began to have Free 
Liberty, Openly to have Churches, they 
built their Churches not only Decently, 
but even 17 Magnificently, where they 
ſhew'd, that together with Chriſtianity 
itſelf they had been taught the Dury 
I am here treating of, as One conſide- 
rable Branch of Chriſtianity, 9 
e 
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CHAP. xu. 


herein the Duty here treated of, is 

moſt ſtrongly entorc'd by the Con- 

" fideration, that Riches come of 

_ GOD, and that He alone is truly 

the Proprietor of them, and that 

Rich Perſons are in reality no o- 
ther than Stewards to G OD. 


Rich Per. am here treating of, but by 


5 Shall enforce the Practice of the Du- 
ſons are o- ne Conſideration more, which 1s ta- 


$21 Ren notice of frequently both in the Old 


meer Gra- | -- 
titude ro and New Teſtament, and has there- 


Zitcrat, fore been reſerv'd, to this laſt Place, 

zo Church - The Conſideration I mean, is this, that 

* (as Damd obſerv'd, 1 Chron. 29. 11 
12.) All that is in Heaven and in Eart 
is GO D's, Bath RICHES and HO- 
NO UR come of Him; or (as St. Paul 


expreſſes it, 1 Tim. 6. 17.) that it is 


GOD, who gives us Richly all things to 
enjoy; and this not as Proprietors, but 
only as STEW ARDS, as is taught us 

by our Bleſſed Saviour, in the Para- 
ble of the Unjuſt Steward, Luk. 16. 


Since 


as One of the Baſeſt of Vices. 


_tion'd are fo Many and ſo Great, 


Jing to the forementioned Burden the 
Guilt of Injuſtice or Unfaithfulneſs. For 
of This likewiſe is the Ri 
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Since then it is GOD, that makes One 


todiffer from Another, as in other reſpects 


tho' We were not to give him an Ac- 


count, how we beſtow the Riches that 
He. is ſo Kind as to beſtow on us, - yet 
meer Gratitude would render it our in- 


| diſpenſable Duty, to be Ready to contri- 


bute Liberally out of thoſe Riches which 
He has given us, to whatever condu- 
ces to his Honour and Glory; and there- 
fore to the Building td even Beauti- 


Hing Chlurcher, or Places ſet apart fot 


his Publick Worſhip: and Service: So 
that ſuch. Rich Perſons, as either give 
Nothing, or elſe Too ſparingly in pro- 
portion to the Riches God has given 


them, are guilty, not only of Want 
of Love. and Reverence for GOD, but 


even of the higheſt Ingratitude, which 
is . juſtly look'd upon and Condemn'd, 
by the Common Conſent of Mankind, 


N 2 


And altho' the Crimes already mef⸗ 


ris 


2. 


48 And alſo 


a 1 . * A „ 1a n by the De- 
to make the Weight of his Sins, who 2 ait 


there is another Conſideration, 


is guilty of them, very Heavy; yetfunchs, as 
* which eie only 


Stewards 


ſtill makes them much Heavier, by ad-, gon. 


Man guil- 
12 ty 
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As is 


taught by 
the Para- 
ble of the 
Unjuſt 

Steward. 


be Rich Man's Duty to 
ty, who gives either Nothing, or but 
Grudgingly and Niggardly, to the Build- 
ing of Churches or any other Work of 
Piety, inaſmuch as he is not ſtrictly 
ſpeaking Proprietor of the Riches he has 
in poſſeſſion, but only Steward. 

This, as I afore obſerv'd in ſhort, 
We are taught more particularly Luk. 16. 
1,2, Cc. Where, by the Steward that was 
accus'd to his Maſter for Waſting bis 
Goods, is denoted any Rich Man, that 
do's not lay, out his Riches to thoſe 
Uſes of Piety which GOD chief 

deſign'd them for, and for which GO 

entruſted him with them, but diſpoſes 
of them to other Ends and Purpoſes. 


And conſequently our Saviour's Appli- 
cation of the ſaid Parable in theſe Words, 


v. 9. And I ſay unto you, Make unto 


Four ſelves Friends of the Mammon of 


Unrighteouſneſs, that when 7 fail, they 
may receive you into everlaſting Habi- 
tations; this Application I ſay of our 
Saviour amounts to thus much: That 
the Grand Concern of Rich Men ought 


to be this, that they lay out their Rich- 


es 


not (as is uſual for the Generality 
of Perſons in their Condition.) in in- 


dulging their Vices and ſiuful Pleaſures 


and other Works of Unrighteouſneſs, but 


to fuch Ends and Purpoſes as they 


were deſign'd for by their Lord in 1 f, 
8 Fre. 


contribute Liberall ly to Churches. *. 
who intruſted them with the ſaid Rich- 
es, that is, principally to the Honour 
of that Lord, whoſe Stewards they are; 
that ſo, when they are call'd out of 


this World to give an Account of their 
Stewardſhip, they may be Able to give 


ſuch an Account as will be Approv'd 
of by their Lord, and induce him to 


Reward them with the Trus Riches of 


Everlaſting Bliſs and Glory, for ha- 

ving been Faithful in the Management 
of rhe ,Worldly Riches intruſted with 

them. | | 

This is the True State and Conditi- 4. 
on of All Reh Men, So that their —— | 
Grand and Fatal Error generally lies in Grand and 
This, that they do not, or will not un- Faul Mit- 
derſtand This to be their real. State and ret 
Condition, They firſt of all i/tgke for. 
prolly in looking upon Themſelves 'to- 

e the ſol: Proprietors of the Richcs 

they poſlefs ; and then they argue thence, 

that They may do what THEY WILL 

with their OWN. Whereas did they 

but Conſider that they are in Reality 

no more than Stewards, then the Con- 

trary would evidently follow, vis. that 
therefore 2 are NOT to do what 
THET WILL with their Riches, 4s 

NOT. being their OWN but G OI. 
On which account they are to do with 
them, as GOD wills as requires; 

I 


a 


the Building and Beautifying of Church- 


et, as what tends in a ſpecial manner 


to the promoting GOD's Honour and 


Glory. .. ; 
35. The Steward is indeed look'd upon as 


. TheCrime the Chiefeſt or Higbeſt Servant, that be- 
8 Sen Loa to the Family of any Great Per- 


illuftrated ſon, And accordingly He is, not on- 
| fon F iy ſhewn Reſpet by. the Other Servants 
4 Common according to their ſeyeral Ranks, but 


* alſo allow'd by his Lord much larger 
like man Wages than the Other, (at leaſt, the 
2 inferiour) Seryants; inſomuch that He 


er Maſter, is thereby frequently enabled to live 
«- Rich Himſelf very Handſomely and Genteely, 


rar 4:6. keeping Houſe Himſelf, and having his 
wards Own proper Servants, But now would 
je e, it not be very Odd, and an, Unſuffe- 
bixChurch-rable, Crime in a Steward, if, becauſe 
she is thus largely allow'd by his Lord 
for his Care and Pains, and thus Re- 

ſpeed by his Fellow Servants, He ſhould 

therefore have his Head fo turn'd round 


oy. the Highneſs of his Poſt, as to 


Forget that aſter all He is only Stew- 
ard, and forthwith to imagine that He 
is the very Proprietor or Lord of All the 
"Riches he has in his Hands or Manage- 
went; and accordingly on the ſtrenge) 
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of this falſe Imagination, He ſhould Iny 


75 out All, or the far greater part, of the 

ſaid Riches, not for his Maſter's Ser- 

Ir vice and Honour, but for his Own not 

F only Service and Honour, but even meer 

1 Pleaſure and Recreation, and that too 
| to downright Extravagancy, 


To inſtance in ſome Particulars. Wou'd 6. 


rg it not be an Unſufferable Crime in a fle, 
> 3 Steward, on the ſtrength of the fore-more par- 
er | mention'd Falſe Imagination, for. to'*iularly- 
our lay out great Sums of his Lord's Mo- 
jp ney on building Himſelf a Noble 2 tes 
+ and the mean while to let bis 's 
Ae Houſe lhe in a Mean, or even Ruinous 
He Condition? Would it not be an Unſuf- 
live ferable Crime in a Steward, to lay out 
i X his Lord's Money in paving bis Own 
gd Houſe with Marble or the Beſt Stone 
; 11 that can be got; and the mean while 
affe to think an Earthen Tlacr, or elſe a 
- 10 Pitching of Pebbles (not ſo Good as 
5 il in his Own, Stables) good enough for 
Re his Lord's ; Houſe ? Wou'd it not be 
. 14 agar ge in Him, for to hy out 
qu il bis Lord's Money, in having bis Own 
won Windows glazed with the Beſt Glaſs, and 
as to after the Ref Manner; and in the mean 
1 58 while to think it Well enough for his 
u the Lord: . Houſe , if the Windows thereof 
ee, 2, ut patch'd up with any Pieces of 
EIS, Glaſz, or great part of them quite Stopt 
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up with any pitiful Mortar or Dirt ? 
Wou'd it not be Unſufferable in Him, 


for to lay out a great deal of his Lord's 
Money in finely Geling the Roof, and 


Moinſcoting or otherwiſe Adorning the 


Inſides of the Walls of bis Own Houſe ; 


and the mean while to think it Well 


enough for the Roof of his Lord's Houſe 


to be Uncield, and lie Open like a 


Barn, and the Inſides of the Walls to 
be all cover'd with Fitch e 
I might inſtance in ſeveral other Par- 


The Sin of ticulars, but theſe already mention'd are 


Rich Per- 
ſors here in 


ſufficient to ſhew, how Unſufferably Ill 


3 ſe fuch a Steward would behave himſelf 
orth. 


'toward his Lord, in laying out the Mo- 
ney his Lord had intruſted him with. 
And yet is there not among us Many, 
Many a Rich Perſon, to whom it may 
be truly ſaid, (in the Words of the 
Prophet Nathan to King David,) 2 Sam. 
12. 7. Thou art the Man? For how 
many are there, that lay out Thou- 
ſands and Thouſands of Pounds on 


| building Themſelves Noble Houſes, and 


yet give Little or Nothing toward the 


Building of Churches * How many Pla- 


ees are there, where one may fee the 


Houſe of ſome Great Man make a Splen- 


ded and Stately Appearance, while the 
Houſe of GOD ſtands by, as it were 
prog 3 in 


Fre . 
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in an Humble manner, making but a 
very Mean and Deſpicable Figure. And 
how comes this to paſs, but by 
the Want of Rich Men's Conſidering, 
that they are by no means really Pro- 
prietors, bur only Stewards of the Rich- 
es they have in their poſſeſſion; and 


as ſuch, muſt be ſtrictly Accountable 
to GOD. their Lord for the Manage- 


men of the ſame ? 

Did but Rich Men duly conſider, that 8. 
88 are no more than Stewards to Th cn. 
G 


D, they could not but be ſenſible, m—_ 


that it is their indiſpenſable Duty as ſuch, h Srew- 


to ſtudy and do in the firſt place, what “ 


. . 5 - GOD, an. 
is Requiſite to the Maintaining or Pro- fd 


moting of GOD's Glory, and in order u ts 


excite 


| hereto to lay out or ſet aſide Learly Rich wen 


a very conſiderable Share of their In-torerfom 
come; and then in the ſecond place, tops, 
conſult their own Honour and Pleaſure, ken of. 
in proportion to what is Left of their 
Yearly Revenues, after they have diſ- 
charg'd their Duty to GOD their Lord, 
in laying out or ſetting aſide for his 
Honour and Service ſo Much of the 
Riches they are intruſted with by Him, 
as 1s requiſite according to their Abili- 
ties. Whereas for want of ſuch Con- 
ſideration, it is the too general Practice 
of Rich Men, in the Firſt place to con- 
ſult their Own Honour, nay and Plea- 


fire 
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ry ſure too, and to lay out vaſt Sums here- 
in; and tben to think it an Excuſe 
for not contributing to Works of Pie- 
„that their Extravagancies have left 
en Nothing to do it with: When in 
reality This is ſo far from being an Ex- 
cuſe, that it is an Agerauation of their 
Crime in not contributing to Works 
of Piety. 
„ ay, that was but a "Camputa- 
Ralfsf the tion made of what is yearly ſpent with- 
as des in this Country of England, in keeping 
on their Race-Horles , 7 and Wa ering at Races, 
Pleafures, in ke ing th 1 and Drinking Bouts 


cient to 


Fo after in Cock- mately , in 
tary feeing P ys 23. Opera's, in Gaming 
—— can with Cards, or Dice, and the like: 
ol The Particulars would arife to ſo Vaſt 4 
Sum, that was but one Half of it lay'd 
out in Works of Piety, there wou'd 
quickly be No occafion for Com mplain- 
ing, Ather that our Churches want Re- 
pairing or Beautifying, or that the Chil- 
Jren of the Poor wanted Means for a 
Religious Education, or the like. How 
inexcuſable then in the fight of GON 
muſt all ſach Perſons be, as can concur - 
— the ſquandring away” every Year ſo 
a Sm, only in gratifying their 
Pl ge, and the mean hi e let Works 
of V jety (ſuch as are in 4 principal man- 
ner the Building and Beauti Gu of 
ene en eee — 


Cruel, thereb 


long ſince caught in my Expoſition on che Catechiſm 
n 24 
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Churches, and the Education of Poooer 


Children) lie Undone for want of their 
Contributing Half ſo much to them, as 
they ſpend in their Pleaſures 8 | 

Il deſire the Reader Well to obſerve, 10. 


that I do by no means go about to 4 Rule 
atirm, by what I ſay here, that a Gen- — — 
tleman ought not to Pleaſe himſelf” at wen to 


All, with Horſe racing or Hunting, or 7, 

Any of the other Diverſions aforemen- bi chew 
tion'd, They are All very Innocent ce 
and Allowable, when uſed with 


ons 
Works of 
Piery. 


Moderation, except only One; I 
Cock-fighting, which (as an * Ingeni- 
ous Writer has lately obſery'd) is no 
other than 2 Remnant of the BARB 4- 


ROUS Cuſtoms of this Iſland, and too 
0 RUEL for Entertainment, And ſure 


Jam that whatever is Barbarous and 
becomes Unhuman ; and 
whatever is Unbuman, is I am fure in 


a greater degree Unchriſtian. Excepting 
therefore Cock-fighting, All the Reſt o 
the Recreations aforemention'd may be 


3 


* 1 


— * 


. 


thr 
97 


9 here 
| the eaſon , prizes, and 
ulls, or other. Reaſts with Dogs and the like, 
m'd Unwarrantable and Sinful, as Þ =_ 


! 4 
* 3 
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uſed very Innocently by a Gentleman, 
if ſo he be He is but duly Careful, 
that He do's not ſpend Too much ei- 
ther of his Money or of his Time upon 
them. And in order to judge aright in 
this matter as to Money, This may be 
taken as a Rule, that Univerſally holds 
Good: Namely, that“ whoſoever ſpends 
% MORE of his Money in purſuing 
&« bis Pleaſures or Sports, T HA. N He 
« do's in 887 Works of Piety; He 
. © ſpends TOO MUCH of his Money. in 
* ſuch his Pleaſures or Sports, and js 
« juſtly Accuſable unto God as a ST EW.- 
« ARD THAT WASTES his Maſters 

0 Goods | 
11. But now is it not to be fear'd, that 
Few Rich there are but Very few Rich Perſons 


% Rule among Us, who will be found to ma- 


the Rule 8 . 
afore laid nage their Stewardſhip, as they ought 


gown. according to this Unexceptionable Rule 2 
Is there not too apparent Cauſe to fear, 
that the Generality of the Rich ſpend 
2 Much greater Share of their Riches in 

their meer Pleaſures, than in Works of 
| Piety ? 5 8 
12. Io make the Matter Plain by de- 

47 is iluſ. ſcending to Particulars. Let it be ſup- 

ei,, pos'd, that the keeping of a Pack of 

inflances, Dogs amounts yearly to no more than 
viz. 4+ 10 Ten Pounds, which I think is as Low 


the Ex- 
— a Charge, as it can be rated at. Now 


it 
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it 1s Notorious, that the Generality of eerping 4 
Gentlemen of Smaller Eſtates will Rea-Fand: 
dily be at this yearly Charge for their 
Pleaſure. But then is it not as Noto- 
rious, that the Generality of them are 
Very Far from being Ready to give 
Ten Pounds u Tear to Works H Piety? 
Nay Things would be- much Better than 


they are, if Such would but find iti 


their Hearts to give to Works of Pie- 


ty 725 yo 4 Fe, tho' it be but 

Jalf ſo much, as they lay out on one 
df Pleaſure, 7 20S > hes; 
The Charge of keeping a Race-Horſe 13. 
I have heard to be uſually reckon'd an The ſame 
Hundred Pounds a Tear. And yet this flag 
is a Charge, which Gentlemen of more as be the 
conſiderable Eſtates (ſuppoſe of One or Few 
Two Thouſand Pounds a Year) are Rea- One face. 
dily at, for to gratify their «i 
But then how Many are to be found 
among them that give likewiſe an Hun- 


dred Pounds, or Half, or a Quarter fo 


much, Tearly to Works of Piety? 
And as for Perſons of the Largeſt |, 4 


Eſtates, it is a thing not unknown, for 4d ft 
One of them to keep Three or Four orfiniter, 4 


the Exe 


Siæ Race-Horſes, and conſequently We 
be at the yearly Charge of Three, tent 


Four, or Six Hundred Pounds in grati- <4 
fying his Pleaſure in this One Reſped.ſe 


But where is the Inſtance to be found 


mmong 


* + : ” 7: 
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among Theſe of the Largeſt Eſtates, that 
in like manner gives Three or Four, of 
Six Hundred Pounds 4 Tear, to Works 

A Piety; , Tho' they. may think it a 

iece of Honour and State, to out- 
ſuch as are of Smaller Eſtates, in the 
Sums they thus ſpend on their Plea- 
fures; yet they can be very well Con- 
tent and think it no Diſhonour, for 
them to be altogether on rhe Level 
with thoſe of leſs Eſtates, as to the 
Sums they give to Pious Murks. Where⸗ 
as it wou'd be much more truly Ho- 

* -. » nourable to gxceed Others, as in the Num- 
ber of Pounds they Yeatly receive in, 

: ſo | propottionably in the Number of 

Pounds they Yeatly /ay or, not in 
purſuing their Own Pleaſures, but in pro- 

moting the Glory, of GOD, who hath 

entruſled them with ſuch their Riches, 

and conſequently whoſe Stewards they 

are, and to whom. they muſt be ftricthj 

Accountable for EVCry - Penny they have 

laid out. TIE br ER 2p! 

16 And now we are upon this Subject, it 

be ue may be of Uſe to obſerve further, that, 

itt fur. ſuppoſing a Perſon of a. Great Eſtate, 

— that keeps Three Race-horſes, to con- 

to Length tinue that Expence Twenty Years, the 

e Er. Sum Total of his Expences in that 

perces, ſpace of Time, at the Common Rate 

above mention'd, vis. of an Hundred 

Pounds Charge a Tear for each —_— 

| | x» 


will amount to no leſs than Six Thou- 
ſand Pounds, And what Noble Works of 
Piety might be perform'd b * a 
Sum ? But is it not to be fear'd, that 
ſuch a Perſon n Enquiry will be 
found, not to have laid out a Tenth 
Part of the ſaid Sum, or Six Hundred 
Pounds, on Pious Uſes, during the ſame 
Time? Nay, perhaps not one ſingle 
Hundred Pound, or Half an Hundred. 
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And therefore how Yaſlh greater muſt 


be the Odds between the Sums hid 
out by ſuch a Perſon on Picus Uſes, 
and the Sumt laid out in gratifyin 
his Pleaſure, not only with RAC 
HORSES, but alſo in ALL O- 
THER reſpets? How can ſuch a 


Perſon imagin, that when He bas been 


thu UNFAITHFUL in the Riches 
F ths World, GOD will ' commit to 
is Truſt the True Riches of Everlaſting 
Happineſs > Which is One of the In- 
ferences made by our Bleſſed Saviour 
himſelf from the Parable of the S7 EN. 
ARD that was Acuſed of W ASTING 
his Lord's Goods. If our Sivigur fail 
in reſpect of the ung Man, that would 
not ſell AL L that he had, HOW 
HARDLY ſhall they that have Riches, 
enter into the Kingdom of GOD! 
What muſt ſuch a Perſon as I am 
here ſpeaking of, think of his Future 


128 , The Rich Man's Duty to 

FE ftate? HOWMUCH more hardly ſpall 

He enter into the Kingdom of GOD, who | 

will not lay out ſo MUCH, nay, not 

HAL Fora: QUARTER ſo much, on 

Works of Piety, as on his meer Pleaſures! 

O that Rich Men wou'd be but pre- 

vail'd upon to conſider. {criouſly what 

ſo Nesrly and Deeply concerns their 
Eternal State and Condition! 

16. From what has been Already faid, 
Rich #-n it do's but too plainly appear, how 
anciher Very Far ſbort Rich Men generally fall 

Reſpell. of Faithfully diſcharging that Steward- 

= 'ſbip, wherewith GOD has intruſted 
them. And. I am very ſorry, there is 
ſtill behind Another very Remarkable 
Inſtance, which further proves the ſame. 

17. The common Method appointed by 
The i. egal our Law for to raiſe Money for the 


maln Repairing of Churches, being this, name- 
Church. ly, for Pariſhioners to pay thereto ac- 


Bact. cording to ſuch a Powund-rate, as ſhall be 
judg'd requiſite ; hence, at a Penny 

ads Bo a Perſon of gol. a Year 
pays 30 Pence or Half a Crown; and 
a Perſon of 3zoco Pounds a Year pays 
3000 Pence or an Hundred half-Crowns, 
that is, 124. 10s. Namely, as the grea- 

ter Eſtate is an Hundred times as bi 
as the -Leſs, ſo the Perſon that has fp 
a Greater Eſtate, is requir'd by the Law 
to pay an Hundred times as much to the 
| TD Church- 
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Church-rate, as the Perſon that has ſuch 
1 Leſſer Eſtate, | 

But now it is to be well obſerv'd, 
that, altho this Method is not only Plain 
and Eaſy, and ſo moſt Proper to be en- 


vas by the Law for common Uſe z hurch- 


ut alſo carries in it an exact Equality 


of Proportion in reſpe& barely to the hardly on 


Difference of Eftates : yet after all in 
Another reſpect, vis. as to the Nece/ſaries 
and Conveniencies of Life, the foreſaid Me- 
thod is Not ſo equal, but bears Much 
harder on Perſons of Small than of Great 
Eſtates. Thirty Pounds a Year 1s but 
Enough, if Enough, for to provide 
bare Neceſſaries, or at moſt bare Con- 
veniencies, for a midling Family ; and 
to do thus much, there muſt he join'd 
to it the daily Labour and Toil of the 
Poſſeſſour and his Family, in ordering 
and making the Beſt of fach an Eſtate. 
So that what is pay'd by the Poſſeſſour 
of ſuch a ſmall Eſtate to any Rate or 
Levy, is pay'd as it were out of his 
very Neceſſaries, or at leaſt out of his 
bare Conveniencies of Life; and out of 
his very Labour and Swear. But now 
Three Thouſand Pounds a Year are ſuf- 
ficient, to provide for a Family, not 
only the Conveniencies, but allo the Com- 
orts of Life, in a Moderate manner ; 
and to leave Over and Above a Confi- 

K derable 
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? rates bears 


130 _ The Rich Man's Duty o 
derable Share for other Uſes. So that 
altho' a Perſon of three Thouſand 
Pounds a Year do's pay three Thouſand 


Pence to a Church-rate, when a Perſon 


of Thirty Pounds a Year pays bur 
Thirty Pence; yet the Latter may be 
truly ſaid, according to our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour's own Determination, to 
Luk. 21. More than the Former. For the Former 
4. pays out of his ABUNDANCE, hut 
the Latter pays out of bis PENURT 
er ſinall Income. es 4-10 
19. This Obſervation plainly teaches Per- 
Rich Men ſons of Great Eſtates or Rich Men, how 
event far they ought to be from thinking, 
 theydif- that, when they have pay'd to the 
chase Church-rate their Levy or Proportion ac- 


their Duty 


by barely cording to the Laws of the Land, they 
paying  , ave thereby fully difcharg'd their Du- 
3 ty as Stewards, or contributed fo much 
rates. to the Repairing or Beautifying of their 
Parift-Church-, as their Duty to GO D 
requires. A Rich Man, after that he 
has pay'd his Levy, ought impartially 
to conſider, how much More That 4- 
bundance of Riches wherewith G OD 


has intruſted him, will enable him to 


contribute, as a Free-will! Offering, to- 
ward the Repairing and Beautifying his 
Pariſh-Church. And in farting this 
matter Aright, He ought to guide him- 
ſelf by the Nule above laid down, — 


can't be compe 
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that his Voluntary Contributions to Works 
of Piety ought Always to be at the leaft 
Equal to his Expences on his Pleaſures. 
And there is the more Reaſon for the Rich 
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Man's acting thus, becauſe in laying a 


Levy, Regard ought principally to be 
had to the real Abilities of thoſe of 
Smaller Eſtates. Whoſe real Abilities be- 


Ing but ſmall, therefore it is but Rea- 


ſonable, that the Levy or Pound-rate 


| ſhould be made Agreeable to their ſmall 


Abilities, tho' it be Anſwerable, nei- 
ther to the Charge of the Work, for 
which the Levy is Made, nor yet to 
the Abilities of Perſons of much great- 


ter Eſtites. I fay, it is but Reafonable - 


to make Levies in proportion to the ſmall 
Abilities of Thoſe of ſmall Eſtates, becauſe 
to make the ſaid Levies above the Abi- 
lities of ſuch; wou'd be no other than 
an Act of Inuftice and Oppreſſion, and 
ſo Sinfuls And whereas Levies thus 
made will thereby fall much belom the 
Abilities of thoſe of Great Eſtates, it 
hence follows, that ſuch as have Great 
Eſtates oreght not to think that they 4iſ- 
charge their Duty by paying ſuch Le- 


dier, foraſmuch as the ſaid Levies were 


not made as 'proportionable to thein Abi- 
lities : But fuch Rich Perfons ovgbr, 
of their "own — Will, or tho' they 

Id thereto by the Laws, 
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of the Land, to contribute Above their 
Levy ſo much More, as will together 
with their Levy be really proportiona- 
ble to their own Abilities. 


20. And here I am faln as it were Un- 
One prin- 


cipalCauſe a Wares on one principal Cauſe, that the 


why the Repairing -of Churches, as they ought, 
Seppr's comes generally to be ſo neglefed, as it 
es come to is. Namely, becauſe it being but Reaſo- 
5 _ nable, that the Church-Levies ſhould be 
mude in propartion to the ſmall Abilities of 
Thoſe of ſmall Eſtates; hence the ſaid 
Levies will not raiſe a Sum agreeable 
to the neceſſary Coſts of making the 
Neceſſary Repairs. And altho* the Le- 
, vies thus made axe not anſwerable to, 
but below the Abilities of Thoſe of 
' Great Eſtates; yet ſuch Content them- 
felves with barcly paying their Levies, 
and neither can be compelld by our 
La, nor are induced by a Senſe of 
their Duty to GOD, to contribute any 
More of their own Free Will. So. that 
from hence 1t evidently appears, that 
the Fault of our Churches lying in fo 
Mean and Ruinous a Condition, do's 
Chiefly. lie at the Doors of the Rich 
or more Wealthy Perſuns among Us, e- 
ven ſuppoſing Them duly to pay their 

Shares to common Chuch-levies, 
deter But alas! there are not a few inſtances 
principal to be met with among Perſons of Great 
Cauſe of | Eſtates, 
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Eſtates, that have found out, as they 
may think, a Dextrous way to eaſe Them- 


of the Church-levy, (and the ſame is 


to be. underſtood alſo of the Poor-le- flew'd by 


WY) by flinging it wholly upon their 
enints. I am not ignorant, that there 
are good Reaſons, why the Tenants 
ſhould be oblig'd to lay down FOR 
his Landlord ſuch a ſhare of the Church- 
levy, as ariſes out of the Land which 
the ſaid Tenant rents; but then I ſay 
hate ver the Tenant thus lays down, 
ought to be ale d again or repaid 
him in full by his Landlord, The Rea- 
ſons, which make this Requiſite and Ne- 
ceſſary in-order to the Landlord's Fairh- 
fully Diſcharging his Stewardſhip to GOD, 
are tie: 


Firſt, as it has been largely ſhewn, 


that it is the indiſpenſable Duty of eve- rhe firſt 


ry Rich Perſon to contribute Liberally — 


to all Pious Works, and conſequently 
to the Repairing and Beautifying of 
Churches; ſo it thence follows, that 
no Rich Man ought to do any thing, 
that plainly tends to the Hindrance of 
any Pious Work, particularly of Re- 
pairing and Beautifying Churches. But 
now for a Landlord to fling the Pay- 
ment of the Church-levy Wholly upon 
kis Tenant, without allowing again or 
repaying the Tenant what he fo disbur- 

. les, 


ay - Unwaran- * 
ſelves of paying ſu much as therr Share tableneſror 
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ſes, do's plainly tend to the Hindrance of 


For the Tenant by the 


"The Rich Man's Duty to 


and Beautifying Churches. 
cannefs of his 
Circumſtances will be induced, either 


Repairing 


.., wholly ro naglect Repairing his Church, 
or . elle to X 


get the Church-rate to be 


made ſo low as ſhall be anſwerable ta 


} 


23. 
The Se- 


cond Rea- 
ben thereof. 


Church- rate that ariſes from the Lands 


his Own Circumſtances, not to the Abi- 
lities of bis Landlord, or to the Cofts 
and Charges of the Neceſſary and Due 
E. Whereas was the Tenant to 

repayd by his Landlord, what he 
lays down - to. Church-levies,, He wou'd 
then be under no ſuch Temptations, as 
thus manifeſtly tend to the Diſlonaur 
- nt Diſhonouring his | Houſes or 

ein 7-7 + 

-- Secondly, if it be ſuppos'd, that the 
Tenant can't get his Aim, but the 
Chureh-rate is made ſo High, as to 


anſwer the- Coſts of the. requifite Re- 


pairs: Why, then the Share of the 


held by the ſaid Tenant, tho' it be Na 
more than what the Landlord can very 


well pay, yet may be too beauy 4 Bur- 


den for the Tenant to pay, without 
being rehayd by his Landlord. And 
thus the Landlord becomes guilty of 


- 


nant. 


downright Oppreſſion toward his Te- 
; | 4 1 


4 
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To make this Matter clear by being 24. 
more particular. Suppoſe the Repairs . 
of a Church to require a Church-levy - 
to be made at the rate of Two- Pence in 
the Pound, and à Fenant to rent a 
Farm of Threeſcore Pounds a Tear in 
the Pariſh. According to this Rate, the 
Share to be paid out of the ſaid Farm 


2 will be Three ſtore Two-pences., that is, 
le juſt Ten Shillings. Now tho' Ten Shil- 
to ings is no more than a Trifle, or an 
1e inconſiderable Sum, to the Landlord, who 
d has four or five Hundred, or perhaps 
18 2 Thouſand or two Thouſand Pounds 
wr a Lear, yet it is a Great deal for a 
Wy Renter of © Threeſcore' Pounds a Year 


to pay out of his Own Pocket, and 
More than he can Well bear. For out 
of ſuch a Farm, it can't be reaſonably 
ſuppos'd, that the "Tenant with his ut- 
moſt Care and Labour can raiſe much 
above Twenty Pounds (beſides the Rent) 
for his own Maintenance. But Twen- 
ty or Thirty Pounds are but Enough 
to find a Family of five or ſix Perſons, 
with the bear Neceſſaries, or at moſt 
the bear Conveniencies of Life. 80 
that Ten Shillings muſt be a Great deal 
for ſuch à Tenant to pay to the Church- 
levy at One time; eſpecially confide- 
ring that it is not to be doubted, but that 
the Landlord do's likewiſe lay upon him 
&4 the 


rr 
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the Payment of the Poors-levy, and add 
all other Pariſh-Levies. . to 
25. Thirdly and Laſtly, the Unreaſona- Tri 
= _ bleneſs and Sinfulneſs of this Practice thi 
the Sinful- of Landlords will appear ſtill Greater, rru 
1 rad Bog by conſidering that, whereas GOD re- ] 
F pratice, Quires of the Landlord out of bis Abun- to 
; dance to contribute Liberally to the tha 
Repairing and Beautifying his Church- the 
7 es, and to all other Good Works ; by ara 
f the foremention'd Practice the Land- anc 
i lord comes off as it were Dextrouſly, fail 
Receiving All his Rent, and Net pay- in 
ing one Farthing out of it, toward Re- fyi 
pairing Church or any other Work of 221 
Piety; thus at the ſame time Tricking poſ 
a2 it were his G0 D, and Oppreſſing 
his , Neighbour or Tenant. GOD was 
juſtly requires af the Landlord out of his 
his: Abundance to contribute Liberally but 
to Pious Works; the Landlord pretends tak 
to obey GOD herein, by moſt unjuſt- his 
ly making his Tenant out of bis Pen- anc 
17 to contribute in His Stead. Te 
26: Will it be faid, that Landlords al- Re 
An Admo- lam their - Tenants what they lay out in 
70 en toward Church-levies or the like by let- as 
vare the ting them their Lands at ſo much lower are 
* Rent. This, is indeed eafily ſaid, but the 
6 I humbly and earneſtly defire Him that ſta1 
fays it, to be very careful that the De- Hi 
iI do's not prevail upon him, only to. Au 


add 


* 
— 
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add Sin to Sin, while he endeavours. 


to Excuſe his foremention'd Crime of 
Tricking as it were GOD, by fooliſhly 


thinking to Deceive GO D by an Un- 


truth. 


that he is far from diſcharging ' hereby 


the Duty he owes to GOD as his Stereo- Trae, get 


ard, unleſs He further takes ſpecia 


and effectual Care, that the Tenant do's Sufficiene. 


faithfully lay out, what is thus allow'd 
in his Rent, on Repairing and Beauti-, 

fying his Pariſh-Church. I defire ſuch 
a Landlord to conſider, whether ſup- 
poſing He had order'd his Steward to 
rake Care, that his Houſe be kept in 
Decent and Beautiful Repair; upon 
his finding his Houſe took no Care of, 
but jet run quite out of Repair, He would 
take this as a ſufficient Anſwer from 
his Steward, that He had allow'd ſuch 
and ſuch of his (Lordſhips or Worſhips) 
Tenants ſo much out of their _ 


Rent, in order to keep the faid Houſe 


in Repair. Would a Landlord take this 
as a. Satisfactory Anſwer from his Stew. 
ard in this Caſe 2 Would he not ra- 


ther give the ſaid Steward to under- 


ſtand, that He his, Maſter, entruſted 
Him with the ſaid Care, and did not 
Authorize Him to Entruſt Others there- 

„ | with; 


Howſoever ſuppoſe for once the Caſe 27. 
to be ſo, yet the Landlord muſt know, 7h*Excuſe, 
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with; and therefore that He could not 


but look upon and deal with Him, as 
an Unfalchful Steward, in the Matter? 
And is not the Caſe exactly parallel 
between GOD and ſuch a Landlord, 
as leaves his Tenants to look and re 


that the Houſe of GOD do's not want 


Repair? When ſuch a Landlord comes 


to ſtand before the Throne of GOD, 


and to give up his Accounts as a Stews 


ard of the great Riches GOD entruſt- 


ed Him with, can He poſſible imagine 
that, when He ſhall be "examin'd as to 
the Care He took of G0 D's Houſe, 


or of his Church, and as to the Stang 


he lay'd out in keeping ir in Decent” 
and Beautiful Repair, that it will be 
taken as a Satisfactory Anſwer, that He 


allow'd bit Tenants ſo much out of 
their yearly Rent toward Repairing it 
and left the Care of it to them? Shall 


not G00 moſt- juſtly paſs Sentence a- 


gainſt fuch a Lindiond:” + as an Unfaith- 


Fill Steward to Him? inaſmuch as the 


Truſt, which GOD. reposd in Hin, 
that without takin 


He unwarrantably put off to Others, and 
any Care that They 
anſwerd or fulfill's the 18er of the ad 
Truſt. 


But 
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But after all, ſince the Sum requi- 28. 
ſite to the Repairing and Beautifying e — 
of Churches muſt vary according to the Landiords 
Variety of Circumſtances, I do not ſee on 
bow a Landlord can be ſaid to allow his © — Pury 
Tenant out of his Rent, toward diſ- 1060 Din 
charging the Duty incumbent on the — 
Landlord for the Keeping Churches in 
Decent and Beautiful Repair. At leaſt 
think it is evident from ſuch Varie- 

ty of Circumſtances, that it muſt needs 

be mich the Beſt way, in order to a 
Faithful Diſcharge of this his Dut 

for every Landlord to Article with his 
Tenants, to repay or allow them again 

out of their Rent, hat ſocuer 

be found Requiſite to contribute to- 

ward Repairing or Beautifying their Pa- 

riſn- Church. For, as by this Method 

the Tenants will have no Temptation 

on the one hand, to neg/e&# Repairing 

their Church, and Beust hing it as B 
ought ; ſo on the other hand the Land- 

lord has ways Enough to keep his Te- 
nants ſo much under his Awe, as to 
Reſtrain them from being fooliſhly | Ex- 
travagant, or 'Squandring away his Mo- 

ney without Occaſion: Not to add, that 

this is not likely to happen, on ac- 
count of ſome Perſons of Smaller Eſ- 
concern d in this matter in 


Wa n 


— 
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2 


Coverous ONE , 


Perſons, 


with rela- 


30. 
David's 
Thankſgi- 
- wing 1 
Chron. 


29.10--19. 


very Re- 
markable 


lt remains to be obſerv'd under this 
As ober- Head of Stewardſhip, wherewith GOD 
deen n enſtruſts Rich Perſons, that if Any 
becauſe out of a baſe Coverous 
Temper He is ſo far from ſpending Any 
tion to the thing on his Pleaſures or on Superfiui- 


Duty here ies, that he do's not allow himſelf 
treated of. 


what is Fitting; if Any one, I fay, 
ſhall on this account imagin, that He 
is excus'd from laying out any | More 
on Pious Works, than he do's on Him- 


ſelf; He muſt know that He is herein 


greatly and fatally miſtaken. His Co- 
vetouſneſs toward Himſelf” is à very 

eat Sin; and much more Sinful 1s 
his Covetouſneſs, when it makes him 
Unwilling to contribute according to 


his real Ability to the promoting of 


GOD's Glory and Honour; and on rhe 
contrary to ſet up his Gold for his 


God, and ſo to become guilty of Ano, 
ther of the Greateſt Sins, vis. Idola- 


If}. | 1 9 | 

| 1 ſhall cloſe this Head with that ex- 

cellent Thankfgiving and Prayer of 

King David recorded in 1 Chron. 29. 

10— 19. Bleſſed be thou, O Lord GOD 
Iſrael our Father, for ever and ever. 
ne, O Lord, is the Greatneſs,, and 


to this pur-the Power, and the Glory, and the Vitto- 


poſe. 


y, and the Majeſty : For All that is 
in the Heaven and in the Earth is 
F | Thine : 


essen S FPMPhHTMLOCMR two OooyintOmhnygy 
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Thine: Thine is the Kingdom, O Lord, 

and thou art exalted as Fra above All. 
Both RICHES and Honour COME 
OF THEE, and thou reigneſt over 
All, and in Thy Hand is Power and 
Might ; and in THT HAND it is 
to MAKE GREAT, and to give 
Strength unto All. Now therefore, our 


' GOD, we thank thee, and praiſe thy 


glorious Name. But who am I, and what 
zs my People, that we ſnould be ABLE 
TO OFFER SO WILLINGLYT 


after this ſort ? FOR ALL THINGS 


OME THEE and of THINE 
OWN have we GIVEN THEE. 
For we are Strangers before thee , and 
Sojourners, as were all our Fathers, Our 
Days on the Farth are as 4 Shadow, 
and there is none Abiding. O Lord our 
God, ALL THIS STORE, that 
we have prepard to BUILD THEE 
AN HOUSE for thy holy Name, 
COMESOF THY HAND, andis 
ALL THINE OWN. I know alſo, 
my God, that thou tryeſt the Heart, 


and haſt pleaſure in Uprightneſs. As 
for Me, in the UPRIGHTNESS 


of my Heart, I babe W ILLINGLY 
OFFERD All theſe things. And now 
have I ſeen with joy, thy People which 
8 here, to OFFER WIL- 
LINGLT unto thee. O Lord God of 

Abraham, 
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Abraham, Iſaac, and Iſrael our Fathers, hi 
keep this for ever in the imagination lo 
4 the Thoughts of the Heart of thy 

eople, and ſtabliſh their Heart unto Thee: ne 

And give unto Solomon my Son a Perfect R 

Heart to keep thy Commandments, thy th 

Teſtimonies, and thy Statutes, and to be 

do All theſe things, and to BUILD tl. 

THE PALACE, for. the which 1 5 

haue made Proviſion. it 

31. Here we plainly ſee, how King Da- ac 
3 reg 

— vid, That Man after GO D's own E 

— Heart, was influenc'd to offer Willingly 

P:ſſue of Ot contribute Liberally th the Building 

Scripture. of G O D's Honſe, by theſe Conſiderati- 

. ons, namely that RICH ES come of 

. GOD; that it is in GOD's Hand to 

MAKE GREAT, ot one Rich above 

Another; that it was GOD, that made 

Him and his People A B LE t offer ſo 

 Willingly, or contribute fo Largely ; that 

All things come of GOD, and conſe- 

quently ALL THAT STORE, which 

they bad prepar'd to build GOD an 

Houſe, CAME OF HIS HAND, 

and was ALL HIS OV N. As 


0! 


A 
alſo, that they were Strangers and So. 
journers here 1n this World ; that their 
Days on the Earth were as a Shadow, 
and there is no Abiding or Long Con- 
tinuance here. And what is all this, 
in ſhort, but to ſay, that David and 

| His 


sss eee 


2 
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his People were influenc'd to contribute 
ſo Liberally to the Building of GOD's 
Houſe, by conſidering that [They were 
no other. than STEW ARDS. of thoſe 
Riches they had in their poſſeſſion 5 and 
that afier a ſhort Life here,” they ſbould 
be call'd to give a ſtridt Account, hom 
they had manag'd their $S TEWARDs- 
S HI, while they were intruſted with 
it. And would but Great Men now 
adays be perſuaded to follow David's 
Example, in weighing the forementi- 
on'd .Confiderations in the Uprightneſs 
of their Hearts, they wou'd be influ- 
enc'd thereby to follow likewiſe David's 
Example in Willingly offering or Large- 
y contributing to the Building of Church- 
es And they wou'd not ſtop here, 
but go further ſtill, and like Holy. Da- 
vid, make it their humble-and earneſt 
Requeſt to GOD, that he wou'd keep 
this Senſe of their Duty for ever, in 
the imagination of the Thoughts of the 
Hearts of their Children, and would 
give their Children a Perfect Heart to 


| keep his Commandments and Teſtimonies 


und Statutes, and as 2 Branch thereof, 
according to their Ability, either to 


Build or. contribure to the Building of 


Churches, and that in ſuch a manner as 
that they might be - Palaces, | or fo De- 
cent and Stately and Beautiful Build- 
| 8 dings, 
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dings, as to be ſomewhat ſuitable to 

the Dignity of the Divine Majeſty, to 

whoſe Service they are Conſecrated or 

Set apart. And thus I have very latge- 

ly laid before the Reader, the great 

and intliſpenſable DUTY of contribu- 

ting Liberally, according to ones Abi- 

lity, to the Building, Repairing, and 
Adorning or Beautifying Churches. 
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U herein are contain d Temporal Mo- 

tives to the Practice of this Du- 
9; particularly as being a pro- 
WW: per Means to obtain the Conti- 
| nuance and Proſperity of Fa- 
milies. 


1. Come now in the laſt place to la 
Motives to 1 before the Reader, the great and mo 
[ * 22. weighty Motives to this Duty, either 
. Duty are by way of Encouragement to and Re- 
rwotold.. ward for the conſcientious Practice there- 
of, or by way of Diſcouragement to and 
Puniſhment for the Neglect thereof. And 
theſe Motives relate both to this Life 


and the Life to come. 
1 It 


ContmibmteLifledlly taChurthes. s 


ble to dt is'@0 Qidlnadparetity heiwen Birte 2. 
Y, tO the wenerality: ob Mun (is influencid:lfy — 
xd or the) Rewards or. Puflihmthts of: Abe Lit 115, 
latge- vr, while-thiy ard too aps tb lcoti- wants — 
great | cebe pfithetd, ab things ut A fur Gren- Jene, 


tribu- vir nner than: RG they. arri 

pa) whit 8. the) Marti £ 9 
z bhly to the Life, tb come 

won d. Bike e esse wei Hie 

-lets! Cunſiderate o whichy | make the a- 

teſt! part of Mankind, But. it ic vr we- 

markaflr, that the. Prambics of thisiDu- 

ty isvſetv forth in Seripture, aas Aﬀegd- = 

PRESENT Ee le) af Rowe! 

P RAS . Eafecby WAY <0 coated ; 

— the 'other:chal they Neglef71ot 

thin Dutyrors Jer cfarthe in Scripturs tas 

Attendedb with gteat Diſauunnimenetven 

of b P R'E SEN Entit bat way of 

Nini nahe ace A. yiemsA : mod 

ODS dealing with ing; Hau, m, 3. 

ſerve or 1 oÞ:the 2Tzm- de is be 

ore r, otlrat attends a Profit jo 1 

— Duty, c: Benande DD Hd . — 

. ² bvibd donfibilſe Pods 5 


her | | 4 
rund Dathe n way ab:Reward / Encour- 
* GOD — — 0 Nl inf Des agemenror 


n | aſt, tht is, te BODE the Bbrone iger 
nd en Klngddir imo his Hufe: or r 
10 N eee usde 
Wii gafid agaibun H¶criptuſte aithiat GQD > ct 


Nc Er, u H e nat „ b. 
* Pale TT 1 Reaſonably 1 


% 


: .; 10 his Ability, 5 the Balbaisg of 


: . r Generations, then They mut be 


be Rich Nane 


Duty ty WW.) 


_ Reafdnably' infer from 0 D thus 
out 


ing with David, that whoſoever 
of 4 lie Zeal for GOD's Honour ſhall 
Bald. or contribute Liberally 32 


Church, He ſhall in 2 Humer be 
Rewarded by GOD for ſuch his Deal 
and Piety? Namely, that -G OD thall 
likewiſe! build bim um Hauſe, that in, 
— — _ 0 Continue und Prol- 
per B Generations. - Which, 
Bas a great 1 Bleſſing, 2 
— 1 IC 4 

85 2 855 fo” the Hoh 
1605 Has \as it were 


— Perſons by the Inſtunce 
of David, Fha: means are more feculiar- 
h to be made\ uſe of in order to at- 


tain this ſo muclt defird 
them: Namely, if They wow'd haue 

to build them. ab i'Howſe, that is, to Con- 
tinue and Proſytr: [their Families thro 


1 All Wolcksiof 


do Contribute to 


Piety; buͤt in 4 more manner to) 
che and Alorning 
5 bag, ge 2 0˙¹ 737 


And, 45 GOD! ds thus ſuit his Ne- 


"= 
— wards to the Nature of the Good Works 


e dots by 
of te Lee d * * or Cr 


Men, and con t dos. 
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NE to.Churobes. 
ailding g and Proſper- 
— 4 or Pabilies thro". Fu. 

og $0 on the other hand it is 
Reaſonable to infer, and it is plain from 
ſeveral! Inſtances in Scripture, that GOD 
do's likewiſe ſuit his P 1 to 
the Nature of the Bad Works done by 
Men; and -confequently do's puniſfi their 
lapicty in Net contri Liberal to 
the ring and Adarning bs 
Houſes.or Chur but erting Them 
= NR: Pun Cochin, by 

18 contiminmg und pro Li 
Families the Futute Ages "bur kering 
them ſint bd. come! e ' Conditt- 
n, Or elſe to be * 

And hence alſo - —— way appeats, 5: 


what a y improper Method ſuch Perfons 7% wrong 
take,” as think 10 contribute to the He ann, 
ture "Gre of theit Families, by Res t 


fuſing ecting to to contribute to the 00: 
Building ent Beautifying of Churches, 2. the 
that they inay lay = the More for their „ 7 
Heirs and Poſterit y. Whereas this is Families. 
the Ready way ta ring down the Cut 

of GOD, not uni upon wh is th 
Impiouſ] I with-held from G0, but on 

the whole. Eſtates of ſuch Ferſbns. For 

thus we may temembet that D dealt 
wich tha' e fr their Return from 
the Baby loniſn Captivity, for heir Neg- 
lecting the er the ſecond my 
SAG > 
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ple. Te lot d fu. MUCH, but lo * 
cure to LITT I E; and wben ye brovght 
it Home, I did BLOW wpon it Why, 
ſays: the Lord of : Hoſts * BECAUSE 
QF MT HOUSE that WA STE 
Therefore: the: Heaven over po is ſtay d 
from Dew, and the Earth is Rapid from 

ber F ruit, &. 1 9, 10. And v. 6. 

it is particulatiy id; that, as a Puniſh- 

ment for the ſame Crime, He that earns 

Wages, earns 'Wages tu put it into 4 Bag 

with: HOLES, intimating that AH\that 

they got . their Labour in other mat- 
| ELF ters, whi Neglecked to Labour 

198 in the Building of G0D's Houſe, came 

118 | to Nothing, was of no Advantage to 

TW them, but was like unto Money put into 

J 45 4 . with Holes, which flipr out at 

i" © the ſaid Hale, as faſt as it was put 

I into the Bag. And in like manner 

Y may it be Reaſonably ſuppos'd, that Al 

bY which | ought to be contributed by Rich 

il) | * Perfons to the. Building and Beautify- 

ing of Churches, and is with-held- by 
chad: in order to leave the _ 

Riches to thein Poſterity, ſhall be 

Money put into 4 Bag with Holes, that 

ns is, ſhall. be of No real or long Uſe fot 

1 the upholding the Greatnefs of theit 

iÞ 5 Familics. - Whereas on the other Hand. 

| as G0 D weclar'd to the Je u 

a 1 their having — the Second mw 

i" 0 Ple 


r 


e 8 


8 ——— mn I 
P'S 2 ext nA Hart,: 9 8 too. 
1 en, Hag. 2. 19 7 ſo it: ma 
be thence Reaſonably inferrid; that 
will w like manner left ſuch Perſons, as 
-Liberally contribute to the: Building ande 
\Beautifying: his Churches, namely with 
«the \ Temporal .-Bleſhngs of Plenty and 
E es; wath 8 er CV) wh "= 
U Nay , ſo Acceptable in the ſight of 6. 
GO De iʒ a true and great Zeal for his 1 
Church and Service, that We find. Dy- Churches, 
wa deſuing & O to. Remember, Hd 5 bees fle- 
; ſunre unto the. Homũm, and old Ja tha GOD 
Jom unt@/tbe. mighty God of Facob,) that '» grant us 
Arete not rome into rhe Taber- up, 4, 


nac | 


e of his Houſe, nor go up inte M appears 
2% Bed —— Until be bad found 4 Place Era, 
r Fer the Lord, an Habitation for the of pavid. 
_ put mighty GOD of Jacob, Pſal. 132. 
24 I—5. We find, I ſay, David thus 

at Aj making Uſe of his great Zeal for to 

Rich! Provide a proper Place for the Publick 

utify: Service of GOD, as a ſtrong Motive 

d by 0 induce GOD to grant ſuch Requeſts, 

reater Tenpęral as well as Spiritual, as he had 

then ſion to make unto Him. And 

is not this a great Encouragement for 
Others to imitate David's Zeal for the 

Place of G OD's Service? Since they 

are taught by his Example, that they 
likewiſe may make Uſe of ſuch their 
Zeal, as a firong Motive to induce 
1 oy 60 
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mende, 
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and „after 
om t 

— job! 

* ned er be 


(ago ehe Ach Mrd Dyas 
» to grant them fuck, eſts, a8 
the ſhall: have need to wan e Eli, 
Naporal as well as Spiruuνçt | 

bly-' hareto, 8 0d "Neb: 

the: foremention'd Example 
uſe of the | Good 
done for vb Houſe 
bis GOD, as a ſtrong Motive to in- 

2 dunk: 0D to be unto Him, 

5 = All reſpects Tempo l as well 28 Hhiri- 
al. For” thus we." 7 find ſpeaking 

Techem. 13. 14. Remember ut, 0 

concerning this, an wipe not 

ry Good! Ded. bur J bheue dom fur the 

HOUSE" my 'GOD; * „ the 
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ing, Repairing, or Adorning them, as 


ſing is there that Great Perſons more 
Frequently aull Vo 4 ly *defffe, Than the 
wes of ſome Perſon, who is Dear 
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or Repair and Adorn one which — 
in need: therebf, if ſo be GODꝰ N 
be 2 pleabd to ſpare the Life of: the 
ſible Perſon, and to reſtore him do his 
Health and Strength: Would „E ſax. 
Great Perſons but: do this, it iiight 
beria pnnich more Efectu Means: ti — 
eure the Recovery and Health of the 
Perſon» fo Dear unto them, than Cal: 
ling in the Help of Five or- Sir — 
ſtciansg: and filling their — 
Day, or ſeveral Times in «Day, wh 
=_ ors aur ee. = 
75 an who al de, 75 
— | tr. bim, as the Fo 
of) Sirach expreſſes it, Ecchuſ. 38. 7 
And the Direction ot this Pious Few 
in the ſame Text is very good: Ho: 
8 qt mee 6e-,6 DUE 
tom Uſes which. you may 
haue Gel, B then Care is to be 
kei, that we truly folloum this Di- 
rection, in -bonoaring: the Phyſician On- 
5 tbe! Ham DV Funα Fim, 
and not with (Greater: Honour. We 
are to be Careful, SO to Honour the 
Phyſician, AS thoſe that knows with 
the ſame Wiſe Son of Sirach, that Of Eeclut: 
the moſt High cometh Healing „ not of 3% + 
heh Phyſitian any otherwiſe, than He 
is the Inſtrument of the moſt High. 
if therefore Great Perſons think it Pro- 
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the Practicꝰ of the hs Nam ſpeaking Prafice of 
of; ot by way of -Diſcour#ement tö 249: 
aud Puniſhment for the Neple& of the 
fad: Duty. And I have been the” more 
particular in this Point; becauſe Men 
are generally apr to be moſt mov'd” ot 
influenced by Temporal 'Conliderations) 
or fuch as relate to s Roos Lift” 

fr I ble . | 
2 * hh 


* 
—_ _—— * a 2 
m_ 
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W herein W. Brace 77 1 m Di 
oy ty is enforcd by Spiritual Mo- 


* | 
a. Rives, and ſuch as relate to Etes- 
1 " 0% : YER. Mi | 
3 * n 


8 for buen as are 00 hy, as s td 1. 
be gbvern'd | not by 5 but by The be. 


Reaſon ; and "conſequent! give due — 3 
Weight to, the C fach un ee the eee 
Eife to come © there are fill nc — 
ä Morives , to encourage them wy mt 
e Practice, and to diſcourage them 
from the Ne glet' of the ald Duty. 
Fer in the- fide place (viz. 1 Tim. 6. Tim. 6. 
17. — 19.9 t that St. Paul directs Dimothßß 
to Charge them that art Rich in thi 
url, that "they do Good, "that they b 
Rich in Good © orks, C. He adds ff 
on Motive 


150 | M Rich 1 ) 
_  - » Motive; thereto, that hereby they /ay 
ONE p in flore. for themſelves, ©, good Foun: 
ion. iet the Time ta ne, 
they may, lay bold. on Firm Lia. 
as it has been obſetv'd;in Chap. 3. of 
this Diſcourſe ; that this Charge | do's 
ee and in a ptineipal manner, 
imply t & Duty of contributing Libe- 
rally to the Building and Beautifying 
of Churches, ſo it follows that the 
Practice of the ſaid D pay, is a 2 
pal Means to lay up in ford 
ſelves a good Foundation againſ? & Time 
0 come, chat We may lay bold an Btere 


nal Li and. conſer quently that on the 
other ad the Ne cel Wc Duty 
| is — _ cif} Means ds ord from 
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recriue us into Everlaſting Habi- | 
* that is, the Good +] Pious 


great Motiue to induce GOD; 
cejve us into Everlaſting 
is alſo to be well 8 


Savionr has forewarn'd us, 
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Uſe af our Riches. here 82 
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denote GOD's: to continue and 


eſtablflncthe Tenn al Kingdom of Aua 
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to 
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4. Indeed if the Tenporal 


_ "Wane -of the Poor, as Feeding the 
ferr'd fro 
| Mar. 25, Anke, be ſpecial Means'of our obtaining 


Cc. aan 
Shent2*2s we- Hd ait 15 Mat. 525, 34499 
c; then by Amlogy of- Reaſbnz mn 
smöre Anal ava at that Day thei Ra- 
"Wing of the Spiritual Wars ofthe 
Poor, and not-: on of Them, but of 
*. \ Many: Ocbers ald, who: tho'n they la- 
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4 a: boeh rt 'undet Temporal Poverty Vet N- 
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iſe to relieve the Spiritual Wants, not 
only of the Poor, but of Many Others 
alſo. But now to contribute to the 
Building and Repairing of Churches, 1s 
one principal way to Contribute to- 
wards the Relieving of Mens Spiritual 
Wants; and the Neglect of the Former, 
is a Neglect of the Latter. 

To conclude, If, becauſe the 7, 5. 
Man would not ſell ALL that he bad, — lefty 
and give to the Poor, our Saviour ſaid, — 
HoW HARDLY ſhall they that have onthe one 
RICHES, enter into the Kingdom of ad. 
GOD! What then ſhall our Saviour 
ſay at the laſt Day to ſuch, as Refuſe 
to contribute ONLT A SUITABLE 
PART of what they have, toward the re- 
lieving the Spiritual Wants of the Poor 
and of Others alſo, by Building or Re- 
building Churches 2 HOW MUCH 
MORE Hardly ſhall ſuch enter into 
the Kingdom of G O D/ | 

And on the other Hand, fince our 6. 
Saviour has plainly inform'd us, that And on the 
(T) in Hs Ek; Houſe are many jo. 3 
Manſions, i. e. in Heaven are many and Y 
different Degrees of Happineſs and Glo- 
ry, which are thus differenced or di- 
ſtinguiſh'd in order to be beſtow'd on 
Saints, according to their different De- 
grees of Piety in this World; hence it 


+ Mark. 10. 21---23. (F) Joh. 14. 2. 
M ; 


may 


662 


F. 
Cther Pre- 
£07! CES 

jermain to 
mow 


th; 4 


here on Earth, as are ſomewhat ſuitable to the 5 


| _ is, ſome of the Higheſt Degrees of 


| ſiderable Motives, both Spiritual and Tem- 
porel, to encourage or enforce the Prac- 


The Rich Man's Duy to. 


may be reaſonably inferr'd, that Thoſe 
who have ſhew'd their Piety as in o- 
ther reſpects, ſo particularly in their 
Concern and "Seal that G OD ſhould 
have. ſuch MA NSIONS. or Churches 


the Dignity of his Divine Majeſty, ſhall 
have ſuch their Piety ſuitably Rewarded 


.GOD, in beſtowing on Them. ſome of * 0 
e Chief MANSIONS in Heaven, 


Happineſs and Glory in the World to 
come. Whence it appears, that the Du- 
ty here treated of, hath the moſt Con- 


tice of it. 
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W 8 ſome Pretences (not before ta- 
hen Notice of for Not practiſing 
the Duty here treated of, are largely 
conſider d, and fully ff ac d; 
pPeuarticula ry that common Ob) 22 


0 F Briefs being farnrd. 


Eſides the Fell, already anſwer'd oy thi 
in their Proper places, there re- He ACCC 
main One or Two more to be ſtill hereto, 


taken Notice of in this place, and to 
| be 
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be laid Open as to their Weakneſs or 
nſufficiency ro excuſe Perſons, from Con- 
ributing, and that Liberally, to the 
zuilding and Beautifying of Churches. 

One of theſe: Pretences is this, that 2+ 
the Briefs are FARMD; and there- — 
fore to give to ſuch Brief, is only 'totences., | 
give to the Farmers of them, and not to 
the Churches for which the Briefs are in- 
ene nen ee 
Now This being à Pretence 2 3. 
made uſe of, I ſhall therefore give it a ful nur 
onſideration. And to this End I ſhall do, 3 
hat otherwiſe need not be done, name- : 
ly, FE hall ſappoſe that this Pretence is 
rounded on real Matter of Fact; or that 
t is true, that Briefs for Churches are 
hus Farm d. 8 

This then being ſuppos'd I ſay, that 21. 4. 
50 it is a Good Reaſon, why We ſhould E 4g 
NO F give LIBERAIL LT to ſuch n ge 
Briefs, yet it is No Good Reaſon, why Liberally 
ve ſhould. give NOTHING to them.“ Briefs. 
hat it is a Good Reaſon, why we ſhould 
c Nor give Liberally to them, is obvious to 
d; my One that conſiders, that it is Reaſo- 
ably to be ſupposd, that ſuch as adven- 
ure to farm the ſaid Briefs, are Perſons”. 
7ho- have had ſome Experience, To what 
14 Pun the Contributions to Briefs uſually a- 
fe according to the Common way of Giving 
ſtilt hereto, which is too well known to be 

to 6 M 2 Nor 


be Rich Man's Duty to 

Not at à liberal, but at a low or ſmall Rate 
And therefore to be ſure ſuch Farmers wil 
make their Bargain fo, as that they ſhall 
, be ſomemhat Gainers at the Common or 
low Rate of contributing to Briefs. O. 
which account it comes to pals, that for 
Man to give ABOF E the Common Rate, is 
indeed only to give SO MUCH MORE 
to the ſaid Farmers; it is Only to raiſ 
their Advantage SO MUCH higher, not 
to raife the Sums to he laid out on the 
Churches themſelvez: So that, ſuppoſing 
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Briefs to be farm'd, it evidently appears 


from what has been ſaid, that it is a Good 
Reaſon, why One ſhould NOT give Ll 

8 BERALLT to them. a 
5. However it is No Food Reafon, why 
But nogood One ſhould give NOTHING thereto. For 
— it is not to be dzny'd, but that the Far- 
ſbould give mers of Briefs are oblig*d by their Bargain 
Nothing. to pay ſome conſiderable Sum, to the 
Church for which the Brief is granted ; 


and therefore it 1s but Reaſonable, that 


they ſhould be repay'd the ſaid Sum. A- 


gain, it is Undeniable, that the Farmers 
muſt be at ſome conſiderable Charge or Ex- 
pence, in gathering in the Contributions to 
the Briefs; and therefore it is but Rea ſon- 
able, that they ſhould alſo be repay'd what 
they are out of Pocket by ſuch Charges or 


Expences. Laſtly, it is undeniably Rea- 
that ſuch Farmers, beſides the 
| Sum 


ſonable, 


Farming of Briefs is a good 


N 
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Sum = are oblig'd to pay to the Church, 
and beſides the Charges that they are Ne- 
ceſſarily at in githering in the Contribu- 
tions to Briefs, ſhould have a. due Recom- 
pence for their Pains and Trouble. Since 
then 1t can't be deny'd but the three fore- 
mention'd Particulars are moſt Reaſonable 

in themſelves, | How Unreaſonable muſt all 
Such be, as act. directly Contrary to the 
Reaſonableneſs of the ſaid three Particu- 

lars, by giving NOTHING ro Brie? 
For hereby they Unreaſonably refuſe to 


Contribute, towards the Repaying of ſuch 


Farmers what they have Actually laid out 
of their Pockets, and alſo towards making 
them any Recompence for their Pains and 
Trouble. And thus it - manifeſtly appears 
beyond any juſt Exception, that even Sup- 
poſing Briefs to be farm'd, yet this can't 
amount to ſo much as a Pretence for giv- 
ing NOTHING, to ſuch Briefs, which yet 
is the Caſe of many Perſons of Diſtincti- 
on and Wealth. 4:0 

I proceed next to obſerve, that altho* the 7. 
Reaſon, why 54740 
we ſhould Not give Liberally to ſuch her th 
BRIEF,, as has been afore ſhew'd; yet it _—_ 
is No good Reaſon why We ſhould Not fs a 
give Liberally to the CHURCHES them- as ſhall ne 
ſelves, for which the Briefs are granted. 25% Faftt. 
For altho my Contribution to a Church ers 7 
can't be legally demanded or ask'd, but by . 
M 3 a Brief 
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a Brief or the like; yet I am left to m7 8 

Liberty to contribute to the Church by 
any other why, as I have a Mind; and 4 
conſequently by auch a way, as that m An 


Liberality ſnall not be loſt, or be of no Uſe ſho 
to the Church, in ſerving only to raiſe be giv 

Advantage of the Farmers of the {aid Brief, to 
BM but ſhall be Molly applyd to the Uſe or Be- acꝗ 
1 nuf of the Church itſelf, without the Far- den 
3 mers of the Brief receiving any Advan- cer: 

tage thereby. An ini d ..-16 

7. © To make the Matter as plain as poſſi- the 
The ſame ble. Suppoſe; for Inſtance, I certainly upo 
iluſtcaced- know that — is farn'd.” Notwith- | thit 
| ſtanding this, I ſliould think it moſt Rea» U refp 
ſonable, and therefore my bounden Duty, in r 
to contribute to the : ſaid rief according to Ch. 
the Common Rate of Contributing thereto, fie. 
andthis 1 ſhould do, becauſe I ſhou'd think to e 
it moſt reaſonable, (as hath been above ob- ty \ 
ferv'd, ) that the Farmers of the Brief | wh: 
ſhould be repayd the Sum they 'oblig'd it i 
themſelves to pay to the Church for which 
the Brief was granted; and alſo the Charg- 
es they are at in gathering up the Contrii 
butions to the ſiid Brief; and ſhould fur- 
ther have a due Recompence: for their own 
Paint and Trouble in the matter. Having 
on theſe Conſiderations given to the Erie, 
what was Reaſonable on the forementionꝭd 
Oonſiderations; I ſhould further ſeriouſly 
| Conſider with my ſelf; wlicther ay Abili- 
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ty did not enable Me to give More tothe 
reh for which the Brief was granted, 

than I had already given to the Brief. 
5 And upon finding it did fo enable me, 
Ule | ſhould look on it as my bounden Duty, te 
ibe give More to the ſaid Church in proportion 
rief, to my real Ability. Hereupon I ſhould. . 
r Be- | acquaint the Miniſter and Church-war- 
Far- dens, or ſome other of the Truſtees con- 
van - cern'd in the ſaid Brief, that I defir'd to 
225 know, What the Sum atiſing by means of 

the Brief would reach to do. And finding 

upon the Information receiv'd, that Any 
thing ſtill remain'd to be done, either in 

reſpect of the More Neceſſary Repairs, or 

in reſp:&t of Beautifyine and Adorning the 
Church, I ſhould think my ſelf oblig'd be- 
ſides what J had afore given to the Brief, 
to give as much More, as my Real Abitt- 

ty wou'd enable Me, toward compleati 
what rewain'd ſtill to bz done, by putting 

it into the Hands of the Miniſter or 
Church-Wardens, or ſome other Truſtee 
for the ſaid Purpoſe. By which Method | 
my Liberality wou'd be apply'd wholly ro 
the Uſe of the Church, and wou'd by no 
means ſerve only to raiſe the Gain of the | 
Farmers of the ſaid Brief. Whence it ma- 
nifeſtly appears, that We a Brief to 
be farm d, yet this is No good Reaſon, why | 
we not, or (which comes to the 
ſame) is No bindrance but that we may, 
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ſhew our Liberality toward the Rebuilding ing 

or Beautifying of the Church, for which O 
the Brief is granted, _ a7 vai 

8. Having thus ſhewn, that ſuppoſing it to ly 
--— hg be True, that 4 Brief is farm d, yet it is to 
grounded No good Reaſon for giving Nothing, or || tio! 
_—_— — Not giving Liberally, to the Church for tilt 
fenoryalig Which the Brief is granted; I proceed now || ceit 
in the laſt place to ſhew further the egre- Þ poll 
ious Weakneſs of the Ptetence we are kin 
— of, by obſerving that the very No 
oundation. on which the Pretence 1s built, to t 
is altogether Falſe, or at leaſt ſuch as 1 
is Not known to be True by Thoſe | neſs 
that make uſe of this Pretence, For 1 nee. 
would ask ſuch an one, as pretends for rem 
a Reaſon of his giving Nothing, or Not Li- mu 
_ berally, that the Brief (to which He is de- We 
fir'd to give) is farmed, How he comes to | ſam 


Anow lo much 2 Whether he was ſent mer 
to the Miniſter or Church-Wardens of the 4 
| Church, or any Other concern'd in Truſt for 
| for the Brief, for Information in this mat- es, 
: ter? Or, whether it is Only his bare and | ſhio! 
3 groundleſs Suſpicion? ] dare ſay, that upon Rui: 


Tryal it will be found, that Not one of ther 
Thoſe who make uſe of this Pretence, go of g 
upon any Better Grounds, than that of a that 

bare and groundleſs Suſpicion... But now | Chu 
what is this, but meerly to fancy that to Or! 
be True, which we would have True; is . 
and then upon ſuch a groundleſs Fancy to 
go abut to 2xcrſe our ſelves from aiſcharg- | othe 

ing 
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ding ing 2 moſt important and Neceſſary Duty 2 
aich O that Rich Perſons wou'd but be pre- 
7 vail'd upon hereby to be ſo Wiſe, fo real- 
tto ly True to their Own Intereſt, as duly 
it is to conſider, that, altho' thro* the Corrup- 
or || tion of their Own Nature and the Sub- 
for | tilty of the Devil They may eaſily thus de- 
now | ceive themſelves, yet it is altogether im- 
gro- poſſible for them to deceive GOD, by ma- 
are king Uſe of ſuch a grounaleſs Pretence for 
very | Not diſcharging a Duty ſo highly tending 
lt, to the Honour and Glory of GOD. 
as Having ſo largely ſhewn the great Weak- 


tole neſs of the Pretence already mention'd, — Pre- 
x I I need not inſiſt fo long on the others which pod ch 
for remain to be here taken Notice of; foraſ-Jame Way. 
Li- | much as they may be Anſwer'd, or the 

de- Weakneſs thereof may be ſhew'd, after the 

to ſame manner as the Weakneſs of the For- 

ent mer has been laid Open. | 

the The Other Pretences then made uſe of x0. 
-uſt for to excuſe Giving to Briefs for Church- What the) 


at- es, is either that Briefs do encourage Pari- 


ind ſhioners to let their Churches run to 
on | Ruin, without laying out any Money _ 
of || themſelves to keep them in Repair, in Hopes 
g of getting at laſt Brzefs for them: Or elſe, 
Fa that the Coſts and Charges of Repairing 
ow Churches are much qaver-reckowd in Briefs: 
to | Or aſtly, that the Money given to Briefs 
e; is not laid out to the defign'd Uſe, but a 
to great deal of it Miſpent and Squander'd 
rg- | other Ways, | 


Now 


17 / he Rich Maits Duty to 
11. Now Swpoſmg theſe" Pirticulars to be 
Suppoſing True, yet neither Singly nor All together 
3 will they amount to a Good Reaſon for 
Pretences Not giving to Briefs. F or altho? any Pari- 
3 ſhioners, that do fo let their Church tun 
nor excuſe tq Ruin, in Hopes of getting a Brief at laſt 
Men. for it, are highly Blameable in the fight 
of GOD for fo Acting, yet I r- 
this reſpect will not excuſe Others from 
Blame, in Not giving to the Repairing of 
their Church, when once it is become fo 
far decay'd, as that the Pariſhioners them- 
ſelves are really Not able to bear the Charge 
of duly Repairing it. By what means "i 
-_ - ever a Church comes to want the Contri- 
butions of Others, when it once Want. 
| them,it is the great and indiſpenſable Duty 
(as it has been largely ſhewn in the forego- 
ing Chapters of this Treatiſe) of all 

Chriſtians to Contributes Liberally thereto. 
12.  Suppofing it likewiſe to be True, that 
Suppoſing the Co 8 and Charges of R iring any 
the Second Church he over-reckon'd in the Brief; yet it 
u is evident at firlt fight, that this can be N 
True get it good Reaſon, why One ſhould give NO- 
ene THING to the ſaid Brief; but is only a'Rea- 
Men. ſon, why One need not give any More than 
in proportion to the real Coſts and Charges. 
12. Laſtly, Suppoſing it True alſo, that the 
The ſane Money given to Briefs is a great deal of it 
prov'd & te ni ſpent and ſquander'd away; this renders 
= rr them that are concern'd in the Management 
Pretences, of the Money bighly Blameable, but _ 
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render Others Unblameable in Not giving 
to Briefs, on many Accounts. It is in- 
deed bur too uſual for Priblick Money 
to be mnſpent, whatſozver Uſe it is parti- 
cularly deſign'd for. But yet when a Lam 
is made for contributing to any Publick 
Common Work, for Inſtance, to Mending 
the High-way, the . ſpending of the Mo- 
ney by the Managers wn not excuſe others 
from obeying the Law or Contributing to 
the ſaid Publick Work, according as "the 
Law appoints, © What is and Ab to 
be done by Others in ſuch 2 caſe is this, 
namely to complain of ſuch Miſpences, and 
to bring the Miſmanagers to refund and 
make FR whatth 9 or elſe 
to ing them to 90 Puniſoment.” In like 
manner the Law of GOD, * Natural 
and Reveal'd, requires us to contribute Li- 
berally according to our Ability; to the 
Building or Rebuilding and Beautifying 
of Churches; and the Miſpending of the 
Money ſo. contributed by the Managers 
thereof can't excuſe Others from Obeying 
the ſuid Lau of GOD,” or Contiibriting to 
Churches -agreeably to the ſaſd Law. 
What is and ought to be done by Orbers in 
ſuch a Cafe is this, namely to Complain to 
the proper Magiſtrates of ſuch Midenceb, 
and to bring the Mipendere to refund, or 
to puniſhment. 


Further it is well to de denendder d. "Eo 
tient the 9 End of all Acts of Piety ts of a/ 


with 
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even Sup · 
poſing it te 


be True. 
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2 lie with regard to Our ſelves, is that we may 
further thereby pleaſe GOD, and promote our Own 
Feen, up- eternal Salvation. Now. in ſuch Acts of 
 SameSup- Picty as we are here ſpeaking of, That 
| 3 which GO D wholly and [ſolely regards in 
| reſpect of the Giver, is the Will wherewith, 
' the End wheveto, and the Proportion to bis 
. 5 Ability wherein He gives. If theſe be 
[ but Right, that is, if the Perſon gives 
IE | 2 A Willing or Cheerful Mind, to a good 
, and in e uch a Proportion as is ſuite- 
TY ro bis rea Ability; as this is All that 
is in the Power of the Giver, ſo GOD re- 
quires no more, in order to render the Act 
of the Giver pleaſe ing and acceptable unto 
| Him: Others Miſapplying of the Money 
given do's not at all render the Act of 'the 
Gver the l:fs Acceptable to GOD; it be- 
ing altogether Unreaſonable, that the 
AR of the Giver ſhould, be more or leſ} 
Acceptable to GOD, according to the Adis 
ons of Others which were not in the Potty 

er of the Giver. This being ſo, No truly 

Pious Man, who underftands things aright; 

will go about to excuſe hiinſelf from give 

ing to Brie fs, by any of the foreſaid Pre- 

tences draun from the Miſmanagement and 

Faults f Others; foraſmuch as what He 
| propoſes principally to Himſelf by Giving, 

5 to pleaſe GOD: thereby ;, and ſuch his 
Act will be Never the leſs pleaſing to GOD, 
dn the Account of ſuch Miſmanagement of 
Others. As for ſuch as do make of * 

| uc 
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Contribute Liberally to Churches. 1 73 | 
fuch pitiful Pretences to excuſe themſelves | 
from giving, it is evident from what has 1 
been ſaid, that they do not act out of a Prin- | 
ciple of Pleaſing GOD, (for they may pleaſe | 
GOD by Giving, notwithſtanding All they 
pretend for Not giving) but they act out of a 
quite different Principle, namely of pleaſing 

| Themſelves, by keeping and ſpending their = 
Money on "Themſelves. And thus I have | 
clearly ſhewn, that the foreſaid Particulars, | 

even Suppaſing them to be True, will not ex- 

cuſe Men from giving Liberally to Briefs. 
It remains now in the laſt place to con- 15. 

clude with ſhewing the yet greater Weak- The/aid 
| neſs of ſuch Pretences, by obſerving that , 
the Matters of Fact, on which the ro Matter 
ſaid Pretences are grounded, are utterly Nd. 
Falſe, or at leaſt ſuch as are Not certainly 
Known to be True, by ſuch as uſe the faid 
Pretences.'\- 1 2 

As for the Pretence, that Pariſhioners are 16. | 
encourag d not to lay out Themſelves, what Nu pews 
is ſufficlent to keep their Churches inkepair, a | 
by the Hopes of getting Briefs for them at e 
laſt; it is expresſly overthrown by what is 
ſaid and declar'd in Briefs by the Petition- 
ers or reſpective Pariſhoners themſelves. 
For therein they declare, that they have 
DU LY laid out conſiderable Sums on Re- 
pairing their reſpefive Churches accordiii 
to the U T MOST of their Ability ;, but at | 
they can do, being inſufficient, they are für- | 
ced to defire the CharitableBenevolence of O- J 


thers, 
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riſhioners have made fo ſolemn a Declaras 
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thers, or to this Effet, Now after the Pa⸗ 


tion to this purpoſe, is it not a great Act of 


5 Uuncharitableneſs to think, that They have 
not done as they declare, but quite contra- 


ry? But no wonder if ſuch as are Uncberi- 
table in not parting with their own Mony, 

are alſo Unchatitable in not thinking Fi. 
vourably of Others Actions; ' eſpecially 


when their Uncharitableneſs in this latter 


reſpect is to be made the Ground of a Pre- 
tence for their Uncharitableneſs in the 


former reſpect. | 
Asto that other Phdtemce; that the Colts 


and Charges are over-reckow'd.in Briefs, it 


tie ſecond 18 likewiſe obſervable that this is exprefly 
Pretence. provided againſt and overtbrown in Briefs, 


18. 
He ſame 


bbſerv'd a 


inaſmuch as therein it is — declar'd, 
that the Coft and Char are ſuch. 
as SON. THE 0 FFHS of Exper ien dl 
Workmen, the Work to be "done 7 amount 


to, at a "MODERATE Computation, or to 


this Effect. Do's not therefore Common 


Charity require us, to look on and Con- 


demn this Pretence (as well as the laſt fote- 
going) to be Falſe ? Is it not a moſt plain 
Evidence, that ſuch Perſons as can uſe ſuch 


a Pretence, muſt be guilty of the greateſt 


Uncharitableneſs in thinking Others, and' 
that ſo. many, will thus ſolemnly F orſwear | 


themſelves? 
Laſtly, as to the Other pretence, that the 


Mony given to Briefs is à great deal of it 
1 miſpent 
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Pa- M1 ſpent and ſquanaer'd away, this muſt be to the laſt 


144 a molt trivial Pretence, ſince, whatſoever? . 
of has been done in reſpect of other Briefs 
e paſt, it is certain that Care may be taken, 

ra- that the Mony now deſir'd to be given to 


ri- the preſent Brief or Briefs, ſhall not be 
. miſpent or ſquander'd away. And conſe- 
45 quently the ſaid Pretence may be juſtly 


ly eſteem'd likewiſe as a Falſe one, fince 1t 
ter | ſuppoſes That tobe certainly done, which is 
Fo Not yet done, and may with due Care and 


he Honeſty Never be done. It is a Shrewd 
| Sign, how little ſuch a Perſon as uſes this 
Pretence, is acted with a Principle of Pie- 
it ty, when his Piety can be thus ſtopp'd and 
ly quaſh'd by hare Suſpiciens or Fears of Mil- 


fs, management; eſpecially when no Miſma- 

d, nagement of what is given can (as has been 

N, afore obſerv'd) leſſen the Happy Effects or 

'd Conſequences of a True Piety in the Giver, 

wt Io conclude this Treatiſe. All the a- 19. 

to forementionꝰ , pitiful Pretences com- ne Con- I 


n monly made uſe of for not giving to Briefs, u 

1 tend to ſhew the great Truth of that Re- Beate. 4 
— markable Saying of gur Bleſſed Saviour, Ve- 

n' Tily I ſay unto youg that.a RICH Man ſhall Var. 19: 

1 HARDLYenter inta the Kingdom off Heaven. _ 

ſt And again I ſay unta you, It is eaſier for 2 
d Camel to go thro the Eye of a Needle, THAN 
ly for a RICH Man to enter into the Kingdom 


of GOD. By which Expreſſions our Bleſſed | 
Saviour forewarns Rich MengHoatwextream- © _ 
ly difficult it is, for to perſuade them to a ꝛ 
| „ Right ' 2 
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The Rich Man's Duty to 
Right Senſe of their Duty in laying ont their 
Riches to the Honour and Glory of GOD, 
while they are ſo Ready to catch at any thing 
that do's but in the leaſt lookLike aPretence. * 
However, as our Saviour ſubjoinsto the fore- * 
cited Aſſeverations this Comfortable Confi- |; 
deration; With Men this is Impoſſible, but with | 
GOD Al things (and conſequently THIS) is | 
Poſſible, thereby ſignifying that notwith- | 
ſtanding the Difficulty to perſuade Rich 
Men to uſe their Riches aright, is exrream- 

ly great, yet it is not ſo great, but that it 
may be conquigr'd, and remov'd by the All- 
powerful Grace of God and his Bleſſing on 
proper Means: As our Saviour, I ſay, has 


ſubjoin'd this Comfortable Conſideration, ſo 


in relation thereto I have been induced to 
draw up theſe Papers, that a ſerious Peruſal 
of them, join'd with fincere Prayer to GOD 


for his Grace and Bleſſing, may be One hap- 
py Means of enabling RICH Men to conquer 


this great Difficulty, by being made here- 
by ſenſible, on ome frand of the Great Weak- 
neſs of the Pretences made uſe of by them 
to excuſe themſelves from thePracice of this 


Duty, and on the other Hand of the great 


E n and Importance of faithfully 
grattifmng this Duty; inaſmuch as thereon 
depends in fo ſpecial a manner their Eternal 


Happ ineſs in the World to come. 
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